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ADVERTISEMENT^ 

I I =s 

1 HE writing travels, or memoirs, has> 
ever been a pleasant employment ; for 
vanity or sensibility always renders it 
interesting. In writing these desultory, 
letters, I found I could not avoid being 
continually the first person — '* the 
little hero of each tale." I trie<f to 
correct this fault, if it be one, for they 
were designed for publication ; but in 
proportion as I arranged my thoughts, 
my letter, I found, became stiff and 
affected : I, therefore, determined to 
let my remarks and reflections flow un- 
restrained, as I perceived that I could 
not give a just description -of what I 
saw, but by relating the effect different 
objects had prodifced on my mind and 
feelings, whilst the impression was still 
fresh. 

A person has a right, I have some- 
times thought; when amused by a witty 



or interesting egotist, to talk of him-^ 
self when he can win on our attention 
by acquiring our affection. Whether 
I deserve to rank amongst this privi- 
leged number, my readers alone can 
judge — and I give them leave to shut 
the book, if they do not wish to be- 
come better acquainted with me. 

•My plan was simply to endeavour to 
give a just view of the present state of 
tJie countries I have passed through, 
as far as I could obtain information 
during so short a residence ; avoiding 
those details which, without beinq; verv 
useful to travellers who follow the same 
joute, appear very insipid to those who 
#nly accompany you in their chaii*. 
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LETTERS 

WRTTTEK DURING A SHORT RESIDENCE 
f K SW£DRN, KOKWAY, jAiH> DENMARK. 
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X£TT-E& L r 

-ill L E V s N days <^ weariness on board a vessel 
not intended for the accommodation of passei^ 
-gers 'have so exhausted my spirits, to ^y no- 
rthing 6f the other causes, with which youai^ 
already sufficiently acquainted, th^t it fewith 
some difficulty I adhere to my defcerminatioli 
of giving you my observationsj as I MLviil 
through new scenes, whilst Warmed with die 
impression they have made oh me. ' 

The captain, as I mentioned to you, pro^ 
9nlsed to put me on shore at Arendatl*, o^ 
<jothenburg, in his way to Elsineur ; but Con« 
trary winds obliged us to pass both phces 
during the night. In the morning, however, 
after we had lost sight of the entrance of the 

* In Norway* 



latter bay, the vessel was becalmed ; and the 
captain, to oblige me, hanging out a signal for 
a pilot, bore dcflWI Ibf^i^fdll ^lle shore. 




the 

•#101 \iiMiLA3it^,l watched t)Vt>;teng hoiM 

for a boat to emancipate me — still no one ap- 
peared. Everpdood that flitted on the ho- 
rizon was hailed as a liberator, till approach* 
ing nearer, like AioSfc oT tht prospects sketched" 
%j bopC) it dissolved und^r the eye jntQ disajSh 

yVesLry of cxpectaticfn^ I then began to con- 
MIX^ with the captain on the subject ; and, 
lrt)Kn Chei t^our of the info^maxion my qucfs*- 
tt<)|k& drew ft>rth, J soon cdnckded, that, if 
1 W^itfd for 9i boat) I had little charlce of 
getting om s)iore at this place. Despotism, its 
is usually the cas? ^ I found had here cramped 
the industry of dien. The pilots being paid 
by th0 king, and scantily, they will not run 
into my danger, tr even quit their hovels, rf 
the]^ C2^ possibly ^void it, only to fulfil what 
h t<crjoied,tb^ir. 4uty. Ho\i^ different is it on 
the engKsh coasts where, in the mdst stormy 
weather, boats immediately hail you, brought 
out by the expectfttWh'bf extraordinary profit. 
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Dtidiking to sail for Ebineiir, and still mo» 
to lie at anchor^ or craise about the coast ibi: 
several . da]r&, I exerted 9il my rhetortp to pi'e^ 
vvil on the captMi to kt ttie have the skip^ 
tioat ; and though I added the most forcible 
4»f arguments, I ibr a Jon^ time addtfeskd hiili ^ 
dn Yain« 

It is a kind of rule at sea, notto^ndouta 
bowt,^ The captain was « good-iiatttrediman>; 
4nit tnfeti.with common minds seliotti break 
tthrough general ruies. Prudence k eirer the 
a^soH;^ Aweaknessi and tliey rarely go as £b: 
;as diey mby in any «ndettaking, who are de- 
4termined not to go beyond it <on any accoont. 
Jf, however, I had some trouble with the ca{>- 
tain, I iid not lose much time with the 
<gailot^^ for they, all alacrity, hoK^edoutthe 
^oat, the moment 1 obtained permission, and 
^omised to row me to the. Itght-house. 

I did not once allow myself to doubt of 
^btaifung a conveyance from thence round the 
n>ck»-<&nd then away for Gothedborg-^con- 
"finement is so anpleasant. 

The day was fine ; and I enjoyed the water 
till, approaching the little island^ poor Mar- 
jguerite, whose timidity always acts as a feeler 
Jbefore her adventuring spirit, began to wonder 

B 2 
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at our not seeing any inhabitants. I did not 
listen to her. But when, on landing, the same 
■silence prevailed, I caught the alarm, which 
was not lessened by the sight of two old men, 
!whom we forced out of their wretched hut. 
.Scarcely human in their appearance, we with 
difficulty obtained an intelligible reply to our 
questions — the result of which was, that they 
had iio Jboat, and were not allowed to quit 
their post, on any pretence. But, they in- 
formed us, that there was, at the other side, 
eight or ten miles over, a pilot's dwelling.; 
two guineas tempted the sailors to risk the 
captain's displeasure, and once more emharJc 
to row me over. 

The weather was pleasant, and the ^« 
pearance of jthe shore so grand, that I should 
Jiave enjoyed the two hours it took to reach 
it, but. for the fatigue which was too visible in 
the countenancesof .the sailoi^s who, .instead 
of uttering a complaint, were, with the 
-thoughtless hUacity peculiar to them, joking 
about the possibility of the captain's taking 
advantage of a slight westerly breeze, which 
was springing up, to sail without them. Yet, 
in spite of their good humour, I could inqc 
iielp growing uneasy when the.iJ}ore, .ro 
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ceding, as it were, as we advanced, seemed to 
promise no end to their toil. This anxiety 
increased when, turning into the most pic- 
turesque bay I ever saw, my eyes sought in 
vain for the vestige of a human habitation. 
Before I could determine what step to take in 
such a dilemma, fori could not bear to think 
of returning to the ship, the sight of a barge 
relieved me, and we hastened towards it for 
information. We were immediately directed 
to pass some jutting rocks when we should 
see a pilot's hut. 

There was a solemn silence in this scene^ 
which made itself be felt. The sun-beams 
that played on the ocean, scarcely ruffled by 
the lightest breeze, contrasted with the huge, 
dark rocks, that looked like the rude materials 
of creation forming the barrier of unwrought 
space, forcibly struck me ; but I should not 
have been sorry if the cottage had not ap- 
peared equally tranquil. Approaching a re- 
treat where strangers, especially women, so 
seldom appeared, I wondered that curiosity 
did not bring the beings who inhabited it tt> 
the windows or door. I did not immediately 
lecollect that men who remain so near the 
brute creation, as only to exert themselves to 

»3 
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find the food necessary to sustain life, have 
little or no imagination to call forth the curio* 
sity necessary Co fructify the faint glimmerings 
of mind, which entitle them to ranks a lords 
of the creation. — Had they either, they could 
not contentedly remain rooted in the ciod& 
they so indolently cultivate* 

Whilst the sailors went to seek for the 
sluggish inhabitants, these conclusions occur-' 
red to me ; and, recollecting the extreme fond- 
ness which the parisians ever testify for no^ 
velty, their very curiosity appeared to me 
2 proof of the progress they had made in re- 
finement* Yes^ in the art of living-— in the 
art of escaping from the cares which embar* 
rass the first steps towards the attainment of 
the pleasures of social life. 

The pilots informed the sailors that they 
were under the direction of a lieutenant re- 
tired from the service, who spoke english ; 
adding, that they could do nothing without 
his Qsdet%'y and even the offer of money 
could hardly conquer their laziness,, and 
prevail on them to accompany us to his 
dwelling. They would not go with me alone 
which I wanted them to have done, because X 
wished to dismiss the sailors as soon as possible. 



\ 



Once mcwe wc rcyircd q^F, i;thbf foUoyrfing 
tardily, till^ turniog^ round ^atbt«'.lx4di»3» 
tufierance of the rocks, we s^^ ^ Jx)at niakihg 
towards us, and soon iearnt duit it .wa| the 
lieutenant biinself, coming with some^earnesp- 
oess to see whp we were. 
. To saye the sailors anjr further toil, I hai 
sny baggage instantly rempired into his )>oat ; 
ibr, ^s he could speak /esigjisti, a pcttious 
parley was not necessary ; though Marguerite^s 
respect for wot could hardly keep her from ex« 
pjressing the fear, strongly inarked on her 
countenafice, whiph my putting ourselves 
into the power of a strange man exct^. He 
pointed out liis^ cottagie ^ and, drawing neajr 
to it, I was not sorry to sere a feixu^et iguiv^ 
thpugfa I had not, loike Marguerite, Ifcea 
thinking of robkeri^s> muders, or thff other 
^vil which instantly, as thesaik>is would havie 
^d, ruiis fotilpf a woman's imagination. . 
On Qoiciriiig, I was 3UU better pleased to£nil 
a clean houae, wish some degree o£ xmdX elo- 
-.ganoc* The beds were of muslin j coarse it is 
irue, but idaazlingly white;: and the floor wa(S 
str^w^d oyer w!ith littjb sprigs^ jt>n]per(.the 
.cusltttBi, ^s I.a6tejwArds founds jofihe country), 
'3Khicfa formed. a contrast ,wtb Jiic puntaihs, 
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and produced an^^eeable sensation of fresh^ 
ness, to soften the ardour of noon. Still no<* 
thing was so pleasing as the alacrity of ho$pi<» 
tality-- all that the house afforded was quickly 
•spread on the whitest linen. — Remember I 
had just left the vessel, where, without being 
fastidious, I had continually been disgusted. 
I^ish, milk, butter, and cheese, and I am sorry 
to add, brandy^ the bane of this country, were 
spread on the board. After we had dined,, 
hospitality made them, with some degree of 
mystery, bring us some excellent coffee. I did 
not then know that it was prohibited. 
V The good man of the house apologized for 
doming ia continually, but declared that he 
^as so gbd to speak english, he could not 
«tay out. He need not have apologized ; I 
was equally glad of his company. With the 
ifirife I could only exchange smiles ; and she 
was employed observing the make of our 
clothes. My hands, I found, had first led her 
-to discover that I was the lady. I had, of 
rc#urse, my quantum of reverences ^ ibr the 
politeness of the north seems to partake of the 
xoldness of the climate, and the rigidity of its 
iron sinewed rocks. Amongst the peasantry, ' 
there is, however, so much of the simplicity 
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of the golden age in thi& ]and of flint'— «o 
much overflowing of heart, and fellow-feel-r 
ing, that only benevolence, and the honest 
sympathy of nature, diffused smiles over my 
countenance when they kept me standing, re- 
gardless of my fatigue, whilst they dropt 
courtesy after courtesy. 

The situation of this house was beautiful, 
though chosen for convenience. The master 
being the o£Ecer who commanded all the pilots 
on the coast, and the person appointed to guard 
wrecks, it was necessary for him to fix on 
a spot that would overlook the whole bay. 
As he had seen some service^ he wore, not 
without a pride I thought becoming, a badge 
to prove that he had merited well of his 
country. It was happy, I thought, that he had 
been paid in honour i for the stipend he re« 
ceived was little more than twelve pounds 
a year.— I do not trouble myself or you with 
the calculation of Swedish ducats. Thus, my 
friend, you perceive the necessity of per^ 
quisites* This same narrow policy runs through 
every thing. I shall have occasion further to 
animadvert on it. 

Though my host amused me with an 
account of himself) which gave me an idea 
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©f the manners of the people I was about to 
visit, I was eager to clinib the rocks to view 
the country, and see whether the honest tars 
had regained their ship. With the help of the 
lieutenant's telescope I saw the vessel under 
way with a fair though gentle gale. The sea 
was calm, playful even as the most shallow 
stream, and on the vast bason I did not see a 
dark speck to indicate the boat. My con- 
iductors were consequently arrived. 

Straying further, my eye was attracted by 
the sight of some heart*s-ease that peeped 
through the rocks. I caught at it as a good 
omen, and going to preserve it in a letter that 
had not conveyed balm to my heart, a cruel 
remembrance suffused my eyes j but It passed 
away like an April shower. If you are deep 
read in Shakspeare, you will recollect that 
this was the little western flower tinged by 
love's dart, which ** maidens call love in 
idleness." The gaiety of my babe was un- 
mixed; regardless of omens or sentiments^ 
'she found a few wild strawberries more grate* 
Yul than flowers or fancies. 

The lieutenant informed me that this iivas 
a commodious 1)ay. Of that I could not 
judge, though I felt its picturesque beautyt 
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Rocks were piled on rocks, forming a suit> 
able bulwark to the ocean. Come no fur- 
ther, they emphatically said, turning their 
dark sides ta the waves to augment the idle 
roar» The view was sterile : still little patches 
of esHth, of the most exquisite verdure, ena- 
melled with the svireetest wild flowers, seemed 
to promise the goats and a few straggling 
cows luxurious herbage. How silent and 
peaceful was the scene. I gazed around with 
capture, and &lt more of that spontaneous 
pleasure which gives credibility to our expec-r 
tationof happiness, thanlhadforalong, long 
time before. I forgot the horrors I had wit- 
nessed in France, which had cast a gloonv 
over all nature, and sai&ring the enthusiasm 
of my character, too often, gracious Godf 
damped by the tears of disappointed affection^, 
to be lighted up afresh, care took wing while 
simple fellow feeling expanded my heart. 

To prolong this enjoyment, J readily as^ 
sented to the proposal of our host to pay a 
visit to 9 family, the master of which spok^ 
english^ who was the drollest dog in the 
country, he added, repeating som^ pf bij^ 
stories^ with a hearty laugh. 

I walked on» still delighted with the jrudc 
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beauties of the scene; for the sublime often 
gave place imperceptibly to the beautiful, di-^ 
kting the emotions which were painfully 
concentrated. 

When we entered this abode, the largest I 
had yet seen, I was introduced to a numerous 
family ; but the father, from whom I was led 
to expect so much entertainment, was absent. 
The lieutenant consequently was obliged to be 
the interpreter of our reciprocal compliments. 
The phrases were awkwardly transmitted, it 
is true; but looks and gestures were suffi- 
cient to make them intelligible and interesting. 
The girls were all vivacity, and respect for 
me could scarcely keep them from romping 
with my host, who, asking for a pinch of 
snuff, was presented with a box, out of which 
an artificial mouse, fastened to the bottom, 
sprung. Though this trick had doubtless 
been played time out of mind, yet the 
laughter it excited was not less genuine. 

They were overflowing with civility j but 
to prevent their almost killing my babe with 
kindness, I was obliged to shorten my visit ; 
and two or three of the girls accompanied us, 
bringing with them a part of whatever the 
house afforded to contribute towards render^ 
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ing my supper more plentiful.; and plentiful 
in fact it was, though I with difficirlty did 
liionour to some of the dishes, not relishing 
.the quantity of sugar and spices put into every 
-thing. At supper my host told me bluntly 
.chat I was a woman of observation, for I asked 

• him men^s questions. 

The arrangements for my journey were 

. quickly madq; I could only have.a car with 

.post-horses, as I did not chuse to wait^tilla 

carriage could be sent for to Gothenburg* 

.TJbc .expense of my journey, about one 

i or 'two and twenty english miles, I found 

would Jiot .amount to more .than .eleven or 

\t wet vjc. shillings, 4>aying, he assured me, ge- 

:.nerously. I gave. him a guinea and a half. 

-But it was with the greatest difficulty. that I 

4 could make. him take so much, .indeed aay 

.' thing for my lodging and fare. .He declared 

• that it was next to robbing me,. explaining 

• bow much I x)ught to pay on the road. 
. However, ^as.I was positive, he. took thegui- 
\ nea. for himself ; but, as. a condition, insisted 
von accompanying one, to prevent my meet- 
~-.ing with, any ^trouble or imposition on .the 

«ray. 
- J then retired. to my apartment with jc* 
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gret. The night was so fine, that I wonid 
gladly have xambied about much longer ; yet 
recollecting that I must rise very early, I 
reluctantly went to bed: bot my senses had 
i^eenso awake, and my imagination still coil- 
:tinued «» busy, that I sought for rest in vain* 
Hising before six, I scented the sw&et moril- 
dng^ air;. I had long before heard the birds 
^twittering to hail the dawning day, though 
it could scarcely have been allowed to have 
jdeparted. 

Nothing, in fact, can equal the beauty of 
the northern summer's evening and night ; if 
might, it may be called that only wants the 
£lare of day, the full light, which frequently 
rseems so impertinent^ for I could write at 
:midnight very well without a candle. Icoti- 
utemplated all nature at rest; the rocks, even 
^rown darker in their appearance, looked as 
if they partook of the general repose, and re- 
Hclined more- heavily . on their fvondation.^-*- 
What, I exclaimed, iS this active .principle 
which keeps me still awake {-^Why fty my 
thoughts abroad, when iei«ry thing around me 
4ippears at home? My child was sleeping 
with equal calmness — innocent and, swe^ as 
the closing flowers.-^Some recollections^ at- 
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Cached to the idea of hocne, mingled with 
reflections respecting the state of society I had 
been conteiqplating that evening, made a tear 
drop on the rosy cheek I had just kissed; 
and emotions that tren^bled on the brink of 
cxtacy and agony gave a poignancy to my 
sensations, which made me fjsel more alivq 
than usual. 

What are these . imperious sympathies? 
fiow frequently has melancholy and even 
misanthropy taken possession of me, when the 
world has disgusted me, and friends have 
proved unkind. . I have then considered my- 
self as a particle broken off from the grand 
mass of mankind; — I was alone^ till some in^ 
voluntary sympathetic emotion, like the at- 
traction of adhesion, made me feel that I wa$ 
still a part of a mighty whole, from which I 
could not sever myself — not, perhaps, for the 
reflection has been carried very far, by snap- 
ping, the thread of an existence^ which loses its 
charms in proportion as the cruel expedience 
of life stops or poisons the current of the heart. 
Futurity, what hast thou not to give to those 
who know that there is such a thing as 
iiajppiness! t $peak not of philosophical con- 
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tentment, though pain has afforded them the 
Wrongest conviction of it. 

After our coffee and milk, for the mistress 
of the house had been roused long before us 
by her hospitality, my baggage was taken 
ibrward in a boat by my host, because the 
car could not safely have been brought to the 
house. 

The road at first was very rocky and trou* 
blesome^, but oar driver was careful, and the 
horses accustomed to the frequent and sudden 
acclivities and descents ; so 'that not appre- 
hending any danger, t played 'with my girl, 
whom I would not leave to Marguerite's care, 
on account of her timidity. 

Stopping at a little inn to bait the horses, I 
saw the first countenance in Sweden that dis- 
pleased me, though the man was better 
dressed than any one who had as yet fallen 
in my way. An altercation took {>lace be- 
tween him and my host, the purport of 
which I could nofguess, excepting that I was 
the occasion of it, be It What it would. The 
sequel was his leaving theliouseangri-l/; and 
I was immediately informed that he was the 
custom-house oflker. The professional had 
indeed effaced the national character, for 
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Kving as be did with these frank hospitable 
people, still only the exciseman appeared,-— 
the counterpart of ^ome I had met with in 
England and France. I was unprovided with 
a passport, not having entered any great town. 
At Gothenburg I knew I could immediately 
obtain one, and only the trouble made me ob- 
ject to the searching my trunks. He blustered 
for money ; but the lieutenant was deter- 
mined to guard me, according to promise, 
from imposition. 

To avoid being interrogated at the town- 
gate, and obliged to go in the rain to give an 
account of myself, merely a form, before we 
<:ould get the refreshment we stood in need of, 
he requested us to descend, I might have said 
step, from our car, and walk into town. 

I expected to have found a tolerable inn, 
>but was ushered into a most comfortless one ; 
and, because it was about five o'clock, three 
or four hours after their dining hour, I could 
jiot prevaQ on them to give me any thing 
warm to eat. 

The appearance of the accommodations 
obliged me to deliver one of my recommenda- 
tory letters, and the gentleman, to whom it 
•was addressed, sent to look out for a lodging 
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for. me whilst } partook of his supper. Aa 
nothing pas^od at tkis supper ta characterise^ 
the coantr}f, I sball here close my letter. 



Yours truly* 



i^ 



LETTER II. 

V>o*rflEfJ'fcURO IS a clean strry town, iftd 
fc^iflg been bu?lt by the dutch, has caAal^ 
lYiMifil; thfXHtgh each street, and in sotlie of 
€b€lm th*6re ar6 rows of trees that woald ren- 
tier it very pleatert were it not for the pave- 
mcMj wMA is intoleraWy bad. 

_ ■ 

There arc several rich comnriercial houses, 
scotch, french, and swedirfi; but the scotch, 
l^beKei^e, have been the most successful. The 
commerce aiid commission business with 
France sfnde the war, has b^en very lucra- 
tive, and enri^hedthe merchants, I am afraid, 
aft the expfence of the other inhabitants, by 
xaisiftg the price of the necessaries of life. 

As all the men of consequence, I mean 
•men of the largest fortune, are merchants, 
their prineipal enjoyment is a relaxation from 
business at the tabfe, which is spread at, I 
think, too early ah hour (between one and 
two) for laen who have letters to write and 
accounts to settle after paying due respect to 
the bottle, HoWever, when numerous cir- 
cles are to b^ brought together, and when 
rieithcr literature nor public amusements fur-^ 

C2 
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nish topics for conversation, a good dinner 
appears to be the only centre to rally round, 
especially as scandal, the zest of more select 
parties, can only be whispered. As for poli- 
tics, I have seldom found it a subject of con- 
tinual discussion in a country tou^n in any 
part of the world. The politics of the place 
being on a smaller scale, suits better with the 
size of their faculties ; for, generally speak* 
ing, the sphere of observation determines the 
extent of the mind: 

The more I see of the world, the more I 
am convinced that civilization is a blessiilg 
not sufficiently estinnated by those who have 
not traced its progress j for it not only refines 
our enjoyments, but produces a variety which 
enables us to retain the primitive delicacy of 
our sensations. Without the aid of the imagi- 
nation all the pleasures of the senses must 
sink into grossness, unless continual novelty 
serve as a substitute for the imagination, 
which being impossible, it was to this weari- 
ness, I suppose, that Solomon alluded when 
he declared that there was nothing new un- 
der the sun ! — nothing for the common sensa- 
tions excited by the senses. Yet who will 
deny that the imagination and understanding 
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have made many, very many discoveries since 
those days, which only seem harbingers of 
others still more noble and beneficial. I 
never met with much imagination amongst 
people who had not acquired a habit of re- 
flection ; and in that state of society in which 
the judgment and taste are not called, forth, 
and formed by the cultivation of the arts and 
sciences, little of that delicacy of feeling and 
thinking is to be found characterized by the 
word sentiment. The want of scientific pur- 
suits perhaps accounts for the hospitality, as 
well as for the cordial reception which strangers 
receive from the inhabitants of small towns. 

Hospitality has, I think, been too much 
praised by travellers as a proof of goodness of 
heart, when in my opinion indiscriminate 
hospitality is rather a criterion by which you 
may form a tolerable estimate of the indo- 
lence or vacancy of a head ; or, in other 
words, a fondness for social pleasures in which 
the mind not having its proportion of exercise, 
the bottle must be pushed about. 

These remarks are equally applicable 
to Dublin, the most hospitable city I 
ever passed through. But I v^ill try to 
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It is true I have only had a glance over ^ 
small part of it ; jret pf its present sta^ of 
manners and acquirements I think 1 have 
fortned a distinct idea, without having visited 
the capital^ where^ in fact, less of a pational 
character is to be found than in the ren^otie 
parts of the country. 

The swedes pique themselves qn their por 
titeness ^ but far from being the polish of a 
cultivated mind, it consists merely of tir^^pme 
forms and ceremonies. So far indeed from 
enteripg immediately into your character, and 
making you feel instantly at your ease^^ like the 
well-bred french, their over-acted civility is a 
continual restraint qn ^U your actions* The 
sort of superiority which a fortune gives 
when there is no superiority of education, ex- 
ifiepting what consists in the observance of 
senseless forms, has a contrary efect thafi 
what is intended ; so that I .could not helg 
reckoning the peasantry the politest pepple of 
Sweden, who only aiming at pleasing you,, 
fever think of being admired for their ^ehat 

viour. 

" * . * 

Their tableSj, lik^tl^eir compliments, seeta 
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equally a caricature of tli6 Ftendi. Th^ 
dishes ore composed, as weU as theirs, of a 
variety of mixtures to ^destroy the native 
taste of ^he food without being as relishing* 
Spices and sugar are put into every thing, 
even into the bread ; and the only way I can 
account for their partiality to high-seasoned 
dishes, is the constant use of silted provisions* 
Necessity obliges them to lay up a store of 
dried iish, and salted meat, for the winter; 
and in summer, fresh meat and fish taste in« 
sipid after them» To which may be added the 
constant use of spirits. Every day, before 
dinner and supper, even whilst the dishes are 
cooling on the table, men and women repair 
to a side-table, and to obtain an appetite, leat 
bread and butter, cheese, raw salmon, or an* 
chovies, drinking a glass of brandy. Salt 
fish or meat then immediately follows, to 
give a fiirther whet to the stomach% As the 
dinner advances, pardon me for taking up a 
few minutes to describe what, alas ! has de- 
tained me two or three hours on the stretch 
observing, dish after dish is ch^ged, in endless 
jrotation, and handed round with solemn pace to 
each guest : but should you happen not to like 
the first dishes^ which was oftcii my case, it ts 
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a gross breach of politeness to asl for part of 
any other till its turn comes. But have 
patience, and there will be eating enough. 
Allow me to run over the acts of a visiting 
day, not overlooking the interludes. 
• Prelude a luncheon— ^hen a succession of 
fish, flesh and fowl for two hours; during 
which time the desert, I wa» sorry for the 
strawberries and cream, rests oh the table to 
be impregnated hy the fum^s of the viands: 
Coflee immediately follows in the drawing-- 
room ; but does not preclude punch, ale, tea 
and cakes, raw salmon, dc A supper brings, 
up the rear, not forgetting the introductory lun- 
cheon, almost equalling in removes the din- 
ner. A day of this kind you would ima- 
gine sufficient — ^but a to-morrow and a to- mor- 
row— *— A never ending, still beginning feast 
may be bearable, perhaps, when stern winter 
frowns, shaking with chilling aspect his hoary 
locks; but during a summer, sweet as fleeting^ 
let me^ my kind istrangers, escape sometimes 
into your fir groves, wander on the margin of 
your beautiful , lakes, or dimb your rocks, 
to view stiU others in endless perspective^ 
which, piled by more than giant's hand, scal^ 
•the beaven$ to intercept its ray«;, orto receive 
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the parting tinge of lingering day— Jay that, 
scarcely softened into twilight^ allows the 
freshening breeze to wake, and the moon to 
burst 6xth in all her glory to glide with so- 
lemn elegance through the azure expanse. 

The cow^is bell has ceased ta tmUe the 
herd to- rest ; they have all paced across the 
heath. Is iiot this the witching time of night ? 
The waters murmur, and h\i with more than 
mortal music, and spi^rits of peace walk abroad 
to calm the agitated breast. Eternity is in 
these moments t worldly cares melt into the 
airy stuff chat dreams are made of ^ and re-- 
veries, mild and enchanting as the first hopes 
of love, or the recollection of lost enjoyment^ 
carry the hapless wight into futurity,, who, ia 
bustling life,, has vainly strove to throw ofF the 
grief which lies heavy at the heart. Ciood 
night! A crescent haAgs out in the vault 
before, which woos me to stray abroad : — it is 
not a silvery reflection of the sun, but glows 
-with all its golden splendour. Who fears the 
fallen dew ? It only makes the mown gras& 



smell more fragrant* 
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3LETTER III. 



jThe population of Sweden has been estU 
mated from two millions and a half to three 
millions; a small number fot such an im- 
mense tract of country : of which only so 
much is cultivated, and that in the simplest 
manner, as is absolutely requisite to supply 
the necessaries of life; and near the sea^ 
shore, whence herrings are easily procured^ 
there scarcely appears a vestige of cultiva-^ 
tion. The scattered huts that stand shiver- 
ing on the naked rocks, bravkig the pitiless 
elements, are formed of logs of wood, rudely 
hewn ; and so little pains are taken with the 
craggy foundation, that nothing like a path- 
way points out the door. 

Gathered into himself by the cold, lower- 
ing his visage to avoid the cutting blast, is it 
surprising that the churlish pleasure of drink* 
ing drains takes place of social enjoyments 
amongst the poor, especially if we take into 
the account, that they n^ostly live on high- 
reasoned provision and rye bread? Hard 
enough, you may imagine, as it is baked only 
cnce a year. The servants also, in most f»»- 
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milieSy eat this kind of breads ^nd have a 
different kind of fogd from their masters^ 
which, in spite of all the arguments I have 
heard to vindicate the custom^ appca^rs tp me 
% remnant of barbarism* 

In fact, the situation of the servants 
in every respect, particularly that of the 
women, shews how far the swedes ^e from 
having a ju3t conception of r<itional equality. 
They are not termed slaves ; yet a man may 
(trtke a man with impunity because he pays 
him wages *y though these wages are so low, that 
necessity must teach them to pilfer^ whilst 
servility renders them false and boorish. Stili 
the men stand up for the dignity of man, by 
oppressing the women. The most men ial» 
^id even laborious offices, are therefore left ta 
these poor drudges. Much of this I haver 
$een. In the winter, I am told, they take tho 
linen dpwn to the river, to wash it in the cold 
lirater ^ and though their hands, cut by the ice» 
%ip cfa^ked and bleeding, the men„ their feU 
low sqrvs^nts, wilt not disgrace their manhood 
Vy carrying a tub to lighten their burden. 
. Yw will not be surprised to hear that thejp 
dp npt wear shoes or stockings, when I in^ 
form you that U^eir wages are seldom, moror 
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than twenty or thirty shillings per annum* It 
is the custom, I know, to give them a new 
year's gift, and a present at some other pe^ 
riod i but can it all amount to a just indem- 
nity for their labour ? The treatment of 
servants in most countries, I grant, is vory 
unjust ; and in England, that boasted land of 
freedom, it is often extremely tyrannical, i 
have frequently, with indignation, beard gen- 
tlemen declare that they would never allow 
a servant to answer them ^ and ladies of the 
most exquisite sensibility, who were con- 
tinually exclaiming against the cruelty of the 
vulgar to .the brute creation, have in my 
presence forgot that their attendants had hu- 
man feelings, as well as forms. I do not 
know a more agreeable sight than to see 
servants part of a family. By taking an in- 
terest, generally speaking, in their concerns, 
you inspire them with one for yours. We 
must love our servants, or we shall never be 
sufficiently attentive to their happiness ; and 
how can those masters be attentive to their 
happiness, who living above their fortunes, 
are more anxious to outshine their neigh-^ 
hours than to allow their houshold the in- 
pocent enjoyments they earn* 



2g 

It is, in fsLCty much more difficult for 
-servants who are tantalized by seeing and 
preparing the dainties of which they are not 
to partake, to remain honest, than the poor, 
whose thoughts are not led from their homely 
£ire ; so that, though the servants here are 
commonly thieves, you seldom hear of house^ 
•breaking, or robbery on the highway. The 
country is, perhaps, too thinly inhabited to 
produce many of that description of thieves 
termed footpads, or highwaymen. They are 
usually the spawn of great cities ; the effect 
of the spurious desires generated by wealth, 
rather than the desperate struggles of poverty 
10 escape from misery* 

The enjoyment of the peasantry was drink- 
ing brandy and coffee, before the latter was 
' prohibited, and the former not allowed to be 
privately distilled. The wars carried on by the 
late king rendering it necessary to increase 
the tievenue, and retain the specie in the coun- 
try by every possible ineans. 

The taxes before the reign of Charles the 
twelfth were inconsiderable. Since then, the 
burden has continually been growing heavier, 
and the price of provision has proportionably 
increased 4 nay, the advantage accruing from 
the exportation of corn to France, and rye to 
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Germany, will probably produce a scartity 
in both Sweden and Norway, should not 
a peace put a stop to it this autumn ; for spe- 
culations of various kinds have already almost 
doubled the price. 

Such are the effects of war, that it saps 
the vitals even of the neutral countries, who^ 
obtaining a sudden influx of wealth, appear to 
.be rendered flourishing, by the destruction 
twhich ravages the hapless nations who are 
sacrificed to the ambition of their governors. 
I shall not, however, dwell on the vices^ 
though they be of the most contemptible and 
^mbruting cast, to which a sudden accession 
of fortune gives birth, because I believe it 
may be delivered as an axiom, that it is only in 
f)roportion to theindustry necessary to acquire 
wealth, that a nation is really benefitted 
by it. 

The prohibition of drinking cofTee, under 
a penalty, and the encouragement given to 
public distilleries, tend to impoverish the poor, 
who are not aflTected by the sumptuary laws; 
for the regent has lately laid very severe 
restraints on the article of dress, which the 
middling class of people found grievous^ 
because it obliged them to throw aside 
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finerj that might have lasted them for their 
lives *^ 

These may be termed vexations ; still the 
death of the Jcing, by saving them from the 
*C(msequences his ambition would naturally 
have entailed on them, may be reckoned a 
blessing. 

Besides, the french revolution has not only 
Tendered aU the crowned heads more cautious, 
hnt has so decreased every where (excepting 
-amongst themselves) a respect for nobility, 
that the peasantry hav^ not only lost theit 
4)Knd reverence for their seigniors, but com-* 
plain, in a manly style, of oppressions which 
before they did not think of denominating 
such, because they were taught to consider 
themselves as a different order of beings. And, 
{>erhaps, the efforts which the aristocrats are 
making here, as well as in every other part of 
'Europe, to secure their sway, will be the 
in€»t effectual mode of undermining it ; taking 
into the calculation, that the king of Sweden, 
like most of the potentates of Europe, has 
continually been augmenting his power by 
encroaching on the privileges of the nobles. 

• The ladies are only allowed to wear black and 
wiaite silks, and plain iTKislins, besides other les* 
tiictions of a like nature. 
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. The well-bred swedes of the capital arc 
formed on the ancient French model; and. 
they in general speak that language 4 for they 
have a knack at acquiring languages, with 
tolerable fluency. This may be reckoned an 
advantage in some xespects ; but it prevents 
•the cultivation of their own, and any con- 
siderable advance in literary pursuits. 
' A sensible writer* has latelyobserved^(Ihave 
not his work by me, therefore cannot quote 
his exact words^ ' that the americans very 
wisely let the europeans make their books 
and fashions for them.' But I cannot co- 
incide with him in this opinion. The re- 
flection necessary to produce a certain number 
even of tolerable productions, augments, more 
than he is aware of, the mass of knowledge in 
the community. Desultory reading is comr 
monly a mere pastime. But we must have an 
object to refer our reflections to, or they will 
seldom go below the surface. As in tra- 
velling, the keeping of a journal excites to 
many useful enquiries that would not have 
l)een thought of, had the traveller only de-^ 
termined to see all he could see, without evef 
asking himself for what purpose. Besides, the 
jvery. dabbling in literature furnishes harmless 
♦ See Mr, Cooper's Account of America. 
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topics of conversation ; ibr the not liarlng 
such subjects at hand, though thejr are i^ten 
insupportably fitigiiing, renders the inhabi- 
tants of little towns prying and censorious. 
Idleness, rather than ill-nature, gives birth to 
scandal, and to the observation of little in<^ 
cidents which narrows the mind. It is fre- 
quently only the fear of being talked of, 
which produces that puerile scrupulosity about 
trifles incompatible with an enlarged plan of 
usefulness, and with the basis of all moral 
principles — respect for the virtues which are 
not merely the virtues of convention. 

I am, my friend, more and more convinced 
that a metropolis, or an abode absolutely soli* 
tary, is the best calculated for the improve^ 
ment of the heart, as well as the understand- 
ings whether we desire to become acquainted 
with man, nature, or ourselves. Mixing with 
mankind, we are obliged to examine our pre- 
judices, and often imperceptibly lose, as we 
analyse them. And in the country, grow- 
ing intimate with nature, a thousand little 
circumstances, unseen by vulgar eyes, give 
birth to sentiments dear to the imagination, 
and inquiries which expand the soul, particu- 
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lurly ^hen^caliix'atkm has noc smoothed int9 
ins^ditjr til its originality of character. 

I love the counti^* i yet whenever I see a 
picturesque situation diosen on which to erect 
« dwelling) I am always afraid of the improve- 
ments^ It requires uncommon taste to form a 
whole, and to introduce accommodations and 
ornaments analogous with the surrounding 
scene*. 



* With respect to £:ardemng in England, I think 
ve often m»ke an egregious bluiider by introducing 
too much $hiidc; not considering that the shade 
which our climate requires need not l>c very thick. 
If it keep od^ the intense heat of the sun, and aftord 
a solitArv retifement, it is sufficient. But in inany 
great gardens, or pleasure^roiuvls, the sun's rays 
can scarcely ever peuetrate. These may amuse the 
*eye, vet they are nor h9me^^lh to which the owner 
can retire to eigoy air and solitude ; for, excepting 
during an extraordinar)* dry summer, they are aamp 
and chill. For the same reason, grottoes are ab- 
surd in this temperate climate. An umbrageous 
tree will atford sufficient shelter from the most ar. 
dent heat, that we ever feeK To speak explicitly, 
the usefulness of a ga^en ought to be conspicuous, 
because it ought not to be planted for the season 
•when nature wantons in her prime ; for the whole 
country is then a garden — far sweeter. If not very 
extensive, I thinL a garden should contain more 
shrubs and flowers than lofty trees ; andia order to 
admit the sun-beams to enliven our sprint, autumn 
and winter, scrpendne walks, the rage tor the line 
of beauty, shoiud be made to submit to conveni. 
ence. Yes, in this country, a broad straight ^vel 
walk is a gre^X conyenience for those who wish to 
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' I visited, near C5othenburg, a house with 
improved land about it, with which I was 
jMftieularly delighted. It was close to a lake 
embosomed in pine clad rocks. In one part of 
the meadows, your eye was directed to the 
brofti expanse; in another, you were led 
info a shade, to see a part of it, in the form of 
« fiver, fttsh amongst the fragments of rocks 
and foots of trees; nothing seemed forced* 
One recess, particularly grand and solemn, 
amongst the towering clifFs*, had a nide ttoh^ 
table, and seat, placed in it, that might have 
servipd for a druid's haunt; whilst a placid 
streani below enlivened the flowers on its 
, margin, where light-footed elves would gladly 
have danced their airy rounds. 

Here the hand of taste was conspicuous, 
though not obtrusive, and formed a contrast 
with another abode in the same neighbour- 
hood, on which much money had been la- 
vished: where Italian colonades were placed 
to excite the wonder of the rude craggs; and 
a stone stair-case, to threaten with destruction 



take exercise in all seasons, after rain particularly. 
"When the weather is fine, the meadows offer wind- 
ing paths, far superior to the formal turnings that 
interrupt reflection, without amusing the fancy. 
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a wooden house. Venuses and Apolloes con* 
demned to lie hid in snow three parts of the 
year, seemed equally displaced, and called the 
attention ofF from the surrounding sublimity, 
without inspiring any voluptuous sensations. 
Yet even these abortions of vanity have been 
useful. Numberless workmen have been em- 
ployed, and the superintending artist has im- 
proved the labourers whose unskllfulness tor- 
mented him, by obligbg them to submit to the 
discipline of rules. Adieu ! 

Yours affectionately. 
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LITTER IV. 



1 HE severity of the long Swedish winter 
tends to render che people sluggish; for^ 
though this season has its peculiar pleasures, 
too much time is employed to guard against 
its inclemency. Still, as warm clothing is 
absolutely necessary, the women spin, and the 
men weave, and by these exertions get a fence 
to keep out the cold. I have rarely passed a 
knot of cottages without seeing cloth laid out 
to bleach; and when I entered, always found 
the women spinning or knitting. 

A mistaken tenderness, however, for their 
children^ makes them, even in summer, load 
them with flannels; and, having a sort of na- 
tural antipathy to cold water, the squalid ap« 
pearance of the poor babes, not to speak of 
the noxious smell which flannel and rugs retain, 
seems a reply to a question I had often asked^-* 
Why I did not see more children in the vil- 
lages I passed through? Indeed the children 
appear to be nipt in the bud, having neither 
the graces nor charms of their age. And this, 
I am persuaded, is much more owing to thb 
ignorance of the mothers than to the rudeness 
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of the climate. Rendered feeble by the con- 
tinual perspiration they are kept in, whilst 
every pore is absorbing unwholesome mois- 
ture, they give them> even at the breast^ 
brandy, salt £sh, and every other crude sub- 
stance, which air and exercise enables the 
parent to digest. 

The women of fortune here, as well as 
cvefy where else, have nurses to suckle their 
children 3 and the total want of chastity in 
the lower class of women frequently renders 
them very unfit for the trust. 

You have sometimes remarked to me the 
difference of the manners of the country girls 
in England arid in America ; attributing the 
reserve of the former to the climate— to the 
absence of genial suns. But it must be their 
stars^ not the zephyrs gently stealing on their 
senses, which here lead frail women astray.— 
Who can look at the^e rocks, and allow the 
voluptuousness of nature to be an excuse for 
gratifying the desires it inspires i We must, 
therefore, find some other cause beside vo»> 
luptuousness, I believe, to account for the 
conduct of the Swedish and american country 
girls; for I am led to conclude^ frpm all the 
d)servatioAs Lhavf noidt^ that there is always 
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a mixture of sentiment and imagination In 
voluptuousness, to which neither of them 
bare much pretension. 

The country girls of Ireland and WalM 
equally feel the first impulse of nature, 
which, restrained in £ngland by fear or deli- 
cacy, proves that society is there in a more ad- 
vanced state. Besides, as the mind is culti- 
vated, and taste gains ground, the passions be- 
come stronger, and rest on something mord 
stable than the casual sympathies of the mo* 
ment. Health and idleness will always ac- 
count for promiscuous amours ; and in some 
degree I term every person idle, the exercise 
of whose mind does not bear some proportion 
to that of the body. 

The Swedish ladies exercise neither suiSci^ 
ently } of course, grow very fat at an early 
age; and when they have not this downy ap- 
pearance, a comfortable idea, you will say, in 
a cold climate, they are not remarkable for 
fine forms. They have, however, mostly fine 
complexions ; but indolence makes the lily soon 
displace the rose. The quantity of coffee, 
8pice9, and other things of that kind» with warft 
4>i care, almost universally spoil tbeir leethj 
whicb contrast but ill with theic ruby iip^. .v 
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The manners of Stockholm are refined, I 
hear, by the introduction of gallantry; but in 
the country, romping and coarse freedoms, 
with coarser allusionsy keep the spirits awake. 
In the article of cleanliness, the women, of 
all descriptions, seem very deficient; and their 
dress shews that vanity is more inherent in 
women than taste. 

The men appear to have paid still less court 
to the graces. They are a robust, healthy 
race, distinguished for their common sense and 
turn for humour, rather than for wit or senti- 
ment. I include not, as you may suppose, in 
this general character, some of the nobility and 
officers, who having travelled,, are polite and 
well informed. 

I must own to you, that the lower class of 
people here amuse and interest me much more 
than the middling, with their apish good breed- 
ing and prejudices. The sympathy and frank* 
ness of heart conspicuous in the peasantry pro- 
duces even a simple gracefulness of deport- 
ment, which has frequently struck me as very 
picturesque } I have often also been touched 
•by their extreme desire to oblige me, when I 
« could not explain my wants, and by their 
cvnest manner of expressing that desire. 
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There is such i charm in tenderness ! — It is so 
delightful to love our fellow-creatures, and 
meet the honest affections as they break forth. 
Still, my good friend, I begin to think that I 
should not like to live continually in the coun- 
try, with people whose minds have such a nar- 
row range. My heart would frequently be 
interested ; but my mind would languish for 
more companionable society. 

The beauties of nature appear to me now 
even more alliiring than in my youth, because 
my intercourse with the world has formed, 
without vitiating my taste. But, with respect 
to the inhabitants of the country, my fancy has 
probably, when disgusted witb artificial man- 
ners, solaced itself by joining the advantages 
of cultivation with the interesting sincerity of 
innocence, forgetting the lassitude that igno- 
rance will naturally produce. I like to see 
animals sporting, and sympathise in their 
pains and pleasures. Still I love sometimes to 
view the human face divine, and trace the 
soul, as well as the heart, in its varying linea- 
ments. 

A journey to the country, which I must 
shortly make, will enable me to extend my 
.remarkstf«-Adieu ! 
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LETTER V. 

Hav I determined to travel in Sweden 
merely for pleasure, I should probably have 
chosen the ro^d to Stockholm, though con- 
vinced, by repeated observation, that the 
manners of a people are best discriminated in 
the country. The inhabitants of the capital 
are all of the same genus; for the varieties in 
the species we must, therefore, search where 
the habitations of men are so separated as to 
allow the difference of climate to have its na«> 
tural effect. And with this difference we are^ 
perhaps, most forcibly struck at the first view, 
just as we form an estimate of the leading 
traits of a character at the first glance, of 
which intimacy afterwards makes us almost 
lose sight. 

As my affairs cglled me to Stromstad (the 
frontier town of Sweden) in my way to 
Norway, I was to pas9 over, I heard, the 
most uncukivated part of the country. Still 
J believe that the grand features of Sweden 
are the same every where, imd it 'a only the 
grand features that admit of dfscriptioa. 
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There is an individuality in every prospect^ 
which remains in the memory as forcibly 
depicted as the particular features that have 
arrested our attention ^ yet we cannot find 
words to discriminate that individuality so a& 
to enable a stranger to say, this is the face, that 
the view. We may amuse by setting the 
imagination to work ; but we cannot store the 
memory with a fact. 

As I wish to give you a general idea of 
this country, I shall continue in my desul- 
tory manner to make such observations and 
reflections as the circumstances draw forth^ 
without losing time, by endeavouring to ar» 
range them. 

. Travelling in Sweden is very cheap, and 
even commodious, if you make but the proper 
arrangements. Here, as in other parts of the 
continent, it is necessary to have your own 
f:arriage, and to have a servant who can speak 
the language, if you are unacquainted with it« 
Sometimes a servant who can drive would be 
found very useful, which was our case^ for J 
travelled in company with two gentlemen^ 
one of whom had a german servant who drove 
▼cry well. This was all the party j for not 
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intending to make a long stay, I left my little 
girl behind me. 

As the roads are not much frequented, to 
avoid waiting three or four hours for horses, 
we sent, as is the constant custom, an avant 
courier the night before, to order them at every 
post, and we constantly found them ready. 
Our first set I jokingly ttrmcdrequisition horses; 
but afterwards we had almost always little 
spirited animals that went on at a round pace. 

The roads, making allowance for the ups 
and downs, are uncommonly good and plea- 
sant. The expense, including the postillions 
and other incidental things, does not amount 
to more than a shilling the swedi&h mile*. 

The inns are tolerable ; but not liking the 
rye bread, I found it necessary to furnish 
myself with some wheaten before I set out. 
The beds too were particularly disagreeable to 
me. It seemed to me that I was sinking into 
a grave when I entered them j for, immersed 
in down placed in a sort of box, I expected to 
be suflFocated before morning. The sleeping 
between two down beds, they do so ev^n in 
summer, must be very unwholesome during 

* A Swedish mile is nearly six english miles. 
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any season ; and I cannot conceive how the 
people can bear it, especially a$ the summers 
are very warm. But warmth they seem not 
to feel s and, I should think, were afraid of 
the air, by always keeping their windows 
shut. In the winter, I am persuaded, I could 
not exist in rooms thus closed up, with stoves 
heated in their manner, for they only put 
wood into them twice a day ; ^nd, when thp 
stove is thoroughly heated, they shut the flue, 
not admitting any air to renew its elasticity, 
even when the rooms are crowded with com- 
pany. These stoves are made of earthen** 
ware, and often in a form that ornaments an 
apartment, which is never the case with the 
heavy iron ones I have seen elsewhere. Stoves 
may be economical; but I like a fire, a wood 
one, in preference: and I am convinced that 
the current of air which it attracts renders this 
the best mode of warming rooms. 

We arrived early the second evening at a 
little village called Quistram, where we had 
determined to pass the night ; having been in* 
formed that we should not afterwards find a 
tolerable inn until we reached Stromstad. 

Advancing towards Quistram, as the sun was 
beginning tt> decline, I was particularly ioa* 
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pressed by tlie beauty of the situation. The 
road was on the declivity of a rocky moun* 
tain, slightly covered with a mossy herbage 
and vagrant firs. At the bottom, a river, 
straggling amongst the recesses of stone, was 
hastening forward to the ocean and its grey 
rocks, of which we had a prospect on the 
left, whilst on the right it stole peacefully 
forward into the meadows, losing itself in a 
Chickly wooded rising ground. As we drew 
near, the loveliest banks of wild flowers va^ 
Tiegated the prospect, and promised to exhale 
odours to add to the sweetness of the air, 
the purity of which you could alqiost see, 
alas! not smell, for the putrifying J^errings, 
which they use as manure, after the oil has 
been extracted, spread over the patches of 
«arth, claimed by cultivation, destroyed every 
other. 

It was intolerable, and entered with us 
into the inn, which was in other respects a 
charming retreat. 

WhiUt supper was preparing! crossed the 
bridge, and strolled by the river, listening to 
its murmurs. Approaching the bank, the 
beauty of which had attracted my attention 
in the carriage, I peGOgni^ed many of my 

5 
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bid aci)uaiAtance growing with great luKu- 
riaiicy. 

Seated on it, I could not avoid noting an 
obvious remark. Sweden appeared to me tiw 
country in the world most proper to form 
the botanist and natural historian : every ob- 
ject seeoied to remind me of the creation of 
things, of the first efforts of sportive nature. 
When a country arrives at a certain state of 
perfection, it looks as if it were made so ; and 
curiosity is not excited. Besides, in sodal liiir 
too many objects occur for any to be distinctly 
observed by the generality of mankind ; yet-a 
contemplative man, or poet, in the country, I 
do not mean the country adjacent to cities^ 
feels and sees what would escape vulgar eyes, 
and draws suitable inferences. This train of 
reflections might have led me further, in every 
sense of the word ; but I could not escape 
from the detestable evaporation of the herrings, 
which poisoned all my pleasure. 

After making a tolerable supper, for it is 
not easy to get fresh provision on the road, I 
retired, to be lulled to sleep by the murmur- 
ing of a stream, of which I with great diffi- 
culty obuined sufficient to perform my daily 
ablutions. 
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The last battle between the Danes and 
Swedes, which gave new life to their ancient 
enmity, was fought at this place 1788 ; only 
seventeen or eighteen were killed ; for the 
great 'superiority of the Danes and Nprwe- 
^ns obliged the Swedes to submit; but 
sickness, and a scarcity of provision, proved 
very fatal to their opponents, on their re- 
turn. 

It would be very easy to search for the 
particulars of this engagement in the publi- 
cations of the day ; but as this manner of 
filling my pages does not come within my 
plan, I probably should not have remarked 
that the battle was fought here, were it not 
to relate an anecdote which I had from good 
authority. 

I noticed, when I first mentioned this place 
to you, that we descended a steep before we 
came to the inn ; an immense ridge of rocks 
stretching out on one side. The inn was 
^sheltered under them ; and about a hundred 
yards from it was a bridge that crossed the 
river, the murmurs of which I have celebrated ; 
it was not for dable. The Swedish general re- 
ceived orders to stop at the bridge, and dis- 
pute the passage ; a most advantageous post 
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for an army so nrach inferior in force : but 
the influence of beauty is not confined to 
rourts. The mistress of the inn was hand^ 
some:: when I saw her there were still some 
femams of beauty ; and, to preserve her house, 
the general gave up the only tenable station; 
He was afterwards broke for contempt of 
^orders. 

Approaching the frontiers, consequently the 
^ea, nature resumed an aspect ruder and 
4-uder, or ^-ather seemed the bones of the 
world waiting to be clothed with every thing 
iiecessary to give life and beauty. Still it was 
sublime. 

The clouds caught their hue of the rocks 
that menaced them. The sun appeareJ 
afraid to shine, the birds ceased to sing, and 
the ;flowers to bloomy but the eagle fixed his 
jiest high amongst the rocks, and the vulture 
hovered over this abode of desolation. The 
&rm houses, in which, onlypovej'ty resided, 
were formed of logs- scarcely keeping oiF the 
Qold and drifting sno^; out of them the in- 
liabitanta seldom peeped^ and the sports or 
prattling of: children was neither seen nor 
heard. The current of life seemed congealed 
4»t the sources all were not frozen; for it 
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was summeri yon remeulber ; but every diin|t 
i^peared so dull, that I waited to tee ice, in 
order to reconcile me to the absence of 
gaiety. 

The day before, my attention had fre« 
quently been attracted by die wild beauties 
of the country we passed tfarouglu 

The rocks which tossed their £uitastie 
heads so high were often covered with pines 
and firs, varied in the ikiost picturesque raan*- 
ner. Little #oods filled up the recesses, when 
forests did not darken the sceire } and vallies 
and glens, cleared of the trees, displayed a 
dazz^liflg verdure, which contrasted with the 
gloom of the shading pines. The ejre stole 
into many a covert where tranquillity seemed 
to have taken up her abode, and the number 
of little lakes that continually presented them- 
selves added to the peaceful composure of the 
scenery. The little cultivation which . ap- 
peared did. not break the enchantment, nor 
did castles rear their turrets aloft to crush the 
cottages, and prove that man is more savage 
than the. natives of the woods. I heard of 
the bears, but never aaw them stalk forth, 
which I was sorry for; I wished to have 
seen one in its wild state. In die winter, I 
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:^m told) thef mMetimes catch t stnf tow, 
which is a heary loss to the owner. 

The fiunns are smalk Indeed most of the 
"houses we saw on the road indicated po- 
ipeny, or rather that the people could just 
liTe. Towards the frontiers they grew 
worse and worse in their appeaamce, as if 
=not willing to put sterilitf itself out of coun- 
tenance. No gardens smiled round thehabi* 
tations, net a potatoe or cabbage to eat with 
the fish drying on a stick near the door« A 
liule grain here and there appeared, the long 
stalks of which you might ahnost reckom 
The day was gloomy when we passed oret 
this rejected spot, the wind bleak, and winter 
seemed to be contending widi nature, Atntiy 
^(niggUng to change the season* Surely, 
thought I, if die sun ever shines here, it 
cannot warm these stones.) ihoss only cleaved 
to them, partaking of their hardness ; and 
nothing like vegetaUe life appears to chear 
with hope the heart. 

So far from thinking that the primitii^ 
inhabitants of the World lived in a southern 
climate, Where Paradise spontaneously arost^ 
1 am led to infer, from various circumstances, 
that the first dwelling of man happened to be 

s a 



52 

a spot like this which led him to adore a sun 
so seldom seen ; for this worship, which pro- 
bably preceded that of demons or demigods, 
certainly never began, in a southern climate, 
where the continual presence of the sun pre- 
vented its being considered as a good ; or 
father the want of it never being felt, this 
glorious luminary would carelessly have dif- 
fused its blessings without being hailed as a 
benefactor. Man must therefore have been 
pbced in the north, to tempt him to run 
after the sun, in order that the different parts 
of the earth might be peopled. Nor do I 
)»onder that hordes of barbarians always 
poured out of these regions to seek for 
milder climes, when nothing like cultivation 
attached them to the soil i especially when we 
take into the view.that the adventuring spirit, 
common to mon^ is naturally stronger and 
more general during the infiuicy of society. 
The conduct of the followers of Mahomet, 
and the crusaders, will sufficiently corrobo- 
rate my assertion. 

Approaching nearer to Stromstad, the ap- 
pearance of the town proved to be quite in 
character with the country we had just passed 
throug^• I hesitated to use the word conn* 
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try, yet could not find another; still if 
would sound absurd to talk of fields of 
rocks. 

The town was built on, and under them. 
Three or four weather-beaten trees were 
shrinking from the wind; and the grass 
grew so sparingly, that I could not avoid 
thinking Dr. Johnson's hyperbolical assertion 
<^ that the man merited well of his couxi* 
try who made a few blades of grass grow 
where they never grew before," might here 
have been uttered with strict propriety. The 
steeple likewise towered aloft ; for what is a 
church, even amongst the Lutherans, witb» 
out a steeple? But to prevent mischief in 
such an exposed situation, it is wisely placed 
on a rock at some distance, not to endanger 
the roof of the church. 

Rambling about, I saw the door open, 
and entered, when to my great surprise I 
found the clergyman reading prayers, with 
only the clerk attending. I instantly thought 
of Swift's '^ Dearly beloved Roger ;" but on 
inquiry 1 learnt that some one bad died that 
morning, and in Sweden it is customary to 
pray for the dead. 

The sun, who I suspected never dared to 

'3 * 
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i^iiqf^ began aew to cgnviiDD^ me ibat ht- 
csune forth only to torment ;, foe tlMugK thr 
wind was still cuttings the rocks became in^ 
tolerably warm uruier oiy feet^ whibt the her- 
ring effluvia, which I before found so very 
offensive! once more assailed me* I hastened 
^k to the house of |i merchant, the little 
sovereign of the place,, because he was by far 
the richest^ though not the mi^or. 

Here we were most hospitably received, 
and introduced to a very fine and numerous 
£umly. I have before mentioned to you the. 
lillies of the north, I might have added, water 
IjUies, if>T the complexion of many,, evea 
of the young women seem to be bleached on. 
the bosom of snow. But in this youthful 
eirde the rosei bloomed with all their wonted 
freshness, and I wondered from whence the 
fire was stolen which sparkled in their fine 
blue eyes» 

Here we slept; and I cose early in the 
morning to prepare for my little voyage to» 
Norway. I had determined to go by waten^^ 
and was to leave my companions behind;, 
but not getting a boat immediately, and the 
wind being high and unfavourable, I was 
4U)ld that it was not sa£e to go to. aea during^ 
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such boisterous weather; I was therefert 
obliged to wait for the morrow, and had the 
present day on my hands; which I feared 
would be irksome, because the fomtty, wh6 
possessed about a dosen frenck words amongst 
them, and not an english phrase, wereanxioui 
to amuse me, and would not let me remain 
alone in my room. The town we had already 
walked round and round ; and if we advaneed 
£irther on the coast, it was still to view ^ 
same unvaried immensity of water^ sunounded 
by barrenness. 

The gentlemen wishing to peep into No»» 
way, proposed going to Fredericshall^ the fir^t 
town, the distance was only three swcdbh 
miles. There, and back agaii\, was but s 
day's journey, and would not, I theuglil^ 
interfere with my vojrage. I screed, and 
invited the eldest and prettiest of the girls 
to accompany us. I invited her, because I 
liked to see a beautiful fiice animated by (dcsa^ 
sure, and to have an opportunity of it^ank 
ing the country, whilst the gentlemen wore' 
aouising themselves with her. 

I did not know, for I had not dxaight oC 
it, that we were to scale some of the most 
mountainous cliffs of Swedcni in our vnj toi 
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the ferry which separates the two coun-* 
tri^s. I .-, 

. Entering amongst the clifis^ we were sheU 
ter<^ from the wind; warm sunrbeams began 
to play, streams to flow, and groves of 
pipQS diversified the rocks. Sometimes theje 
l>ecame suddenly bare and sublime. Once^ 
in particular, after mounting the most terri&x 
precipice, we had to pass through a tremens 
d9Ms-defile, where the closing chasm seemed 
tp .threaten us with instant destruction, when 
turning quickly, verdant meadows and % 
beautiful lake relieved and charmed my 
cjrc6. 

•' I have never travelled through Switzerland; 
hut one of my companions assured me, that I 
should not there find any thing superior, i£ 
equal, to the wild grandeur of these views. 

As we had not taken this excursion into 
our plan^ the horses iiad not been previously 
ordered, which obliged us to wait two hours 
at the first post. The day was wearing away. 
The road was so bad, that walking up the 
precipices consumed the time insensibly. But 
as we desired horses at each post ready at a 
certain houTi, wc reckoned on returning more 
ipeqdily*. 

m 
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We .stopped to dine at a tolerable fiirmr 
They brought us out Mim, butter, cheese, and 
ftnlk ) and the charge was so moderate,, that 
I scattered a little money amongst the chtU 
dren who were peq>ing at us, m order ta pajr 
them for their trouble. 

Arrived at the fenry, we were still detained ; 
for the people who attend at the ferries have 
a stupid kind of sluggishness in their man- 
ner, which is very provoking when yuu are 
in haste. At present I did not feel it; for 
scrambling up the cliffs, my eye followed the 
river as it rolled between the grand rockjr 
banks; and to complete the scenery, the;^ 
were covered with ftrs and pines, through 
which the wind rustled, as if it were lulling 
itself to sleep with the declining sun* 

Behold us now in Norway; and I couki 
not avoid feeling surprise at observing the 
difference in the manners of the inhabitants of 
the two sides of the river; for every thing shews 
that the norwegians are more industrious and 
more opulent. The Swedes, for neighbours are 
seldom the best friends, accuse the norwegians 
of knavery, and they retaliate by bringing 
a charge of hypocrisy against the Swedes. 
Local circumstances probably render botb 
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unjust, spealding from their feelings, rather 
than reason: and is this astonishing when 
ve consider that moat writers of travels 
have done the same, whose works have served 
as materials for the compilers of universal 
histories. All are eager to give a national 
character ; which is rarely just, because they 
do not discriminate the natural from the ac« 
quired difierence. The natural, I believe, on 
due consideration, will be found to consist 
merely in the degree of vivacity, or thought- 
iulncss, pleasure, or pain, inspired by the 
climate, whilst the varieties which the forms 
^ government, including religion, produce, 
are much more numerous and unstable. 

A people have been characterized as stupid 
by nature } what a paradox! because they 
did not consider that slaves, having no object 
to stimulate industry, have not their faculties 
sharpened by the only thing that can exercise 
them, self-interest. Others have been brought 
forward as brutes, having no aptitude for the 
arts and sciences, only because the progress 
of improvement had not reached that stage 
which produces them. 

Those writers who. have conaidered the 
history of man, or of the bmaan mind, c^ a 



59 

neve enlarged scak) hai^e fellcit intir sfmOar 
trrors, not rtflectuig that die pa^iens an^ 
weak where the neceuaries •£ Itfc are to(> 
kardXy of too eatify obtained. 

Travelters^ mh^ rei|uire tAac every nation 
should resemble their native country^ had bet-^ 
ter stay at home^ It is^. fi>r example^ absunl 
to blame a people foe not having that degree 
of personal eleanKness and elegance of man-^ 
ners which only refinement o£ taste produces^ 
and will produce every whece in proportion as« 
society attains a general polish. The most 
essential secvice^ I presume^ that authors; 
could render to* society, would be to promote* 
inqurrjr and dtscussbn^ instead of nnaking: 
those dogmatical aasertions which only appeac 
calculated to gird tJiebuman mind round witk 
imaginary circles^ like the paper globe which* 
lepresents the one he inhabits. 

This spirit of iaquicy is the characteristic 
of the present century, from> which the suc«^ 
cecding will> I am pecsuaded, ceceive a great 
accumulation of knowledge; and doubtlesa^ 
ks difiiiiipn will in.&gceat measuredestroy the 
fiictitious national characters whidi have been, 
supposed permanent, though only rendered^ 
so by the perioanenoy of igiK>i;aa«e^ 
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Arriving at Frcdcricshall, at the siege of 
which Charles XII lost his life, we had only^ 
time to take a transient view of it, whilst 
they were preparing us some refreshment. 

Poor Charles ! I thought of him with re- 
spect. I have always felt the same for 
Alexander; with whom he has been classed 
as a madman, by several writers, who have 
reasoned superficially, confounding the mo- 
rals of the day with the few grand principles 
on which unchangeable morality rests. Mak- 
ing no allowance for the ignorance and preju- 
dices of the period, they do not perceive how 
much they themselves are indebted to general 
improvement for the acquirements, and even 
the virtues, which they would not have had 
the force of mind to attain, by their in- 
dividual exertions in a less advanced state of 
society. 

The evening was fine, as is usual at this 
season; and the refreshing odour of the pine 
woods became more perceptible ; for it was 
nine o'clock when we left Fredericshall. At 
the ferry we were detained by a dispute rela- 
tive to our Swedish passport, which we did 
not think of getting countersigned in Nor- 
way. Midnight was coming on^ yet it 
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might with such pcoprietjr have been termed 
the noon of night, that had Young ever tra- 
velled towards the north, I should not have 
wondered at his becoming ei|amoured of the 
moon. But it is not the queen of night 
alone who reigns here in all her splendor, 
though the sun, loitering just below the hori- 
zon, decks her with a golden tinge from his 
car, illuminating the cliiFs that hide him; 
the heavens also, of a clear softened blue, 
throw her forward, and the evening star 
appears a smaller moon to the naked ejre* The 
huge shadows of the rocks, fringed with 
firs, concentrating the views, without dark* 
ening them, excited that tender melancholy 
which, sublimating the imagination, exalts, 
rather than depresses the miiid. 

My companions fell asleep:— —fortunaltely 
they did not snore; and I contemplated^ 
fearless of idle questions, a night such as I had 
never before seen or felt to charm the senses^ 
and calm the heart. The very air.was balm^^ 
as it freshened into morn, producing tbr 
most voluptuous sensations. . A vague plea- 
surable sentiment absorbed me, as'I opened 
my bosom to the embraces of nature ; and 
my soul rose to its author, with the chirping 
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ttf tke toUtBXf hivisy which began to feel^ m« 
dKff thiH tee, advancing day. I bad leisure 
to mark its progress. The grey ftiorn, 
^creaked with silvery rays, ushered in the 
^ienC beam8)-^how beautifully varying into 
purple !«*^yct) I was sorry to lose the soft 
watry ckntds which preceded them^ exciting 
a kind of expectation that made me almost 
mfratd to breathe, lest I should break the 
chakv). I saw the sun^-Hmd sighed. 

One of my companions^ sow awake, per-* 
-ceiting Att Vbt postillion had mistaken the 
totciy b^an to swear at him^ and roused the 
«ther twO| who reluctantly shook off sleep. 

We had immediately to measure back our 
steps, and did not reach StroMtad before 
£ve in the morning. 

The wind had changed, in the night, and 
^y bo>t wm^eady » 

A dish cf coffee, and fresh linen, recruited 
4ny spirits*; and I ditvctly set out again for 
JNorwa3r: puiposing to land much higher up 
4he coast. 

Wrapping my :gFeat coat round me, I lay 
odown on some sails at the bottom of the 
A>oat, its motion rocking me to rest, till a 
discourteous wave interruypted mj slumbers^ 



6j 

and obliged me to rise and feel a solitariness 
which was not so soothing as that of the past 
night* 

Adieu! 



u 




XETTER VI. 



jThe sea was boisterous; but, as I had an 
experienced pilot, I did not apprehend any 
danger. Sometimes I was told, boats are 
driven far out and lost. However, I seldom 
calculate chances so nicely — sufficient for the 
day is the obvious evill 

• We had to steer amongst islands and huge 
rocks, rarely losing sight of the shore, though 
it now and then appeared only a mist that 
bordered the water's edge. The pilot assured 
me that the numerous harbours on the 
Norway coast were very safe, and the pilot- 
boats were always on the watch. The Swedish 
«ide is very dangerous, I am also informed ; 
and the help of experience is not often at 
band, to enable strange vessels to steer clear 
of the rocks, which lurk below the water, 
close to the shore. 

There are no tides here, nor In the Cattegate^ 
and, what appeared to nie a consequence, no 
tsandy beach. Perhaps this observation has 
been made before ; but it did not occur to me 
till 1 saw the waves continually, beating against 
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tTie bare rocks', without ever receding to leave 
a sediment to harden. 

The wind was fair, till we had to tack 
about in order to enter Laurvig, where we 
arrived towards three o'clock in the after- 
noon. It is a clean, pleasant town, with 
a considerable iron-work, which gives life td 
it. 

As the norwegians do not frequently see tnu 
vellers, they are very curious to know their 
business, and who they are — so curious that 
I was half tempted to adopt Dr. Franklin't 
plan, when travelling in America, where they 
are equally prying, which was to write on 
a paper, for public inspection, my name, 
from whence I came, where I was going, and 
what was my business* But if I were im- 
portuned by their curiosity, their friendly 
gestures gratified me. A woman, coming 
alone, interested them. And I know not 
whether my weariness gave me a look of pe» 
culiar delicacy; but they approached to assist 
tne, and enquire after my wants, as if they 
were afraid to hurt, and wished to protect me. 
•The sympathy I inspired, thus dropping dowii 
/rom thb clouds in a strange land, affected mt 
Qiore than it would have done, had not mf 
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spUits been I baxassed by various causes--^bj. 
much thinking — musing almost to madness-— 
and even by a sort of weak melancholy that 
ti^ung about my heart at parting with my 
daughter for the first time. 

You know that as a female I am particul- 
arly attached to her — I feel more than a 
mother's fondness and anxiety, when I reflect 
on^ the dependent and oppressed state of her 
sex. I dread lest she should be forced to sa^- 
crifice her heart to her principles, or prin- 
ciples to her heart. With trembling hand I 
shall cultivate sensibility, and cherish delicacy 
^f sentiment, lest, whilst I lend fresh blushes 
ta the rose, I sharpen the thorns that will 
wound the breast I would fain guard — I 
4^qad to unfold her n}ind, lest it should ren- 
^ her unfit for the world she is to inhabit— 
SapJes^ wonian ] what a fate is thine ! 

Bnt HKbither am I wandering? I only meaot 
U^ t^ll jou that the impression the kindness of 
ibe sioQipk people made visible on my counte** 
aanpe increased my sensibility to a painful de* 
g^^e, I wished to have bad a room to myselfi 
ffx theif attenUon, and rather distressing ob- 
servation) embarrassed me extremely. Yel^ 
•9;tbfiy ifm^i. k^ng me.eggS| and mkfi.wf 
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coffee, I found I could not leave theni itith- 
out hurting their feelings of hospitality. 

It is customary here for the host and hostess 
to welcome their guests as master and mis- 
tress of the house. 

My clothes, in their turn, attracted the 
attention of the females; and I could not help 
' thinking of the foolish vanity which makes 
many women so proud of the observation of 
strangers as to take wonder very gratuitously 
for admiration. This error they are very apt 
to fall into ; when arrived in a foreign coun* 
try, the populace stare at them as they pass t 
yet the make of a cap, or the singularity of 
z' gown, is often the cause of the flattering 
attention, -which afterwards supports a fan- 
tastic superstructure of self-conceit. 

Not having brought a carriage over with 
me, expecting to have met a person where 
I landed, who was immediately to have pr6- 
cured me one, I was detained whilst the 
good people of the inn sent round to all- 
their acquaintance to search for a vehicle. A 
rude sort of cabriole was at last found, and M 
driver half drunk, who was not less eager 
to make a good bargain on that account. I 
had a <iaaish captain of a ship and* his mate 
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with me : the former was to ride on horse-' 
back, at which he was not very expert, and 
the latter to partake of my seat. The 
driver mounted behind to guide the horses, 
and flourish the whip over our shoulders; 
he would not suffer the reins out of his 
•wn hands. There was something so gro- 
tesque in our appearance, that I couM not 
avoid shrinking into myself when I saw a 
gentleman-like man in the group which 
crowded round the door to observe us. I 
could have broken the driver's whip for 
cracking to call the women and children 
together; but seeing a significant smile on 
the face, I had before remarked, I burst into 
a laugh, to allow him to do so too, — and 
away we flew* This is not a flourish of the 
pen ; for we actually went on full gallop a 
Jong time, the horses being very good ; in- 
deed I have never met with better, if so 
good, post-horses, as in Norway; they are 
of a stouter make than the english horses, 
appear to be well fed, and are not easily 
tired. 

I had to pass over, I was informed, the 
most fertile and best cultivated tract of coun- 
try in Norway, The distance was three nor- 
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wegian miles, which are longer than the 
Swedish. The roads were very good } the 
farmers are obliged to repair them ; and we 
scampered through a great extent of country 
in a more improved state than any I had viewed 
since I left England. Still there was suffici- 
ent of hills, dales, and rocks, to prevent the 
idea of a plain from entering the head, or even 
of such scenery as England and France a& 
ford. The prospects were also embellished 
by water, rivers, and lakes, before the sea 
proudly claimed my regard; and the road 
running frequently through lofty groves, 
rendered the landscapes beautiful, though 
they were not so romantic as those I had 
lately seen with such delight. 

It was late when I reached Tonsberg; 
and I was glad to go to bed at a decent 
inn. The next morning, the 17th of July, 
conversing with the gentleman with whom I 
had business to transact, I found that I 
should be detained at Tonsberg three weeks j 
and I lamented that I had not brought my 
child with me. 

The inn was quiet, and my room so 
pleasant, commanding a view of the sea, 
confined by an amphitheatre of hanging 
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woods, that I wished to retnam thcre^ 
though no one in the house could speak 
cnglish or french. The mayor, my friend^ 
however, sent a young woman to me who 
$poke a little english, and she agreed to call 
on me twice a day, to receive my orders^ 
and translate them to my hostess. 

My not understanding the language was 
an excellent pretext for dining alone, which 
I prevailed on them to let me do at a late 
Jiour; for the early dinners In Sweden had 
f ntirely deranged my day, I could not al* 
ter it there, without disturbing the economy 
of a family where I was as a visitor ^ ne- 
cessity having forced me to accept of aa 
invitation from a private family^ the lodgings 
were so incommodious. 

Amongst the norwegians I had the ar« 
xangement of my own time^ and I deter- 
ini(ied to regulate it in such a manner, that 
I might enjoy as much of their sweet 
summer as I possibly could; — short, it is 
true; but " passing sweet." 

I never endured a winter in this rude 
dime; consequently it was not the contrast, 
\)ut the real beauty of the season which 
^lade the present summer appear, to me 
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the finest I had -ever seen. Shelteilid 
from the north and eastern winds, nothing 
cah exceed the salubrity, the soft freshness 
of the western gales. In the evening thejr 
also die away; the aspen leaved tt-dthble 
into iitillness, and reposing nature seettis tb 
be warmed by the itioon, which here assumes 
a genial aspect: and if a light shower H* 
chanced to fall with the sun, the junipef, 
the underwood of* the forest, exh^fefe k 
^ild perfutlie, mixed with a thousand ittttftt- 
less sweets, thdt, soothing the heart, Itovfc 
images in the memory which the imaginatictti 
will ever hold dear. 

Nature is the nurse of sentnnent,-^the 
true source of taftej-^yet what rnrset}^, 
as well as rapture, is produced by a quick per- 
ception of the beautiful and sublime, wheil 
it is exercised in observing animated rt^turc, 
when every beauteous feeling and eiiiotibtt ei- 
cites responsive sympathy, and the harmonized 
soul sinks into melancholy, or rises to ex- 
tasy, just as the chords are touched, like the 
aeolian harp agitated by the chatigiA'g wmfdf. 
But how dangerous is it to foster thcisfe 
eentiments in such an imperfect state of 
existences and how diffiralt ta etadiorte 
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Aem when an affection for mankind, a pas- 
sion for an individual, is but the unfolding 
of that love which embraces all that is great 
and beautiful ! 

When a warm heart has received strong im* 
pressions, they are not to be effaced. Emotions 
become sentiments s and the imagination ren* 
ders even transient sensations permanent, by 
fondly retracing them. I cannot, without a 
thrill of delight, recollect views I have seen^ 
which are not to be forgotten, — ^nor looks I 
have felt in every nerve which I shall never 
more meet. The grave has closed over a 
dear friend, the friend of my youths still 
she is present with me, and I hear her soft 
Toice warbling as I stray over the heath. 
Fate has separated me from another, the 
fire of whose eyes, tempered by infantine 
tenderness, still warms my breast; even 
when gazing on these tremendous cliffs, sub- 
lime emotions absorb my soul. And, smile 
not^ if I add, that the rosy tint of morning 
reminds me of a suffusion, which will ne* 
ver more charm my senses, unless it re- 
Bppears on the cheeks* of my child. Her 
sweet blushes I may yet hide in my bosom, 
and she is still too you^g to ask why staru 
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the tear, so near akin to pleasure and 
pain? 

I cannot write any more at present. T<> 
morrow we will talk of Tonsberg. 



n 



LETTER VII. 



Though the king of Denmark be an ab- 
solute monarch, yet the norwegians appear 
to enjoy all the blessings of freedom. Nor- 
way may be termed a sister kingdom ; but the 
people have no viceroy to lord it over them^ 
and fatten Jiis dependants with the fruit of 
their labour. 

There are only two counts in the whole 
country, who have estates, and exact some 
feudal observances from their tenantry. All 
the rest of the country is divided into small 
farms, which belong to the cultivator. It 
is true, some few, appertaining to the church, 
are letj but always on a lease for life, 
generally renewed in favour of the eldest 
son, who has this advantage, as well as a 
right to a double portion of the property* 
But the value of the farm is estimated ; and 
after his portion is assigned to him, he must 
be answerable for the residue to the remaining 
part of the family. 

Every farmer, for ten years, is obliged 
to attend annually about twelve days, to 
learn the military exercise^ \mt it is always 
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at a small distance from his dwelling, anddolef 
not lead him into any new habits of life. 

There are about six thousand regulars also^ 
in garrison at Christiana and Fredericshall> 
who are equally reserved, with the militia^ 
for the defence of their own country. So 
that when the prince royal passed into Swe*i 
den, in 1788, he was obliged to request, not 
command, them to accompany him on this 
expedition. 

These corps are mostly composed of the son» 
of the cottagers, who being labourers on the 
£u'ms, are allowed a few acres to cultivate 
for themselves. These men voluntarily enlist ;> 
but it is only fbr a limited period, (six 
years) at the expiration of which they have 
the liberty of retiring. The pay is only 
two-pence a day, and bread ; still, consider*> 
ing the cheapness of the country^ it is more* 
than sixpence in England, 

The distribution of landed property into* 
small farms, produces a degree of equa^ 
lity which I have seldom seen elsewhere ;. 
and the rich being all merchants, who are 
obliged to divide their personal fortune 
amongst their children, the boys always re-^ 
feiving twice as much as the girls, prc^ 
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^erty has not a chance of accumulating till 
overgrowing wealth destroys the balance of 
liberty. 

You will be surprised to hear me talk of 
liberty; yet the norwegians appear to me 
to be the most free community I have ever 
observed. 

The mayor of each town or district, and 
the judges in the country, exercise an au- 
thority almost patriarchal. They can do 
much good, but little harm, as every indi« 
vidual can appeal from their judgment: 
and as they may always be forced to give 
a reason for their conduct, it is generally 
regulated by prudence, * They have not 
time to learn to be tyrants,' said a gentle- 
man to me, with whom I discussed the sub- 
ject. 

The farmers not fearing to be turned 
out of their farms, should they displease a 
man in power, and having no vote to be 
commanded at an election for a mock re- 
presentative, are a manly race; for not be- 
ing obliged to submit to any debasing te- 
nure, in order to live, or advance them- 
selves in the world, they act with an inde- 
pendent spirit. I never yet have heard of any 
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thing like domineering, or oppression, ex- 
cepting such as has arisen from natural causes. 
The freedom the people enjoy may, perhapS| 
render them a little litigious, and subject 
chem to the impositions of cunning practi- 
tioners of the law ; but the authority of office 
is bounded, and the emoluments of it do not 
destroy its utility. 

Last year a man, who had abused 
his power, was cashiered, on the representa* 
tion of the people to the bailliF of the dis« 
trict. 

There are four in Norway, who might 
with propriety be termed sheriffs ; and, from 
their sentence, an appeal, by either party.^, 
may be made to Copenhagen. 

Near most of the towns are commons, on 
which the cows of all the inhabitants, indis* 
criminately, are allowed to graze. The poor, 
to whom a cow is necessary, are almost sup- 
ported by it. Besides, to render living more 
icasy, they all go out to fish in their own 
boats 3 and fish is their principal food. 

The lower class of people in the towns are 
in general sailors ; and the industrious have 
usually little ventures of their own that serve 
to render the winter comfortablet 
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With respect to the country at large, thr 
importation is considerably in favour of Nor-» 
^ay. 

They are forbidden, at present, to export 
-corn or rye, on account of the advanced price. 

The restriction which most resembles the 
|>ainful subordination of Ireland, is that ves- 
sels, trading to the West Indies, arc obliged 
■lo pass by their ow^n ports, and unload their 
cargoes at Copenhagen, which t;hey after- 
'wards reship. The duty is indeed inconsi- 
-derable i but the navigation being dangerous^ 
^ey run a double risk. 

There is an excise on all articles of con- 
sumption brought to the towns; but the 
ofHcers are not strict j and it would be 
I'eckoned invidious to enter a house to search, 
as in England. 

The norwegians appear to me a sensible, 
«faiiewd people, with little scientific know- 
ledge, and still less taste for literature: but 
thty are arriving at the epoch which precedes 
(he introduction of the arts and sciences. 

Most of the towns are sea-ports, and sea- 
ports are not favourable to improvement 
The captains acquire a little superficial know- 
ledge by trawUingy which their indefatiga^ 
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ble attention to the making of money pre- 
vents their digesting ; and the fortune that 
they thus laboriously acquire, is spent> as it 
usually is in towns of this description, in 
shew and good living. They love their 
country, but have not much public spirit.* 
Their exertions are, generally speaking, only 
for their families -, which I conceive will al- 
ways be the case, till politics, becoming a 
subject of discussion, enlarges the heart by 
opening the understanding. The frcnch re- 
volution will have this effect. They sing 
at present, with great glee, many republican 
songs, and seem earnestly to wish that the 
republic may stand; yet they appear very 
much attached to their prince royal ; and, a& 
far as rumour can give an idea of a character^ 
he appears to merit their attachment. When 
I am at Copenhagen, I shall be able to ascer- 
tain on what foundation their good opinion 
is' built; at present I am only the echo 
of it. 



• The grand virtues of the heart, particularly 
tlitt enlarged humanity w4iich- extends*lo the wh^la 
human race, depend more on the understar^dingi. X 
l>elieve| thaais generally imagined. 
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f n the year 1 788 he travelled through Nor- 
way ; and acts of mercy gave dignity to the 
paradC) and interest to the joy, his presence 
inspired. At this town he pardoned a girl 
condemned to die for murdering an illegiti- 
mate child, a crime seldom committed in this 
country. She is since married, and become 
the careful mother of a family. This might 
be given as an instance, that a desperate act is 
not always a proof of art incorrigible depra- 
rity of character; the only plausible excuse 
that has been brought forward to justify the 
infliction of capital punishments. 

I will relate two or three other- anecdotes 
to you ; for the truth of which I will not 
vouch because the facts were not of sufficient 
consequence for me to take much pains to 
ascertain them j and, true or false, they 
evince that the people like to make a kind of 
mistress af their prince. 

An officer, mortally wounded at th« 
ill-advised battle of Quistram, desired to 
speak with the prince 5 and, with his dying 
breath, earnestly j:ecommended to his care 
a «young woman of Christiana, to whom 
he was engaged- When the prince, returned 
there, a ball was given by the chief inha- 
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bitants. H:^ inquired whether this unfortik- 
nate girl was invited, and requested that she 
might, though of the second class. The 
girl came j she was pretty ; and finding her- 
self amongst her superiors, bashfully sat 
down as near the door as possible, nobody 
taking notice of her. Shortly after, the prince 
entering, immediately inquired for her, and 
asked her to dance, to the mortification of 
the rich dames. After it was over he handed 
her to the top of the room, and placing him- 
self by her, spoke of the loss she had sus- 
tained, with tenderness, promising to provide 
for any one she should marry, — ^as the story 
goes. She is since married, and he has not 
forgotten his promise. 

A little girl, during the same expedition^ 
in Sweden, who informed him that the logs 
of a bridge were cut underneath, was taken 
by his orders to Christiania, and put to school 
at his expence. 

Before I retail other beneficial effects of his 
journey, it is necessary to inform you that 
the laws here are mild, and do not punish 
capitally for any crime but murder, which sel- 
dom occurs. Every ,othcr oflFence mereijr 
subjects the delinquent to imprisonment and 

G 
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labour In the castle, or rather arsenal, at Chrrs-* 
tiania, and the fortress at FredericshalJ. The- 
first and second conviction produces a sen- 
tence for a limited number of years, — twoy, 
three, five, or seven,, proportioned to the 
atrocity of the crime. After the third he is 
whipped, branded in the forehead, and con* 
demried to perpetual slavery. This is the^ 
ordinary course of justice. For some fla- 
grant breaches of trust, or acts of wanton 
cruelty, criminals have been condemned ta 
slavery for life, the first time of conviction^ 
but not frequently. The number of these 
slaves do not, I am informed, amount ta 
more than a hundred, which is not con- 
siderable, compared with the population, up- 
wards of eight hundred thousand. Should I 
pass through Christiania, on my return ta 
Gothenburg, I shall probably have an oppor- 
tunity of learning other particulars. 

There is also a house of correction at Chris- 
tiania for trifling misdemeanors, where the wo- 
men are confined to labour and imprisonment 
even for life. The state of the prisoners was 
represented to the prince j in consequence of 
which, he visited the arsenal and house of cor- 
rection. The slaves at the arsenal were loaded 

4 
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with irons of a great weight; he ordered 
them to be lightened as much as possible. 

The people in the house of correction 
were commanded not to speak to him; but 
four women, condemned to remain there for 
life, got into the passage, and fell at his feet. 
He granted them a pardon ; and inquiring 
respecting the treatment of the prisoners, he 
was informed that they were frequently 
whipt going in, and coming out; and for 
any fault, at the discretion of the inspectors. 
This custom he humanely abolished ; though 
some of the principal inhabitants, whose situ- 
ation in life had raised them above the temp- 
tation of ftealing, were of opinion that these 
chastisements were necessary and wholesome. 

In short, every thing seems to announce that 
the prince really cherishes the laudable ambi- 
tion of fulfilling the duties of his station. This 
ambition is cherished and directed by the 
count Bernstorf, the prime minister of Den- 
mark, who is universally celebrated for his 
abilities and virtue. The happiness of the 
people is a substantial eulogium ; and, from 
all I can gather, the inhabitants of Denmark 
and Norway are the least oppressed people of 
Europe. The press is free. They translate 
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any of the French publications of the dajr, 
deh'ver their opinion on the subject, and dis- 
cuss those it leads to with great freedom, 
and without fearing to displease the govern- 
ment. 

On the subject of religion they are likewise 
becoming tolerant, at least, and perhaps have 
advanced a step further in free-thinking. One 
writer has ventured to deny the divinity of 
Jesus Christ, and to question the necessity or 
utility of the christian syftem, without being 
considered universally as a monster, which 
would have been the case a few years ago. 
They have translated many german works 
on education i and though they have not 
adopted any of their p^ans, it is become a 
subject of discussion. There are some gram- 
mar and free schools ; but, from what I hear, 
not very good ones. All the children learn to 
read, write, and cast accounts, for the pur- 
poses of common life. They have no uni- 
versity ; and nothing that deserves the name 
sof science is taught ; nor do individuals, by 
pursuing any branch of knowledge, excite 
rz degree of curiosity which is the forerunner 
of improvement. Knowledge is not absolutely 
^necessary to enable a considerable portion of 
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the community to live; and, till it is, I fear, 
it never becomes general. 

In this country, where minerals abound, 
there is not one collection: and, in all 
probability, I venture a conjecture, the want 
of mechanical and chemical knowledge ren- 
ders the silver mines unproductive; for the 
quantity of silver obtained every year is 
not sufficient to defray the expences. It has 
been urged, that the employment of such 
a number of hands is very beneficial. But a 
positive loss is never to be done away ; and 
the men, thus employed, would naturally find 
jsome other means of living, instead of being 
thus a dead weight on government, or rather 
on the community from whom its revenue i§ 
drawn. 

About three english miles from Tonsberg 
there is a salt work, belonging, like all their 
establishments, to government, in which they 
employ above a hundred and fifty men, and 
maintain nearly five hundred people, who 
earn their living. The clear profit, an in- 
creasing one, amounts to two thousand pounds 
sterling. And as the eldest son of the in« 
$pector, an ingenious young man, has been 
sent by the government to travel, and ac-« 



<fuire some mathematical and chemical know- 
ledge in Germany, it has a chance of being 
improved. He is the only person I have met 
with here, who Appears to have a scientific 
turn of mind. I do not mean to assert that I 
have not met with others, who have a spirit of 
inquiry. 

The salt-works at St. Ubes are basons in 
^he sand, and the sun produces the evapora- 
tion : but here there is no beach. Besides, 
the heat of summer is so short-lived, that it 
would be idle to contrive machines for such 
an inconsiderable portion of the year. They 
therefore always use fires ; and the whole 
establishment appears to be regulated with 
judgment. 

The situation is well chosen and beautiful. 
I do not find, from the observation of a per- 
son who has resided here for forty years, that 
the sea advances or rec^edes on this coast. 

I have already remarked, that little at- 
tention is paid to education, excepting reading, 
writing, and the rudiments of arithmetic ; 1 
ought to have added, that a catechism is care- 
fully taught, and the children obliged to read 
in the churches, before the congregation, to 
prove that they are not neglected. 



i 



87 

fiegrces, to ehable any one to practise any 
profession, must be taken at Copenhagen ; and 
the people of this country, having the good 
sense to perceive that men who are to live in 
jSL community should at least acquire the ele- 
ments of their knowledge, and form their 
youthful attachments there, are seriously en- 
deavouring to establish an university in Nor- 
way. And Tonsberg, as a central place ia 
the best part of the country, had the most suf- 
frages^ for, experiencing the bad effects of 
a metropolis^ they have determined not to 
have it in or near Christiania. Should such 
^n establishment take place, it will promote 
inquiry throughout the country, and give 
ii new face to society* Premiums have been 
.offered, and prize questions written, which I 
am told have merit. The building college- 
halls, and other appendages of the seat of 
science, might enable Tonsberg to recover its 
pristine consequence; for it is one of the most 
ancient towns of Norway, and once contained 
nine churches. At present there are only two. 
One is a very old structure, and has a gothic 
respectability about it, which scarcely amounts 
to grandeur, because, to render a gothic pile 
grand, it must have a huge unwieldiness of 
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appearance. The chapel of Windsor may be 
an exception to this rule; I mean before it 
was in its present nice^ clean state. When I 
first saw it, the pillars within had acquired, 
by time, a sombre hue, which accorded with 
the architecture; and the gloom increased its 
dimensions to the eye by hiding its parts; but 
how it all bursts on the view at once; and 
the sublimity has vanished before the brush 
and broom; for it has been white-washed and 
scraped till it is become as bright and neat as 
the pots and pans in a notable house-wife's 
kitchen — yes; the very spurs on the recum- 
bent knights were deprived of their venerable 
rust, to give a striking proof that a love of 
order in trifles, and taste for proportion and 
arrangement, are very distinct. The glare of 
light thus introduced, entirely destroys the 
sentiment these piles are calculated to infpire ; 
so that, when I heard something like a jig 
from the organ-loft, I thought it an excellent 
hall for dancing or feasting. The measured 
pace of thought with which I had entered the 
cathedral, changed into a trip ; and I bounded 
on the terrace, to see the royal family, with 
.a number of ridiculous images in my head, 
that I shall not now recal. 
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The norwegians are fond of music ; and 
every little church has an organ. In the 
church I have mentioned, there is an in- 
scription importing that a king, *James the 
sixth, of Scotland, and first of England, 
who came with more than princely gallantry, 
to escort his bride home, stood there, and 
heard divine service. 

There is a little recess full of coffins, which 
contains bodies embalmed long since — so long, 
that there is not even a tradition to lead to 
a guess at their names. 



* " Anno 15S9, St. Martin's Day, which was 
the nth Day of November, on a Tuesday, came the 
high-born Prince and Lord Jacob Stuart, King in 
Scotland, to this Town, and the a5th Sunday after 
Trinity (Sunday) which was the i6th Day of No- 
vember, stood his Grace in this Few, and heard 
Scotch Preaching from the 23d Psalm, * The Lord 
is my Shepherd,' &c. which M. David Lentz, 
Preacher in Lith, then preached between 10 and 

12." 

The above is an inscription which stands in St. 
Mary's church, in Tonsberg. 

It is known that king James the sixth went to 
Norway, to marry princess Anna, the daughter of 
Frederick the second, and sister to Christian the 
fourth ; and that the wedding was performed at 
Opslo (now Christiania), where the princefs, by 
contrary winds, was detained ; but that the king, 
during this voyage, was at Tonsberg, nobody would 
have known, if an inscription, in remembrance of 
it, had not been placed in this church. 



• A desire of preserving the body secnw to 
have prevailed in most countries of the world, 
futile as it is to term it a preservation, when 
the noblest parts are immediately sacrificed 
merely to save the muscles, skin and bone 
from rottenness. When I was shewn these 
human petrifactions, I shrunk back with dis- 
gust and horror. *' Ashes to ashes i" thought 
I; — " Dust todust!" — If this be not dissolution, 
it is something worse than natural decay — It 
is treason against humanity, thus to lift up the 
awful veil which would fain hide its weakness* 
The grandeur of the active principJe is never 
iinore sli'ongly felt than at such a sights for no- 
thing is so ugly as the human form when dc- 
j)rived of life, andlhus dried into stone, merely 
*to preserve the most disgusting image of deatL 
The contemplation of noble ruins produces a 
.melancholy that exalts the mind. — We take 
a retrospect of the exertions of man, the fat^ 
of empires and their rulers; and marking 
the grand destruction of ages, it seems the 
jjecessary change x>f time leading to impxove- 
tncnt. — Our very-soul expands,, and we forget 
our littleness ; how painfully brought to our 
recollection by such vain attempts to snatch 
^rom decay what is destined so soon to perish. 
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Xife, what art thou ? Where goes this breath ? 
this /, so much alive? In what element will it 
tnix, giving or receiving fresh energy? — 
What will break the enchantment of anima^. 
tion ? — For worlds, I would not sec a form I 
Joved — embalmed in my heart — ^thus sacri- 
legiously handled! Pugh! my stomach 

turns. — Is this all the distinction of the rich 
in the grave? — They had better quietly allow 
the scythe of equality to mow them down 
with the common mass, than struggle to be- 
come a monument of the instability of human 
greatness. 

The teeth, nails and skin were whole, 
without appearing black like the Egyptian 
mummies; and some silk, in which they had 
been wrapt, still preserved its colour, pink, 
with tolerable freshness. 

I could not learn how long the bodies had 
been in this state, in which they bid fair to 
remain till the day of judgment, if there is to 
be such a day; and before that time, it will re- 
quire some trouble to make them fit to ap- 
pear in company with angels, without dis- 
gracing humanity. — God bless you! I feel a 
conviction that we have some perfectible prin- 
ciple in our present vestment, which will not 
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cadence with the tinkling bells on the neck* 
of the cows, that, pacing slowly one after the 
other, along an inviting path in the vale 
below, were repairing to the cottages to be 
milked. With what ineffable pleasure have I 
not gazed — ^and gazed again, losing my breath 
through my eyes — my very soul diffused itself 
in the scene — and, seeming to become all 
senses, glided in the scarcely-agitated waves, 
melted in the freshening breeze, or, taking its 

, flight with fairy wing, to the misty moun- 
tains which bounded the prospect, fancy tript 
over new lawns, more beautiful even than the 
lovely slopes on the winding shore before 
me.- I pause, again breathless, to trace, with 
renewed delight, sentiments which entranced 
me, when, turning my humid eyes from the 
expanse below to the vault above, my sight 
pierced the fleecy clouds that softened the 

'a^ure brightness; and, imperceptibly recalling 
the reveries of childhood, I bowed before the 
awful throne of my Creator, whilst I rested 
on its footstool. 

You have sometimes wondered, my dear 

^ friend, at the extreme affection of my nature— 
But such is the temperature of my soul — Itis 
|iot the vivacity of youth, the hey-day of 
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existence. For years have I endeavoured to 
calm an impetuous tide-rlabouring to make 
my feelings take an orderly course. — It was 
Striving against the stream. — I must love and 
admire with warmth, or I sink into sadness. 
Tokens of love which I have received have 
rapt me in clysium— purifying the heart they 
enchanted.— My bosom still glows. — Do not 
saucily ask, repeating Sterne's question, "Ma- 
^' ria, is it still so warm V Sufficiently, O my 
God ! has it been chilled by sorrow and un- 
kindness — still nature will prevail— and if I 
blush at recollecting past enjoyment, it is the 
rosy hue of pleasure heightened by modesty i 
for the blush of modesty and shame are as. 
distinct as the emotions by which they are 
produced. 

I need scarcely inform you,^ after telling; 
you of my walks, that my constitutioiii 
has been renovated here; and that I 
have recovered my activity,^ even whilst at- 
taining a little embonpoint. My imprudence 
last winter, and some untoward accidents, 
just at the time I was weaning my child, had 
reduced me to a state of weakness which I 
never before experienced. A slow fever preyed 
on me every night, during my residence ia 
Sweden, and after I arrived at Tonsberg. Ry 
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chance I found a fine rivulet filtered through 
the rocks, and confined in a bason for the cattle* 
It tasted to me like a chalybeat ; at any Tate it 
was pure.; and the good effect of the various 
waters which invalides are sent to drink, de- 
pends, I believe, more on the air, exercise and 
change of scene, than on their medicinal qua- 
lities. I therefore determined to turn my 
morning walks towards it, and seek for health 
froln the nymph of the fountain; partaking 
of the beverage offered to the tenants of the 
shade. 

Chance likewise led me to discover a new 
pleasure, equally beneficial to my health. I 
wished to avail myself of my vicinity to the 
sea, and bathe; but it was not possible near 
the town; there was no convenience. The 
young woman whom I mentioned to you, 
proposed rowing me across the water, amongst 
the rocks; but as she was pregnant, I insisted 
on taking one of the oars, and learning to 
row* It was not difficult ; and I do not know 
a pleasanter exercise. I soon became expert, 
and my train of thinking kept time, as it 
were, with the oars, or I suffered the boat 
to be carried along by the current, indulging 
a pleasing forgetfulness, or fallacious bopes.^^i 



flow fallncious ! yet, without hope, what is to 
aistain life, but the fear of anoihilatioA — the 
only thing of which I have ever fdt a dread-^ 
I cannot bear to think of being no inor£— - 
of losing myself — though existence is often 
but a painful consciousness of misery ; nay^ it 
iOppears to me im{x>ssible that I should cease 
to exist, or that this active, restless spirit, 
^equally alive to joy and sorrow, should only 
4>e organ! :&ed dust—ready to fly abroad the 
JDoment the spring snaps, or the spark goes 
out, which kept it together. Surely some- 
thing resides in this heart that is not perish- 
able—and Hfe is more than a dream. 

Sometimes^ to take up my oar, once more, 

.when the sea was calm, I was amused by 

.disturbing the innumerable young ^tar fish 

which floated just below the surface; I had 

never observed them before ; for they have not 

41 hard-shell, like ^hose which I have seen on 

the sea-shore. Thejr look like thickened 

water, with a white edge; and four purple 

circles, of dif&rent forms, were in the middle, 

over.aniincr^ible number of fibres, or white 

lines. Touching them, the cloudy substance 

would turn or close, first on one side, then on 

4fae other, very giacefitllyi but when I took . 

H 
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tme of.;them up in the ladle « with /ivhidi I 
^iieayed tbev.water out of the boat, it appearel 
-only a colourless jelly. 

I did not see any of the seals, numbers of 
which fallowed our boat when we landed in 
£weden; but though I like to sport in the 
water, I should have had no desire to join in 
their ganjbols. 

Knough, you will say, of inanimate natoi^, 
land of brutes, to use the lordly phrase -^f 
man; let me hear something of the inha« 
bitanits« 

T4ie 'gentleman with whom I^'had business, 
is the mayor of Tonsberg; he speaks english 
intelligibly ; and, having a soiund understand- 
ing, J «was sorry that his numeroiis occupa- 
tions 'prevented my gaining as much in- 
formation firom 'him as I could have drawn 
fisrth, had we fceyuently conversed. The 
peo[d€ of. the tawrxiy as &r aSil had an oppo^ 
rtunity of knowing thdr sentiments, are e^- 
tremelyjwell satisfied with his manner of dis- 
charging his office^ He has a degree of in- 
formation and good sense which excites re- 
spect, whilst a cheerfulness, almost amounting 
to gaiety, enables him to reconcile differences, 
.and keep his neighbours tn good humour.-^ 
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^ I lost my horse,'* said a woman to mc ; 
^' but ever since, when I want to send to 
** the mill, or go out, the. mayor lends 
^* me one. — ^He scolds if i do not come for 
« it." 

A criminal was branded, during my stay 
here, for the third offence j but the relief he 
received made him declare, that the judge was 
one of the best men in the world. 

^I sent this wretch a trifle, at different times, 
to tak.e with him into slavery. As it was 
xnore than he expected, he wished very much 
^o^ee me; and this wish brought to my re- 
•membrance an anocdote I heard when I was 
in Lisbon. 

A wretch who had been inrprisoned se- 
veral years, during which period lamps had 
been put up, was at last condemned to k 
•cruel death j yet, in his way to execution, he 
only wished for one night's respite, to see the 
city lighted. ^ . 

Having dined in -^ompkny at the najrof'if, 
I was invited with his v faioily <o 'Spe^ the 
day at one of t4ie rich^^ merchant's doitees;— 
Though I coilld not speak danish, I knew eh:t 
i could see a great deal?: yes 5 I am persuaded 
that I have formed a very just opinion oT the 

H 2 
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character of the norwegiaas, wkhottt beii^ 
able to held convene with thein. 

I had expected to meet some coapan j ; jret 
was a Iktk disconcerted at being ushered into 
an apartment full of welUressed people ; and^ 
glancing my eyes rosnd, thejr rested on several 
rtry pretty bce$. Rosj cheeks, sparkling 
eyes, and light brown or golden locks ; for I 
never saw so much hair with a yellow cast s 
auid, with their fine compleiuons, it looked 
very becoming. 

These women seem a mixture of indolence 
and vivacity ; they scarcely ever walk out, and 
^kcre astonished that I should, for pleasure ; 
yet they are immoderately fond of dancings 
Unaffected in their manners, if they have no 
pretensions to elegance, simplicity often pro- 
duces a gracefulness of deportment, when t)>ey 
are animated by a particular desire to please — 
which was the esse it present. The solit»» 
riness of my situation, which they thought 
terribloi interested them ^ery much in my 
favour. They gathered nmnd me— sung to 
me-^and one of the^pcottiest, to whom I gave 
my hand, with some d^ree of cordiality, to 
meet the glance 4)fiierjeye94 kissed me very 
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At dinner, which was conducted with great 
hospitality, though we remained at table too 
long, they sung several songs, and, amongst 
the rest, translations of some patriotic french 
ones. As the evening advanced, they became 
playful, and we kept up a sort of conversa- 
tion of gestures. As their minds were totally 
uncultivated, I did not lose much, perhaps 
gained, by not being able to understand them \ 
for jfancy probably filled up, more to their 
advantage, the void in the picture. Be that 
as it may, they excited my sympathy; and I 
was very much flattered when I was told, the 
next day, that they said it was a pleasure to 
look at me, I appeared sa good-natured. 

The men were generally captains of (hips. 
Several spoke english very tolerably; but they 
were merely matter of fiact men, confined to 
a very narrow cirde pf observation. I found 
it difficult to obtain from them any infbr« 
mation respecting their own country, when 
the fumes of tobacco did not keep me at a 
distance. 

I was invited to partake of some' othe^ 
feastSj and always had to complain of th^ 
quantity of provision, and the length of 
time taketi to consume it ; for it would not 
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have been proper to have said devour, all vrent 
on so fair and softly. The servants wait ai 
slowly as their mistresses carve. 

The young women here, as well as in 
Sweden, have commonly bad teeth, which I at- 
tribute to the same causes. They are fond of 
finery, but do not pay the necessary attention 
to their persons, to render beauty less transient 
than a flower ; and that interesting expression 
which sentiment and accomplishments give^ 
seldom supplies its place. 

The servants have likewise an inferior sort 
of food here ; but their masters are not al- 
lowed to strike them with impunity. I might 
have added mistresses ^ for it was a complaint 
of this kind, brought before the mayor, which 
led me to a knowledge of the fact. 

The wages are low> which is particularly 
unjust, because the price of clothes is much 
higher than that of provision* A young wo* 
m^ who is wet nurse to the mistress of the 

« 

inn where I lodge, receives only twelve dollars 
a year, and pays ten for the nursing of her 
own child ^ the father had run away to get 
clear of the expense. 7'here was sctoething 
in this most painful state of widowhood which 
excited my compassion and led me to ic» 
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flections oh the instability of the most flatten- 
ing plans of happiness, .that were painful in 
the extreme, till Iwas ready to ask whether 
this world -was not created to exhibit • every 
possible combination of wretchedness. I^isked 
these questions of a heart writhing with'an* 
guish, whilst I- listened to- a melancholy^ditt]^ 
sung by this poor- girU It^as too early for thee 
to be abandonedy.thought I, >and L hastened 
out of the house, to take my sotitary evening's 
walk-T-And here I am again, to talk- of anyr 
thing, but the pangs arising from the dis-. 
CO very of estranged affection, and the lonely; 
sadness of a deserted heart. 

The iather-<and mother, if the /ather can be 
ascertained, are obliged to maintain an illegiti- 
mate child at their joint «expe use ; but, should- 
the father disappear, go up the country op tp> 
sea, the mother must niaintain it herself^ 
However, accidents of this kind do> not pre- 
vent their marrying | and then it is not un- 
usual to takethechild or children home; and 
they are brought up. very amicably with the 
marriage progeny* 

I took some pains to learn- what books 
were written* originally in their language^ 
but for any certaio ioformatioi^.re^itjecting the 
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state of ^^sh literature, I mast wait till 1 
arrriTe set Copenhagen. 

The sound of the language is soft, a great 
proportion of the words ending in vowels ;: 
;ind there is a simplicity in the turn of some 
of the phrases which have been translated txy 
ihe, that pleased and interested me. In the 
Country, the farmers use the tbou and tbu ^ 
ind they do not acquire the polite plurals of 
Ac towns by meeting at markets The not 
having markeuS established in the large towns 
appears to me a great inconvenience. When 
the farmers have any thing to sell, they brings 
it to the neighbouring town, and take it 
from house to house. I am surprised that 
the inhabitants do not feel how very inconw 
modiou» thid usage is to both parties, and 
redress it. They indeed perceive it v for whea 
I have introduced thie subject, they acknow-^ 
ledged that they were often in want of 
necessaries, there being no butchers, and 
they were often obliged to buy what they did 
-not want; yet it was the custamy and the 
changing of customs of a long standing r©-» 
quires more ehergy than they yet possess. I 
received a similar reply, when I attempted t& 
persuade tbe iMneA that they injured theitf 



chifilren by keefnng them too wann» Th# 
wily way of parrying off my reasoning wa$^ 
that they must do as other people did^ In 
short> reason on any subject of change, and 
Ihey stop you by saying that **' the town 
" would talk/* A person of sense» with a 
targe fortttne^ to^ insure respect, niight be very 
useful here, by inducing them to treat theiir 
children, and manaige their sick properly, and 
cat food dressed in a simpler manner: the* 
example, for instance, of a* count^s lady. 

Reflecting on these prejudices made me 
levert to the wisdom of those legislators wha 
established institutions for the good of the 
body, under the pretext of serving heaveft. 
for the salvation of the souL These might 
with strict propriety be termed piou%frauda> 
and I admire the peruTian pair for asserting 
that they came from the san, when their con- 
duct proved that they meant to enlightea 
a benighted country^ whose obedience, oc^ 
even attention, could only be secured bf 
awe. 

Thus much for conquering, the inertia of 
reason v but, when it is once in motion, fables^ 
once held sacred, may be ridiculed;, znif 
sacred they were, when useful to mankinJ.— 
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Tfoinetb«iis>«slone stole ftre to anknate cke^ 
firsf man ;- his posterity need not supematiiraU 
aU to^ preserve the speciesy though love is 
generally termed a flame; and it may. not be« 
necessary much longer to suppose mea inspired' 
by heaiiren to^incukate the duties'which de--^ 
mand special grace, when reason convinces: 
them that they are the happiest who are the. 
most nobly employed. 

In a few days I . am . to set oot for the% 
western part of Norway, and then shall retura 
by hnd to Gothenburg. I cannot think of 
leaving this place without regret. I speak ofi 
the place before the inhabitants, though there. 
j6 a tenderness in their artless, kindness, whicbi 
attaches me to them;, but k is an attachment 
that in^ires a regret veryr different from that 
I felt at leaving Hull, in my way to Sweden*. 
The domestic happiness,, and good-humoured 
gaiety, of the amiable family, where I and my 
Frances were so hospitably received, would 
have been sufficient toinsuce the-tenderest re- 
membrance, without the recollection of the 
social evenings to stimulate it,, when good- 
breeding gave dignity to sympathy, and wit^ 
ztst to reason. 



107 

Adieu! — I am just informed that my horse 
has been waiting, this quarter of an hour. I 
now venture to ride out alone. The steeple 
serves as a land«-mark. I once or twice lost 
my way, walking alone, without being able 
to- inqgire after a path. I was therefore 
obliged to make to the steeple, or wind-mill. 



over hed<^e and ditch. 



Yours truly* 
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LETTER IX 



I HAVE adreadf informed you that there are 
only two noblemen who have estates of any 
tnagnitude in Norway. One of these has 
a house near Tonsberg, at which be has not 
resided for some years, having been^at court, 
or on embassies. He is now the danish am- 
bassador in London, The house is pleasantly 
situated, and the grounds about it fine; but 
their neglected appearance plainly tells that 
there is nobody at home. 

A stupid kind of sadness^ to my cyCy always 
reigns in a huge habitation where only ser- 
vants live to put cases on the furniture and 
open the windows. I enter as I would into 
the tomb of the Capulets, to look at the 
family pictures that here frown in armour, or 
smile in ermine. The mildew respects not 
the lordly robe; and the worm riots un- 
checked on the cheek of beauty. 

There was nothing in the architecture of 
the building, or the form of the furniture, to 
detain me from the avenue where the aged 
pines stretched along majestically. Time 
had given a greyish cast to their ever-green 
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folltge; and they stood, like sires of the 
ferest, sheltered on ^1 sides by a rising pro- 
geny. I had Jiot ever seen so many oak* 
together in Norway^ as in these woods, nor 
:$uch large aspens as here were agitated by jthc 
freeze, rendemng the wind audible-r-nay, 
musical; f«r melody seemed on the wing 
around me. How difFerent was the fresh 
«odour that reanimated me in the avenue, from 
ithe dampxrhilbiess of the apartments; and as 
Iktie did the gloomy thoughtfulness excited 
hy the dusty hangings, and worm-eaten 
pictures, resemble the reveries inspired by the 
-soothing melancholy of their shade. In the 
wintei;, these august pines, towering above 
the snaw, must relieve the eye beyond mea^ 
sure, and.giv:e life to the white waste. 

The continual recurrence of pine and fir 
proves, in the day, sometimes wearies the 
sight ; but, iin the evening, nothing can be 
more ptcturesque, or, more properly speaking, 
better calculated te produce poetical images. 
Passing through theiT\,. I have been struck with 
.« mystic Jkind of reverence, and I did, as it 
were, homage to their v.enerable shadows. 
9iot nymphs, but philosof^hers, seemed to in- 
iiabit theai — ever musinjg; I could scarcely 
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tKMiceive that they were withoiK ^me con- 
sciousness of existence — without a cahn en- 
joyment of the pleasure they diffissed. 

How often do my feelings produce ideas 
that remind me of the origincrf many poetical 
fictions. In solitude,^ the 'imagination bodies 
forth its conceptions unrestrained, and stops 
toraptured^-to adore the 'beings of its own 
creatii»n. These 'are moments of bliss; and 
the meinory recals them with delight. 

But I'have almost forgotten the matters of 
/act I meant to relate, respecting thetrounts. 
'They have the presentation of the livings oa 
their estates, appoint the judges, .and xlifFerent 
civil officers, the crown reserving to itself the 
privilege of sanctioning them. But, though 
they appoint, they cannot dismiss. Their 
tenants also occupy their farms for life, and are 
obliged to obey-any summons to work on the 
part he reserves -for himself; but they are 
paid for their labour. ^ In short, I have seldom 
heard of • any noblemen so innoxious. 

Observing that the gardens round the 
count's estate were better ^cultivated than any 
•I had before seen, I 'Was l«d to reflect an-the 
advantages which naturally accrue, from the 
feudal tenures. The tenants of the eount are 



4JUiged ^to wofk at a stated 4)rice, in his 

^grounds aiid garden; and the instmctien 

-which they imperceptibly receive from the 

head gardener, tends to render them usefUl^ 

.and makes them, iii the common course of 

things, better husbandmen and. gardeners on 

^heir own little fiurms. Thus the great, who 

alone travel, in this period of society, for thp 

observation of manners and customs made by 

-sailors is very confined, bring home improve- 

iment to :promote their own comfort, which 

•is gradually spriead abroad amongst the people, 

till they are -siimulated. to think for them* 

selves. 

The bishops have not large revei^uesi apd 
.the priests are appointed by the king before 
vthey come to them to be ordained. There.. is 
commonly some little farm annexed to the 
.parsonage; and the inhabitants subscribe vc- 
Juntarily, three times a year, in addition to 
JtAit oburch fees, for the support of the clergy- 
-inan. The church. Jands Were seized wi^en 
lutheraaifim was introduced; the desire of 
obtabiingi them being probably the real sti- 
mulus of reformation. The tithes, which 
are never required in Jcind, are divided into 
•three parts ; one .to the Jcing, another to -tikt 



incumbent, and the third l6 repair the di» 
Japidations of the parsonage. They do hot 
amount to much. And the stipend allowed 
to the different civil officers is also too small, 
•scarcely deserving to be rtermed an inde- 
pendence; that of the custom-house officers 
is not sufficient to procure the jiecessaries 
of life-^no wondect then, >if Jiecessity leads 
them toJcnavery. Much public virtue cannot 
ht expected till evecy employment, putting 
.perquisites out of the^uestion, has a salary 
(Sufficient to reward industry, whilst none 
2ire so great as to permit the possessor to re« 
main idle. It is this want of proportion be- 
tftween profit ^nd labour which debases men, 
producing the-^ycpphantic appellations of pa- 
tron and client i and that pernicious esprit ^du 
i!Corps^ proverbially wcious. 
' The farmers are hospitable, as well asiii^ 
dependent. ^Offering once to pay for^^some 
coffee I drank when taking shelter from the 
irain, I was asked, ,xather angrily, if aJittle 
^coflfee was worth paying for. They smoke, 
and drink drams; but not -so much as for- 
merly. ;Drtinkennes^, often the attendant dis- 
: grace of hospitality, wiFl here, as well as every 
ivhere dse, giye place to gallantry and.xefine- 
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ment of manners; but the change will not 
be suddenly produced. 

The people of every class are constant in 
their attendance at church; they are very 
fond of dancing.: and the Sunday evenings in 
Norway, as in catholic countries, are spent in 
exercises which exhilarate the sipirits, without 
vitiating the heart. The rest of labour ought 
to be gay ; and the gladness I have felt in 
France on a Sunday, or decadi, which! caught 
from the faces around me,^ was a sentiment more 
truly religious than all the stupid stillness which 
the streets of London ever inspired where the 
sabbath is so decorously observed. I recol- 
lect, in the country parts of England the 
churchwardens used to go out, during the 
service, to see if they could catch any luck- 
less wight playing at bowls or skittles; yet 
what could be more harmless? It would 
•even, I think, be a great advantage to tlie 
English, if feats of activity, I do not include 
boxing matches, were encouraged on a sun- 
day, as it might stop the progress of metho- 
dism, and of that fanatical spirit which ap- 
pears to be gaining ground. I was surprised 
when I visited Yorkshire, in my way to 
Sweden, to .find that .sullen narrowness of 
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tliiiiking had made such a progress since I wai 
an inhabitant of the country. I could hardljr" 
have supposed that sixteen or seventeen years 
could have produced such an alteration fof 
the worse in the morals of a place ; yes, I 
^ay morals; for observance of forms, and 
avoiding of practices, indifferent in them- 
selves, often supply the place of that regular 
attention to duties which are so natural, that 
they seldom are vauntingly exercised, though 
they are worth all the precepts of the law 
and the prophets. Besides, many of these 
deluded people, with the best meaning, ac* 
tually lose their reason^ and become misera- 
ble, the dread of damnation throwing them 
into a state which merits the term^ and still 
more, in running after their preachers, ex- 
pecting to promote their salvation, they dis- 
regard their welfare in this world, and neg- 
lect the interest and comfort of their families^ 
so that in proportion as they attain a reputa* 
tion for piety, they become idle. 

Aristocracy and fanaticism seem equally td 
be gaining ground in England, particularly 
in the place I have mentioned : I saw very 
little of either in Norway, The people arc 
regular in their attendance on public worship; 



but religion does not interfere With their enw 
ployments. 

As the fartaers cut aWajr the wood, they 
clear the ground. Every year, therefore, 
the country is becoming fitter to support the 
inhabitants* Half a century ago the Dutch I 
am told, only paid for the cutting down of thd 
Wood, and the farmers were glad to get rW 
of it without giving themselves any trouble* 
At present they form a just estimate of ittf 
value; nay, I was surprised to find even 
fire wood so dear, when it appears to be in 
such plenty* The destruction, or gradual 
reduction, of their forests, will probably me- 
liorate the climate; and their manners will 
naturally improve in the same ratio as in- 
dustry requires ingenuity. It is very fortu- 
nate that men are, a Ibrig' time, but just 
above the brute creation, or the greater part 
of the earth would never have been rendered 
habitable ; because it is the patient labour of 
men, who are only seeking for a subsistence^ 
which produces whatever embellishes exist- 
ence, affording leisure for the cultivation cf 
the arts and sciences, that lift man so far 
above his first state, I never, my friend,- 
thought so deeply of the advantages obtained 
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"by 'human industry as since J have been la 
Norway. The world requires, I see, the hand 
6f man to perfect it ; and as this task natu- 
rally unfolds the faculties he exercises, it is 
physically impossible that he should have re« 
mained in Rousseau's golden age of stupidity. 
And, considering >the<)uestion of human hap- 
piness, where, oh! where does it residef 
Has it taken up its abode with unconscious 
ignorance, or with the high-wrought mind ? 
Is k the offspring of thoughtless animal spi- 
fits, or the el.ve of fancy continually flitting 
jround the expected pleasure ? 

The increasing population of the «arth 
must necessarily tend to its improvement, as 
the means of existence are multiplied by in- 
vention. 

You have probably made similar reflections 
in America, where the face of the country, I 
suppose, resembles the wilds of Norway. I 
am delighted with the romantic views I daily 
contemplate, animated by the purest air; and 
I am interested by the simplicity of manners 
lyhich reigns around me. Still nothing so 
soon wearies out the feelings as unmarked 
simplicity. I am, therefore, half convinced, 
that I could not Jive very comfortably exiled 
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from the countries where mankind are so 
much further advanced iiv knowledge, im- 
perfect as it is, and unsatisfactory to the 
thinking mind. Even now 1 begin to long 
to hear what you are doing in England and 
France. My thoughts fly from this wilder- 
ness to the polished circles of the world, tilt 
recollecting its vices and follies,,! bury my- 
self in the woods, but find it necessary to 
emerge again^ that I may not lose sight of the 
wisdom and virtue which exalts my nature. 

What a long time it requires to know our- 
selves ; and yet almost ev-ery one has aiore 
of this knowledge- than he is willing, to own, 
even to- himself. I cannot immediately de- 
termine whether I ought to rejoice at having 
turned over in this solitude a- new page in 
the history of my owa heart, though I may 
venture to assure you that a further acquaint- 
ance with mankind only tends to increase my 
respect for your judgment, and esteem for 
your character^ 

Farewell i 
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I HAVE once more) my friend, taken flight; 
for I left Tonsberg yesterday j but with an 
intention of returning, in my way back to 
Sweden. 

The rpad to Laurvig is very fine, and the ' 

country the best cultivated in Norway. I 

never before admired the beech tree; and 

when I met stragglers here, they pleased me 

-still less. Long and lank, they would have 

forced me to allow that the line of beauty 

V requires some curves, if the stately pine, 

-standing near, erect, throwing her vast arms 

around, had not looked beautiful, in opposi- 

t ion to such narrow rules. 

In these respects my very reason obliges 
• me to permit my feelings to be my criterion. 
Whatever excites emotion has charms for 
me; though I insist that the cultivation of 
the mind, by warming, nay almosc creating 
the imagination, produces taste, and an im- 
mense variety of sensations and emotions, 
partaking of the exquisite pleasure inspired by 
beauty and sublimity. As I know of no 
cad to them^ the word infinite,. so often mis* 

X 



applied, might, on this occasion, be introduced 
with something like propriety. 

But I have rambled away again. I in- 
tended to have remarked to you the: effect 
produced by a grove of towering beeck The 
airy lightness of their foliage admitting ar de- 
gree of sunshine, which, giving a transparency 
to the leaves, exhibited an appearance of 
freshness and elegance that I had never be- 
fore remarked, I thought of descriptions of 
Italian scenery. But these evanescent graces 
seemed the effect of enchantment; and I 
imperceptibly breathed softly, lest I should 
destroy what was real, yet looked so like 
the creation of fancy. Dryden's fable of the 
flower and the leaf was not a more poetical 
reverie. 

Adieu, however, to fancy, and to all the 
sentiments which ennoble our nature. I ar- 
rived at Laurvig, and found myself in the 
midst of a group of lawyers, of different de- 
scriptions. My head turned round, my heart 
grew sick, as I regarded visages deformed by 
vice; and listened ta accounts of chica- 
nery that was continually embroiling the 
Ignorant. These locusts will probably dimi- 
liisbj as the people become more enlightened. 

^4 
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In this period of social life the commonalty 
are always cunningly attentive to their owii 
interest; but their faculties, confined to a 
few objects, are so narrowed, that they can- 
not discover it in the general good. The 
profession of the law renders a set of men 
still shrewder and more selfish than the rest j 
and it is these men, whose wits have been 
sharpened by knavery, who here undermine 
morality, confounding right and wrong. 

The count of BernstorfF, who really ap- 
pears to me, from all I can gather, to have 
the good of the people at heart, aware of 
this, has lately sent to the mayor of each dis- 
trict to name, according to the size of the 
place, four or six of the best informed inha- 
bitants,' not men of the law, out of which 
the citizens were to elect two, who are ta 
be termed mediators. Their office is to en- 
deavour to prevent litigious suits, and conci- 
liate differences. And no suit is to be com- 
menced before the parties have discussed the 
dispute at their weekly meeting;. If a recon- 
ciliation should, in consequence, take place^ 
it is to be registered, and the parties are not 
allowed to retract. 

By these means ignorant people will be 
prevented from applying for advice to men 



who mzy justly be termed stirrers up of 
strife. They have, for a long time, to use 
a significant vulgarism, set the people by the 
cars, and live by the spoil they caught up in 
the scramble. There is some reason to hope 
that this regulation will diminish their num- 
ber, and restrain their mischievous activity. 
But till trials by jury are established^ little 
Justice can: be expected in Norway. Judges 
who cannot be bribed are often timid, and. 
afraid of offending bold knaves, kst they 
should raise a set of hornets about them^ 
selves. The fear of censure undermines all 
energy of character;. ai;id, labouring to be 
prudent, they lose sight of rectitude. Besides, 
nothing is left to their conscience, or saga* 
city; they must be governed by evidence, 
though mternally convinced that it is false. 

There is a considerable iron, manufactory 
at Laurvig, for coarse work, and a lake near 
the town supplies the water necessary for 
working several mills belonging to it. 

This establishment belongs ta the count of 
Laurvig. Without a fortune, and influence 
equal to his, such a work could not have been 
^ set afloat; personal fortunes are not yet suf- 
ficient to support such undertakings; never* 
tbeless the inhabitants of the town speak of the 
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size of his estate as an evily because !t ob-^ 
structs commerce^ The occupiers of small 
farms are obliged to bring their wood to the 
neighbouring sea-ports,, to be shipped;, but 
he, wishing to increase the value of his, will 
not allow it to- be thus gradually cut down;, 
which turns the trade into another channel* 
Added to this, nature is against them, the 
bay being open and insecure. I could not 

; help smiling when I waa informed that in a 
hard gale a vessel had been wrecked in the 
main street. When there are such a number 
of excellent harbours on the coast, it is a pity 
that, accident has made one of the largest 

, towns grow up in a bad one. 

The father of the present count was a dis-« 
tant relation of the family; he resided con- 
stantly in Denmark; and his son follows 
his example. They have not been in pes-* 

• session of the estate many years; and their 
. predecessor lived near the town, introducing 

a degree of profligacy of manners which 
has been ruinous to the inhabitants in every 

: respect, their fortunes not being equal to the 

: prevailing extravagance. 

What little I have seen of the manners of 

• the people does not plgase me so well as 
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those of Tonsberg. I am forewarned that 
I shall find them still more cunning and 
fraudulent as I advance towards the west- 
ward, in proportion as traffic takes place of 
agriculture; for their towns are built on 
. naked rocks; the streets are narrow bridges; 
and the inhabitants are all seafaring, men, or 
owners of ships, who keep shops. 

The inn I was at in Laurvig, this journey, 
fwas not the same that I was at before. It is 
a good one; the people civil, and the ac- 
commodations decent. They seem^to be better 
■provided in Sweden; but in justice I ought 
to add, that they charge more extravagantly. 
My bill at Tonsberg was also much higher 
than I had paid in Sweden; and much higher 
than it ought to have been where provisioa 
. is so cheap. Indeed they seem to consider 
foreigners as strangers whom they shall 
: never see again, and may fairly pluck. 
And the inhabitants of the western coast, in-> 
sulated, as it were, regard those* of the east 
almosc a$ strangers. Each town in that quar- 
' ter seems to be a great tamily, suspicious of 
every other, allowing none to cheat them, but 
' themselves ; and, right or. wrong, they sup» 
port one another in the face of justice. 



124 

On this journey I was fortunate enough to 
have one companion with more enlarged 
views than the generality of his countrymen, 
who spoke english tolerably. 

I was infonned that we might still ad- 
vance a mile and a quarter in our cabrioles ; 
afterwards there was no choice, but of a 
single horse and wretched path, or a boat, 
the usual mode of travelling. 

We therefore sent our baggage- forward in 
the boat, and followed rather slowly, for the 
road was rocky and sandy. We passed, 
however, through several beech groves, 
which still delighted me by the freshness- of 
their light green fol-iage, and the elegance of 
their assemblage, forming retreats to veil, 
without obscuring the sun. 

I was surprised,, at approaching the water, 
to find a little cluster of houses pleasantly 
situated, and an excellent inn. I could hav^e 
wished to have remained there all night ; but 
as the wind was fair, and the evening fine, I 
was afraid to- trust to the wind, the uncertain 
wind of ta morrow. We- therefore left Hel- 
geraac immediately, with the declining sun. 
. Though wc were in the open sea, we 
sailed more amongst the rocks and islands 



Aan In my passage from Stremstad ; and they 
often formed very picturesque combinations. 
Few of the high ridges were entirely bare; 
the seeds of some pines or firs had been 
vrafted by the winds or waves, and they 
stood to brave the elements- 
Sitting then in a little boat on the ocean, 
amidststrangers, with sorrow and care pressing 
hard on me, — buiFeting me about from clime 
to clime, — I felt 

'*' Like the lone shrub at random ai St, • 
I' ** That sighs and trembles at each blast 1" 

On some of the largest rocks there were 
actually groves, the retreat of foxes and 
hares, which, I suppose, had tript over the 
ice during the winter, -without thinking to 
regain the main land before the thaw. 

Several of the islands were inhabited by 
pilots 'f and the norwegian pilots are allowed 
to 'be ihe best in the world ; pef fectly ac- 
quainted with their coast, and ever at hand to 
observe the first signal or sail. They pay a 
small tax to the king, and to the regulating 
officer, and enjoy the fruit of their indefati- 
gable industry. 

One of the inlands, caHed Virgin Land, is a 
flat, with some depth of earth, extending for 
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Tialf a norwegian mile, with three farms oa 
it, tolerably well cultivated. 

On some of the bare rocks I saw straggling 
liouses; they rose above the denomination of 
huts inhabited by fishermen. My compa- 
nions assured me that they were very comn 
fortable dwellings, and that they have not 
only the necessaries, but even what might be 
reckoned the superfluities of life. It was too 

.late for me to go on shore, if you will al- 
low me to give that name to shiv-cring 
rocks, to ascertain the fact. 

But rain coming on, and the night grow- 
ing darky the pilot declared that it would be 
dangerous for us to attempt to^o to the place 
of OUT dtstinztlon^ '£ast Riisoery a norwegian 
mile and a half further; and we determined 
to stop for the night at a little haven^ some 
half dozen houses scattered under the curve 
of a rock. Though it became darker and 

• darker, our pilot avoided the blind rockii 
with great dexterity. 

It was ab6ut ten o'clock when we arrived; 
and the old hostess quickly prepared me a 
comfortable bed — a little too soft, or so; but 

J was weary; ^nd opening the window to 

4idmit the sweetest of breezes to fan me to 
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«leep, I sunk into the most luxurious rest j 
it was nwre than refreshing. The hospita- 
We sprites of the grots surely hovered round 
my pillow ; , and if I woke, it was to listen t& 
the melodious whisperingof the wind amongst 
them, or to feel the mild breath of morn.^ 
Light slumbers produced dreanjs, where 
Paradise was before me. Mjr little cherub; 
was again hiding her 'iace in my bosonu 
I heard her sweet cooing beat on my heart 
from the cliffs, and saw her tiny footsteps 
on the sands. New-born hopes seemed, like 
:the rainbow, <to appear in the clouds of sor« 
row, faint, yet sufficient to amuse 41 way de- 
spair. 

Some refreshing but heavy showers have 
detained us; and here I am writing quite 
alone — something more than gay, for which 
I want a name. 

I could almost &ncy myself in Nootka 
Sound, or on some of the islands oil thef 
north west coast of America. We en- 
tered by a narrow pass through the rocka^ 
which from -this abode appear more roman- 
tic than ^you can well imagine; and seal- 
skins hanging at the door to dry, add to the 
illusion. 

It is »infiee3 a corner of the world^ but 
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you wouia be surprised to see the cleanliness 
and comfort of the dwelling. The shelves 
are not only shining with pewter and queen's 
ware, but some articles in silver, more pon- 
derous, it is true, than elegant. The linen 
is good, as w^ll as white. All the females 
spin; and there is a loom in the kitchen. A 
sort of individual taste appeared in the ar- 
rangement of the furniture, (this is not the 
place for imitation) and a kindness in their 
desire to oblige — how superior to the apish 
politeness of the towns! where ^he people, 
affecting to be well bred, vfatigue with their 
endless ceremony. 

The mistress is a widow ; her daughter is 
married to a pilot, and has three cows. They 
have a little pdtchof Jandat abeut the distance 
of two english miles, where they make hay 
for the winter, which they bring home in a 
boat. They live here «very cheap, getting 
money from the vessels which stress of wea- 
ther, or other causes, bring into their har- 
bour. 1 suspect, by their furniture, that they 
smuggle a little. I can now credit the ac- 
count of the other houses, which I last night 
thought exaggerated. 

1 have been conversing with one of my 
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companions respecting die laws and regula- 
tions of Norway. He b a man with a great 
]K>rtion of common sense, and heart,— -jres, a 
warm heart. This is not the first time I have 
remarked heart without sentiment: they are 
distinct. The former depends on the recti- 
tude of the feelings, on truth of sympathy f 
these characters have more tenderness than 
passion ; the latter has a higher source j call 
it imagination, genius, or what you will, it 
is something very different. I have been 
laughing with these simple, worthy y^/l, to 
give you pne of my half score danish words, 
and letting as much of my heart flow out in 
sympathy as they can take. Adieu ! I must 
trip up the rocks. The rain is over. Let me 
catch pleasure on ths wing — ^I may be melan- 
choly to morrow. Now all my nerves keep 
time with the melody of nature. Ah! let 
me be happy whilst I can. The tear starts 
•as I think of k. I must flee from thought, 
and find refuge from sorrow in a strong ima- 
gination—- the only solace for a feeling heart. 
Phantoms of bliss 1 ideal forms of excellence! 
"again enclose me in your magic circle, and 
wipe clear from my remembrance the disap- 
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pointments that render the sympathy pain- 
fulj which experience rather increases than, 
damp^, by giving the indulgence of feeling 
the $aaction of reason. 

Once more farewell F 
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•I LEFT Portoer, the little haven Imention^cf, 
soon after I -finished my last letter. The scfti 
was rough ; and I perceived that our pil(jt 
-was right not to-veiltUTef farther during t 
hazy night. We had agreed to pay foi^r 
dollars for a boat from Helgeraac. I meiW 
tion tho sum, because they "^ould dematft 
twice d^ • much from a* stranger. I Wii 
obliged topay fifteeii for the onei hired 'at 
Stromstad. When we were ready to set out* 
our boatman offered to return a dollar, aiiS 
let us go in one of the boats of the place, tfe? 
pilot who lived there being better acquaintfia-* 
with the coast. He only demanded a dollaf 
and half, which was reasonable. I found 
him a civil and rather intelligent man: he' 
was in the american service "several yearsl, 
during the revolution. 

I soon perceived that an expei^enced ma- 
riner was necessary to guide tis; for we- 
were continually obliged to tack about, to' 
ayoid the rocks, which, scarcely reaching to 
the surface of the water, could only be disco- 
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was so hardy as to treads yet what was 

it to see? only a boundless waste of 

water — not a glimpse of smiling nature-*- 
Hot a patch of lively green to lelieve the 
aching sight, or vary the objects of medi* 
tation. 

I felt my breath oppressed, though nothing 
could be clearer than/.the atmosphere. Wan- 
dering there alone, I foiind the solitude de- 
sirable; my mind was stored with ideas,, 
which this new scene associated with asto-. 
nishing rapidity. But I shuddered at the 
thought of receiving existence^ and remain- 
ing here, in the solitude of ignorance, till 
forced to leave a world of which I had seen 
so little; for the character of the inhabitants 
is as uncultivated, if not as picturesquely 
wild, as their abode. 

Having no employment but traffic, of 
which a contraband trade makes the basis of 
their profit, the coarsest feelings of honesty 
are quickly blunted. You may suppose that I 
speak in general terms ; and that, with all the 
disadvantages of nature and circumstances, 
there are still some respectable exceptions, 
the mpre praise-w.grthy, as tricking is a very 
contagious mental disease that .4^ies u^ksU tb«, 



f^kn^to^ jiiices of the heart. Nothing genial, 
in fact^ ^pptirs di^urid this piac^^ or withih 
the circle of iti rdeks. And, now I recollcet, 
iij ^e^ln^ to trie that thi; iho^t ^<^h1at and hii'. 
itiane characters I have ihet wltk in life, 
were tnost aKve to the sehtlmehts Inspired by 
tranquil cofciHtr}r scenes.' What^ indeed, 1% 
to humanise th^se b^tngit, whb re^t shlit dp, 
for Ihejr seldom tydti open their Windows, 
^moalcing, dHiiklng brandy, and driving bar- 
gitihi? I hive b^h sdntdst itifl6d'6y thesii 
Sfnoakeri. .Thef Bfeglh iiitRe ihofhirig, and 
are rarely without theif pipfe till thej go td 
bed. Nothing can be more disgusting than 
the rdoms and men towards the evening: 
breath, te<*th^ clothes, arrd furhiiiirei all arb 
srfjoilt. It is well that the worrien rire ttai 
very delicafte. Of they #^oWd Ohly laVe their 
husbands because they were their husbands. 
PerhapSj yoti may add,- that the rem^K nefe'd 
not Be confined to so ^a^l a p*^t' 6f the 
world; and, entft iifhii^- I kiii oP the sanWe^ 
opinion! Yoii must nof i^&i fffts- fhiteiWp 
saucy^ for ft does' nW c6ini homel 

If I h&tf i*ot detefminej to v^'/ite, I fliouRf 

■ r • • . 

fta^e iiHAA my tohfinemeht ikv^i even fo^ 
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three or four days, tedious*. I have n9 
books; and to pace up and down a small 
room, looking at tiles, overhung by rocksy 
soon becomes wearisome. I cannot mount 
two hundred steps, to walk a hundred yards* 
many times in the day. Besides^ the cocks, 
retaining the heat of the sun, are intolerably 
warm. I am nevertheless very well; for 
though there is a shrewdness in the character 
of these peq>le, depraved by a sordid love 
of money* which repels me,; still the compa^ 
risons they force me to make keep my heart 
calm> by exercising my understanding*. 

Every where wealth conunands too much 
respect^ but here, almost exclusively^ and it 
is the only object pursued— not through brake 
and briar, but over rocks and wavesr— yet of 
what use would riches be to me? I have 
sometimes asked myself, were I confined ta 
live in such a spot. I could only relieve a 
iew distressed objects, perhaps render them: 
idle, and all the rest of lifo would be a blank* 

My present journey has given fresh force 
to my opinion, that no place is so disagree* 
able and unimproving as a country town. 
X should like to divide my time between the 
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town and countfy ^ in a lone bouse^ with tbt 
business of forming and planting, where my 
mind would gain strength by solitary musing j 
and in a metropolis to rub oflF the rust of 
thought, and polish the taste wlucb the 
contemplation of nature had rendered just. 
Thus do we wish as we float down the 
stream of life, whilst chance does more to 
gratify a desire of knowledge than our best 
laid plans. A degree of exertion, produced 
by some want,, more or less painful, is pro- 
bably, the price we must all pay for know- 
ledge. How few authors or artists have 
arrived at eminence who have not lived by 
their employment? 

I was interrupted yesterday hj business^ 
and was prevailed upon todine with the english 
vice-consul. His house being open to the sea, 
I was more at large ; and the hospitality of the 
table pleased me, though the bottle was rather 
too freely pushed about. Their manner of en- 
tertaining was such as I have frequently re- 
marked when I have been thrown in the way 
of pec^le without education, who have more 
money than wit, that is, than they know what 
to do with* The women w«r« unaffected^ bat 



«38 

kid not tTie natanil gract which waft ofteh 
conspicuous at Tonsberg. There was even a 
striking difFerence in their dress *, these having 
loaded themselves with finerj^ in the stjle 
of the sailors' girls of Hull or PortsmoHtb. 
Taste has not yet tiiught them to nisdte mtf 
but an ostentatious dfs|)la3r bf wealth : yet I 
cculd perceive even here the first steps of th^ 
improvement which I am persuaded will make 
« YtTj obvious progress in the course of half 
a ccuifury; and it ought not to be sooner, to 
keep pace with the cultivation of the earth. 
Irtrptoving mahfiers will introduce finer moral 
fe^liftgs. They begin to read translations of 
some of the most useful gerflfian productions 
lately pfiblfshed ; and one of our party sung 
a song, rididulrng the powers coalesced against 
France, and the company drank confusion to 
those who had dfeftiembered Poland. 

The evening was extremely calm and beauti- 
ful. Not being able to walk, I requested a 
boat, as the only means of enjoying free air. 

The view of the town was now extremely 
fine. A hi/ge rocky mountain stood up be- 
hind it i and a vast cliff stretched on each side, 
forming a semkkclt. In » receds of the xoob^ 
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was a dump -of pines, aihongst which a 
steeple x:ose picturesquely beftutifol. 
- The church.*yard is almost the only ver- 
dant spot in the place* Here, indeed, friend- 
ship extends beyond the grave; and, to grant' 
a sod of earth, is to accord a favour. I 
shou^4 rather chuse, ^id it admit .of a choice, 
to sleep ■ in some of the caves of the rocks j 
for I am become better reconciled to them 
since I climbed their craggy sides, last night, 
listening to the finest echoes I ever heard. 
We had a french-horn with us ; and there 
was an enchanting wildness in the dying 
away of the reverberation that quickly 
transported me to Shakspeare's magic island. 
Spirits unseen seemed to walk abroad, and 
flit from cliff to cliff, to soothe my soul to 
peace. 

I reluctantly returned to supper, to be 
ihut up in a warm room, only to view 
the vast shadows of the rocks extending on 
the slumbering waves. I stood at the win- 
dow some time before a buzz filled the 
drawing-room ; and now and then the dash- 
ing of a solitary oar rendered the scene still 
more solemn. 
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Before I came here, I could scarcelf 
have imagined that a simple object, rocks,, 
could have admitted of so many interest- 
ing combinations — always grand, and often 
sublime. 

Good night I God blesss you % 
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UETTER XII. 

I LITT East Rttsoer the day before yesterday* 
The weather was very fine ; but so calm that 
we loitered on the water near fourteen hours^ 
only to make about six and twenty miles. 

It seemed to me a sort of emancipation 
when we landed at Helgeraac. The confine- 
ment which every where struck me whilst 
sojourning amc»)gst the r^cks, made me hail 
the earth as a land of promise ; and the situi> 
ation shonie with fresh lustre from the con» 
trast — from appearing to be a free abode. 
Here it was possible to travel by land — I 
never thought this a comfort before, and my 
eyes, ^tigued by <th6 sparkling of the sun 
on the water, now contentedly reposed on 
tke green expanse, half persuaded that such 
i^rdant meads had never till then regaled 
them. 

I rose early to pursue my journey (a 
Tonsberg. . The country still wore a face of 
joy — and my soul was alive to its charms^ 
Leaving the most •lofty, and romantic of the 
difFs behind us^ we wiere almost continually 



descending to Tonsberg, through elysian 
scenes ; for not only the sea, but mountains^ 
rivers, lakes, and groves,* gave an almost 
endless variety to the prospect. The cot- 
stagers were still carrying honie the hay i a^d 
-the cottages, on this road, looked very com- 
^fortable. . Peace and plenty— -I iwan not 
abundance, seemed to reign aroand*-^8tUl..I 
^rew sad as 1 drew near my oM abode* I 
.was sorry to see the sun so high; it was 
broad noon*. Ton^rg waa smncsthmg like a 
home«^yet I was to enter witbottt lighting 
jip pleasure in any eye---I dreaded the soli^ 
i:ariness of my apartment^ and wished foe 
night to hide the starting tears, or t» shed 
them on my pillow, and close my eyes on a 
world where I was destined to wander alone. 
Why has nature so many charnu for me--* 
calling forth and cherishing refined senti«* 
ments, only to wound the breast that fostersi 
them? How illusive, perhaps the most soy 
are the plans of happiness founded on virtue' 
and principle ; what inlets of misery do they 
»ot open in a half civilized society ? The satis- 
^ction arising from conscious rectitude, will 
not calm an injured heart, when tenderness 
is ever finding excuses ; and self^^pplause is a- 

4 
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cold solitary feellngi t^t cannot supply the 
pla^^ of disappointed afFection, without throw- 
ing a gloom over every prospect, which, ba- 
nishing pleasure, does not exclude pain. I 
r^ason^d and reasoned ; but my heart was ^oa 
fuU to. allow me to remain in the house, and 
J walked, till I was wearied put, to purchase 
restr^or r^^r forgetfulness. 

Employment has beguiled this day, and tck 
morrow I set out for IV^ss, in my way to 
Stromstad, At Gothenburg I shall embrace: 
my Fannfkin\ probably j^he will not know 
me againo— and I shall be hurt if she do not* 
How childish is this ! still it is a natural feeU 
ing. I would not permit myself to indulge 
the ^^ thick coming fears'' of fondness, whilst 
I was detaine(j by business.— -Yet I never saw 
^ calf bounding in a meadow, that did not re^ 
mind me of my little^ frolicker. A calf, you 
say. Yes ; but a capital one, I own. 

I canpot write composedly — I am twtry 
instant sinking into reveries— <my heart flut- 
ters, I know not why. Pool ! It is time thou 
wert at rest. 

Friendship and domestic happiness are con^ 
tinually praised^ yet how little is there of 
either in the wgrld, because, it requires more 
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•cultivation of mind to keep awake aflfectton, 
ercn in our oWn hearts, than the common nm 
of people suppose. Besides, few like to be 
seen as they really are ; *and a degree of sim- 
plicity, and of undisguised confidence, which, 
to uninterested observers, would almost border 
on weakness, is the charm, nay the essence of 
love or friendship : all the bewitching graces 
of childhood again appearing. As objects 
merely to exercise my taste, I therefore like 
to see people together who have an affection 
for each other ; every turn of their features 
touches me, and remains pictured on my 
imagination in indelible characters. The 
zest of novelty is, however, necessary to 
rou^e the languid sympathies which have been 
hacknied in the world; as is the factitious 
behaviour, falsely termed good-breeding, to 
amuse those, who, defective in taste, continu- 
ally rely for pleasure on their iinimal spirits, 
which not being maintained by the imagina- 
tion, are unavoidably soojier exhausted than 
the sentiments of the heart. Friendship is in 
general sincere at the commencement, and 
lasts whilst there is any thing to support it ; 
but as a mixture of novelty and vanity is the 
4xsual propi no wonder if it fall with the 
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slender stay. The fop in the play, payed a 
greater compliment than he was aware of, 
when he said to a person, whom he meant to 
flatter, " I like you almost as well as a neiu 
" acqtHiintanc^,*^ Why am I talking of friend- 
ship, after which I have had such a wild-goose 
chace* — I thought only of telling you that 
the craws, as well as wild-geese, are here 
birds of passage. 
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UETTER XIII. 

I LEFT Tonsberg yesterday, the 22d of Au- 
gust. It is only twelve or thirteen english 
miles to Moss, through a country, less wild 
than any tract I had hitherto piassed over in 
Norway. It was often beautiful ; but seldom 
afforded those grand views, which fill, rather 
than sooth the mind. 

We glided along the meadows, and through 
the woods, with sun-beams playing around 
us; and though no castles adorned the pros- 
pects, a greater number of comfortable farms 
met my eyes, during this ride, than I have 
ever seen, in the same space, even in the 
most cultivated part of England. And the 
very appearance of the cottages of the la- 
bourers, sprinkled amidst them, excluded all 
those gloomy ideas inspired by the contem- 
plation of poverty. 

The hay was still bringing inj for 
one harvest in Norway, treads on the 
heels of the other. The woods were 
more variegated; interspersed with shrubs. 
We no longer passed through forests of vast 
pines, stretching along with savage magnifi- 
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cence. Forests that onl^r exhibited the slow 
ikcay of time, or the devastation produced 
by warring elements. No; oaks, asiies, 
j>eech ; and all the light and graceful tenants 
of our woods here sported luxuriantly, i 
had not observed many oaks before; for the 
greater part of the oak planks, I am ' in- 
formed, come from the westward. 

In France the farmers generally live in vil*- 
lages, which is a great disadvantage to the 
country; but the norwegian ^rmers, always 
owning their farms, or being tenants for life, 
reside in the midst of them ; allowing some 
labourers a dwelling, rent free, who hare a 
little land appertaining to the cottage, not 
only for a garden, but for crops of different 
kinds, such as rye, oats, buck-wheat, hemp^ 
flax, beans, potatoes, and hay, which are 
sown in strips about it; reminding a stranger 
of the first attempts at culture, when every 
•family was obliged to be an independent 
community. 

These cottagers work at a certain price, 

ten-pence per day, for the farmers on whose 

ground they live; and they have spare time 

enough to cultivate their own land ; and lay 

in a stoie of fish for the winter. The wives 

La 
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«nd daughters spin; and the husbands and 
:sons weave: so that they may fairly be reck*- 
^oned independent; having also a little money 
; in; band to buy coffee, brandy, and some 
iDther superfluities. 

The only thing I disliked was the military 
service, which trammels them more than I at 
first imagined. It is true that the militia is 
4>|ily called out once a year — yet, in case of 
war, they have no alternative, but must aban- 
don their families. Even the matiufacturers are 
not exempted, though the miners are, in order 
•to encourage undertakings which require a ca- 
pital at the commencement. And what ap- 
pears more tyrannical, the inhabitants of cer- 
tain districts are appointed for the land, others 
for the sea -service. Consequently, a peasant, 
born a soldier, is not permitted to follow his 
inclination, should it lead him to go to sea: 
a natural desire near so many sea ports. 

In these regulations the arbitrary govern- 
ment, the king of Denmark being the most 
absolute monarch in Europe, appears, which 
in other respects, seeks to hide itself in a 
lenity that almost renders the laws nullities. 
If any alteration of old customs is thought 
of, theopii:iionof the whole country is required, 
and maturely considered. I haye several times 
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had occasion to observe, that fearing to appear^ 
tyrannical, laws are allowed to become ob- 
solete, which ought to be put in force, or 
better substituted in their stead ; for thisiinis- 
taken moderation, which borders on timi- 
dity, favours the least respectable part of the 
people. 

I ^aw on my way not only good parsonage, 
houses, but comfortable dwellings, with glebe 
land for the clerk: always a consequential, 
man in every country: a being proud of a. 
little smattering of learning, to use the ap- 
propriate epithet, and vain of the stiff good- 
breeding reflected from the vicar j though the 
servility practised in his company gives it a 
peculiar cast. 

The widow of the clergyman is allowed 
to receive the benefit of the living for a 
twelve-month, after the death of the incum- 
bent. 

Arriving at the ferry (the passage over to 
Moss is about six or eight english miles) I 
saw the most level shore I had yet seen in 
Norway. The appearance of the circum- 
jacent country had been preparing me for 
the change of scene, -which was to greet 
me, when I reached the coast. For the 

1-3 
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gnmd ftsltnres of nature had been dwindling 
into prettiness as I advanced; yet the rocks> 
on a smaller scale^ were finely wooded to the 
water's edge. Little art appeared^ yet subli* 
mity every where gave place to elegance* 
The road had often assumed the appearance 
of a gravelled one, made in pleasure grounds^ 
whilst the trees excited only an idea of em- 
bellishment. Meadows, like lawns, in an 
endless variety, displayed the careless graces- 
of nature ; and the ripening corn gave a rich* 
ness to the landscape, analogous with the 
other ohjects, 

^ever was a southern sky more beautiful, 
nor more soft its gales. Indeed, I am led to 
conclude, that the sweetest summer in the 
world, is the northern one. The vegetation 
being quick and luxuriant, the moment the 
earth is loosened from its icy fetters, and the 
bound streams regain their wonted activity. 
The balance of happiness, with respect to cli^ 
mate, may be more equal than I at first ima- 
gined; for the inhabitants describe with 
warmth the pleasures of a winter, at the 
thoughts of which I shudder. Not only their 
parties of pleasure but of business are re- 
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served for this season» when (hey travel. wit^ 
^tonishiAg rapidity, .the most direct way^ 
skiaitning over hedge and ditch. 

On entering Moss I was struck by the 
animation which seemed to result from in- 
dustry. The richest of the inhabitants keep 
shops, resembling in their manners, and even 
the arrangement of their houses, the trades- 
people of Yorkshire ; with an air of more 
independence, or rather consequence, from 
feeling themselves the first people intheplace. 
I had not time to see the iron works, belong- 
ing to Mr. Anker of Christiania, a man of 
fortune and enterprise ; and I was not very 
anxious to see them, after having viewed 
those at Laurvig. 

Here I met with an intelligent literary 
man, who was anxious to gather information 
from me, relative to the past and present 
situation of France. The newspapers printed 
at Copenhagen, as well as those in England, 
give the most exaggerated accounts of their 
atrocities and distresses ; but the former with- 
out any apparent comments or inferences. 
Still the norwegians, though more connected 
with the english, speaking their language, and 
copying their manners, wish well to the re« 

1-4 
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puhlican cause; and follow, with the most 
lively interest, the successes of the frenck 
arms. So determined were they, in &ct, to 
excuse everything, disgracing the struggle of 
freedom, by admitting the tyrant's plea ne- 
cessity, that I could hardly persuade them 
that Robespierre was a monster. 

The discussion of this subject is not so ge- 
neral as in England, being confined to the 
few, the clergy and physicians, with a small 
portion of people who have a literary turn 
and leisure: the greater part of the inhabi- 
tants, having 1 variety of occupations, being 
owners of ships, shopkeepers and farmers, 
have employment enough at home. And 
their ambition to become rich may tend to 
cultivate the common sense, which characte- 
rizes and narrows both their hearts and views; 
confining tbe former to their families, taking 
the handmaids of it into the circle of pleasure, 
if not of interest; and the latter to the in- 
spection of their workmen, including the 
noble science of bargain-making — ^that is get- 
ting every thing at the cheapest, and selling 
it at the dearest rate. I am now more than 
ever convinced, that it is an intercourse with 
snen of science and artists, which not only 
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diffuses taste, but gives that freedonr to the 
understanding, without which I have seldom 
met vjrith much benevolence of character, on 
a large scale. 

Besides, though you do not hear of muck 
pilfering and stealing in Norway, yet they 
will, with a quiet conscience, buy things at 
a price which must convince them they were 
stolen. 1 had an opportunity of knowing 
that two or three reputable people had pur* 
chased some articles of vagrants, who were 
detected. How much of the virtue, which 
appears in the world, is put on for the world ! 
And how little dictated by self-respect — so 
little, that I am ready to repeat the old ques- 
tion— >and ask, where is truth or rather prin-> 
ciple to be found? These are, perhaps, the 
vapourings of a heart ill at ease — the effusions 
of a sensibility wounded almost to madness. 
But enough of this — we will discuss the sul>- 
ject in another state of existence — where truth 
and justice will reign. How cruel are the 
injuries which make us quarrel with human 
nature ! — At present black melancholy hovers 
round my footsteps ; and sorrow sheds a mil* 
dew over all the future prospects, which hope 
.no longer gilds. 
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A rainy morning prevented my enjoying 
the pleasure the view of a picturesque coun- 
try would have afforded me ; for though this 
road passed through a country, a greater ex* 
tent of which was under cultivation, than I 
had usually seen here, it nevertheless retained 
all the wild charms of Norway. Rocks still 
enclosed the valleys, the great sides of which 
enlivened their verdure. Lakes appear^ed like 
branches of the sea, and branches of the sea 
assumed the appearance of tranquil lakes; 
whilst streamlets prattled amongst the pebbles,, 
and the broken mass of stone which had roll- 
ed into them ; giving fantastic turns to the 
trees the roots of which they bared. 

It is not, in fact, surprising that the pine 
should be often undermined, it shoots its 
fibres in such a horizontal direction, merely 
on the surface of the earth, requiring only 
enough to cover those that cling to the craggs. 
Nothing proves to me, so clearly, that it is 
the air which principally nourishes trees and 
plants, as the flourishing appearance of these 
pines. — The firs demanding a deeper soil, arq 
seldom seen in equal health, or so numerous 
on the barren cliffs. They take shelter in 
the crevices, or where, after some revolving 



ages, the pines have, prepared them a foot- 



ing. 



Approaching, or rather descending, to 
Christiania, though the weather continued a 
little cloudy, my eyes were charmed with 
the view of an extensive undulated valley, 
stretching out under the shelter of a nohle 
amphitheatre of pine -covered mountains. 
Farm houses scattered about animated, nay, 
graced a scene which still retained so much 
of its native wildness, that the art which 
appeared seemed so necessary, it was scarcely 
perceived. Cattle were grazing in the shaven 
meadows; and the lively green, on their 
swelling sides, contrasted with the ripening 
corn and rye. The corn that grew on the 
slopes, had not, indeed, the laughing luxu^ 
riance of plenty, which I have seen in more 
genial climes. A fresh breeze swept across, 
the grain, parting its flender stalks ; but the 
wheat did not wave its head with its wonted,, 
careless dignity, as if nature had crowned it 
the king of plants. 

The view, immediately on the left, as we 
drove down the mountain, was almost spoilt 
by the depredations committed on the rocks to 
make alum. I do not know the process.-^I 
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only saw that the rocks locked red after diejr 
had been burnt; and regretted that the opera* 
tion should leave a quantity of niblMsh, to in- 
troduce an image €ff human industry in die 
shape of destruction. The situation of Chris- 
tjania is certainly uncommonly fine; and I 
never saw a bay that so forcibly gave me an 
idea of a place of safety from the storms of 
the ocean— ail the surrounding objects were 
beautiful, and even grand. But neither the 
rocky mountains, nor the woods that graced 
them, could be compared with the sublime 
proq>ects I had seen to the westward; and 
as for the hills, ^^ capped with eternal snow," 
Mr. Coxe's description led me to look for 
them; but they had flown ; for I looked vainly 
around for this noble back-ground. 

A few months ago the people of Christi- 
ania rose, exasperated by the scarcity, and 
consequent high price of grain. The imme- 
diate cause was the shipping of some, said to 
be for Moss ; but which they suspected was 
only a pretext to send it out of the country : 
and I am not sure that they were wrong in 
their conjecture. — Such are the tricks of 
trade 1 They threw stones at Mr. Anker^ 
the owner of it, as be rode out of town 
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to escape fpom their fury; they assembled 
about hrs house; and the people demanded 
afterwards, with so much impetuosity, the 
liberty of those who were taken up in conse- 
■quence of the tumult, that the Grand Bailiff 
thought it prudent to release them without 
further altercation. 

You may thiiik me too severe on com- 
merce ; but from the manner it is at present 
•carried on, little can be advanced in favour 
of a pursuit that wears out the most satred 
principles of humanity and rectitude. What is 
speculation, but a species of gambling, I might 
have said fraud, in which address generally 
gains the' prize ? I was led into these reflec- 
tions when I heard of some tricks practised 
by merchants, miscalled reputable, and cer- 
tainly men of property, during the present 
war, in which common honesty was vio- 
lated: damaged goods and provision hav- 
ing been shipped for the express purpose 
•of falling into the hands of the english, 
who had pledged themselves to reimburse 
neutral nations, for the cargoes they seized : 
cannon also, sent back as unfit for service, 
have been shipped as a good speculation ; the 
captain receiving orders to cruize about till 
he feU in with an english frigate. Many in* 
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dividuals, I believe, have suffered by the 
seizures of their vessels; still I am persuaded 
that the english government has been very 
much imposed upon in the charges madie 
by merchants, u^ho contrived to get their 
ships taken. This censpre is not confined to 
the danes. Adieu ! For the present, I must 
take advantage of a moment of fine v^eather 
to walk out and see the town. 

At Christiania I met with that polite recep* 
tion, which rather characterizes the progress 
of manners in the world, than of any parti- 
cular portion of it. The first evening of 
my arrival I supped with some of the most 
fashionable people of the place; and almost 
imagined myself in. a circle of english ladies, 
so much did they resemble them in manners, 
dress, and even in beauty; for the fairest 
of my countrywomen would not have been 
sorry to rank with the Grand BailifPs lady. 
There were several pretty girls pr|(tie;fit, but 
she outshone them all; and wJt>at interest- 
ed me still more, I could not avoid observ- 
ing that in acquiring the easy politeness 
which distinguishes people of quality, she had 
preserved her norwegian simplicity. There 
was, in fact, a graceful timidity in her ad« 
dress, inexpressibly charming. This surprised 
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me a little, because her husband was quite a 
frenchman of the ancien regime^ or rather 
a courtier, the same kind of animal in everjr 
country. 

Here I saw the cloven foot of despotism. 
I boasted to you, that they had no viceroy 
in Norway ; but these Grand BailiflFs, parti- 
cularly the superior one, who resides at Chris-* 
tiania, are political monsters of the same 
species. Needy sycophants are provided for 
by their relations and connexions at Copen- 
hagen, as at other courts. And though the 
norwegians are not in the abject state of the 
irish, yet this second-band government is still 
felt by their being deprived of several natu- 
ral advantages to benefit the domineering 
state. 

The Grand Bailiffs are mostly noblemen 
from Copenhagen, who act as men of com- 
mon minds will always act in such situations 

aping a degree of courtly parade which 

clashes with the independent character of a 
magistrate. Besides, they have a degree of 
power over the country judges, which some 
of them who exercise a jurisdiction truly 
patriarchal, most painfully feel. I can scarce- 
ly 6ay why, my . friend, but in this city, 

S 
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flioughtfttlriej^s seemed to be sliding into me* 
lancholfi or rather dullness. — The fire of 
fency, whi<ih had been kept alive in the coun- 
try, was almost extinguished by reflections 
en the ills that harass such a large portion 
of mankind. — I felt like a bird fluttering on 
the ground unable to mount ; yet unwilling 
to crawl tranquilly like a reptile, whilst still 
Consci6us it had wings. 

I walked out, for the open air is always 
my remedy when an aching head proceeds 
from an oppressed heart. Chance directed 
my steps towards the fortress, and the sight 
of the slaves, working with chains on their 
kgs, only served to embitter me -still more 
against the regulations of society, which 
treated knaves in such a different manner, 
especially as there was a degree of energy in 
some of their countenances which unavoidably 
excited my attention, and almost created re- 
spect. 

I wished to have seen, through an iron 
grate, the face of a man who has been con-* 
fined six year«, for having induced the far»: 
iners to revolt against some impositions of 
the government. I could not obtain a clear 
account of the * affair 5 yet, as the complaint 
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was against some farmers of taxeSy^ I aiti in- 
clined to believe, that it was not totally with- 
out foundation. He must have possessed 
some eloquence, or iiave had truth on his 
side; for the farmers rose hy hundreds to 
support him, anil were very much exaspe^ 
Tated at his imprisonment; which will pro- 
bably last for 4ife, though he has sent several 
very spirited remonstrances to the upper court, 
which makes the judges so averse to giving a 
sentence which may be cavilkd at, that they 
take advantage of the glorious uncertainty of 
the law, to protract a decision which is only 
to be regulated by reasons of state. 

The greater number of the slaves, I saw 
here, were not confined for life. Their la- 
bour is not hard ; and they work in the open 
^ir, which prevents their constitutions from 
:sufFering by imprisonment. Still as they are 
allowed to associate together, and boast of 
their dexterity, not only to each other but 
to the soldiers around them, in the garrison, 
they commonljr, it is natural to conclude, go 
out more confirmed, and more expert knaves 
than when they entered. 

It is not necessary to tsace the origin of 
the association of ideas, which led ihe tqt 
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think tkat die flais md gpU kcfs, whidi 
MUTouaded me the cvcniiig hefiarc, disgiacsd 
the wcarcfY, as BMich as the fetters I was 
riewiog — perhaps flMfe. I even began to 
investigate the reason, which led me to sns-* 
pect that the former produced the latter. 

The norwegtaxu are cztravagaatiy fond of 
courtljr dtsrmrrinn, and of titles, though 
thejr have no immnnities annexed to them, 
and are easiljr purchased. The propiietorsof 
mines have many privileges : they are almost 
exempt firom taxes, and the peasantry bom on 
their estates, as well as those on the ooimts\ 
are not born soldiers or sailors. 

One distinction, or nther trophy of no- 
bility, which might have occurred to tho 
Hottentots, amused me; it was a bunch 
of hog's bristles placed on the hoises' heads ; 
surmounting thai part of the harness to which 
a round piece of brass often dangles, ^guU^ 
the eye with its idle motioA. 

From the fortress I cetumed to my lodghig» 
and cjuickly was taken out of town to be 
Aomnxi a pretty villa, and engUdi garden. 
To a norwegian both might have been objects 
of curiosity ; and of use, by exdting to tiie 

mpariiia which leads to idipiovemettC, 
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But whilst I gazed, I was employed In restor-* 
ing the place to naturC) or taste, by giving 
it the character of the surrounding scene* 
Sefpfentinc wklhs^ and fid^^Hrig ShrUb*, tool- 
«d trifling ip a grand tett^ of the f-ocfci, 
-shaded by towfering pine^. Groves of sHiill^ 
trees might have bfeeti Sheltered uftdfer thfe/rf, 
which would have rtelted into the lihtfsciip^, 
displaying only the a!rt Which oYight t6 pfoltrt 
^ut the vicinity 6f8( hiitfwin db6de, flif dished 
with sbtne eiegahee. But fe^ |)6oplfe HiiVfe 
^utfidertt taste to discern; that the jrt of kiiu 
bellishing consists in interesting, not iit astc^ 
nishing. 

Chrt^tiahra is certainly very pleasaritf^ s?ttf- 
Ated ; and the ehvirotts I ^sed thronghr, dt^rin^ 
this ridfe, afforded mam- fine, and cuTtivatefl 
prospects^ but, excepting the first view api- 
ptdaching to it, jrirely present any dombina- 
ti6n of objifecw so ii^^ittSngly new, ot piCtiN 
xesqu^., as ta cdnimattid rei()fiimi)ra)fice, 

.Adieul 
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LETTER XIV. 

Christiamia is a clean, neat city; but it 
^has none of the graces of architecture, which 
ought to keep pace with the refining man* 
ners of a people— or the outfiide of the house 
will disgrace the inside ; giving the beholder 
an idea of overgrown wealth devoid of taste. 
Large square wooden bouses offend the eye, 
displaying 4iiore than gothic barbarism* Huge 
£othic piles, indeed, exhibit a characteristic 
sublimity, and a wildness of fancy peculiar to 
the period when they were erected ; hut size, 
,wtthaut grandeur or elegancey has an emphati- 
cal stamp of meanness, of poverty of concep- 
tion, wUcb only a commercial spirit could 
give. 

The same thought has struck me, when I 
Jiave entered the meeting-house of tny re- 
spected friend, Dr* Price* I am surprised 
that the dissenters, who have not laid aside 
all the pomps and vanities of life, should ima- 
gine a noble pillar, or arch, unhallowed* 
Whilst men have senses, whatever soothes 
them lends wings to devotion ; else why do 
the beauties of nature, where all that charm 
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tfiem are^ spread around with a lavish handfy' 
force even the sorrowing heart to acknow- 
ledge that existence is a blessing? and this ' 
acknowledgement is the most sublime homage 
we can pay to the D'eitjr. 

The argument of convenience is absurJ» 
Who would labour for wealth, if it were to 
procure nothing but conveniencies ? If we 
wish to render mankind moral from prrncr- 
pie, we must, I am persuaded, give a greater 
scope to the enjoyments of the senses, by 
blending taste with them. This has frei* 
quently occurred to me since I have been in 
the north, and observed that there sanguine 
characters always take refuge in drunkenness 
after the fire of youth is spent. 

But I have flown from Norway. To go" 
back to the wooden houses : farms con-^ 
ftructed with logs, and even little villages, * 
here erected in the same simple manner, 
have appeared to me very picturesque. In* 
the more remote parts I had been particu- 
larly pleased with many cottages situated* 
close to a brook, or bordering on a lake, 
with the whole farm contiguous. As the 
family increases, a little more land is culti*' 
v:tted : thus the country is obviously wirich^^ 
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h]^ popi^Utioo. Fo(iner!]r Ae &niiers might 
mpr^ justly have b^n termed wood-cutters. 
But now they find it necessary to spare the 
ij^pQ^ a little ; and this change will be uni* 
versally beneficial ; for whilst they lived en- 
tirely ^j selling the trees they t'efled, they did 
nojt pay sufficient attention to husbandry ; con* 
seq^uently, advanced very slowly in agricuitu* 
ral Jyiowledge. Necessity will in future more 
and tnpre spur them on; for the groundy 
cleared of wood, must be cultivated, or the 
fzxifi loses its value r there is no waiting for 
fopd till another generation of pines be grown 
tp maturity. 

The people of property are very care- 
ful of their timber; and^ rambling through. 
2^ forest near Tonsberg, belonging to the 
count, I have stopped to admire the appearance 
of sopme of the cottages inhabited by a wood- 
man's family — a man employed to cut down 
th^ wpod necessary for the houshold and 
tbf^ estate. A little lawn was cleared^ on 
"Virhich several lofty trees were left which 
nature had grouped, whilst the enqircliqg 
firs sported with wild grace. The^ dwell- 
ing was sheltered by the fprest, noble pines^^ 
'^Ijmding tl^^ic bnm^h^s^ over thj; rc^; and. 



befiKC the dod# a cow, goat^ nag, and 
children, seemed eipmll/ content with their 
lot 'f and if contentment be all we can at- 
tai Ayi it 18^ perhaps best secured by igno« 
ranee. 

As I ha^e been most delighted wkh the 
country parts of Norway, I was sorry to 
kafVa Christtania, without going further to 
the north, though the advancing season ad« 
monished me Ho depart^ as well as the catb of 
business and affection. 

June and July are the months to mabe a 
tour through Norway ; fdr then the evenings 
and nights are the £nest I have ever seen ; 
but towardls the middle, or latter end of 
August, the clouds begin to gather, and stHn*^ 
mer dieappeafs almost before it ha^ ripened 
the fruit of autumn— even, as it wer^ ffip* 
from your embraces, whilst the satisfied sMsiisfes 
seem to rest in enjoyment. 

You will asL, perhaps, why I wi^ed:ta» 
gO' firrthcr northward. Why? not only be* 
eause the country, from a!l' I can g»thei', ii 
most romantic^ abounding* in fbrestti* and 
kkes^ and the air pure^ but I bave^ Heatd 
muchi of the intelligence of the inhabitaff^i| 
sultft^i^al ffM-mere^ who hay^ mne^ 0£. tfttt 
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cunning to contaminate their timplicrtf^ 
which displeased me so much in the conduct 
of the people on the sea coast. A man, who 
has been detected in any dishonest act, can 
no longer live among them. He is univer- 
sally shunned, and shame becomes the se- 
verest punishment. Such a contempt have 
they, in fact, for every species of fraud, that 
they will not allow the people on the western 
coast to be their countrymen;^ so much do- 
they despise the arts for which those traders 
who live on the rocks are notorious* 

The description I received of them carried 
me back to the fables of the golden age : in- 
dependence and virtue; affluence without 
vice; cultivation of mind, without depra- 
vity of heart; with ** ever smiling Liberty;" 
the nymph of the mountain.— 4 want faith I 
My imagination hurries me forward to seek 
an asylum in such a retreat from all the dis- 
appointments I am threatened with; but 
reason drags ne back, whispering that the 
world is still the world, and man the same^ 
compound of weakness and fol!j, who must 
occasionally excite love and disgust, admira- 
tion and contempt. But this description! 
though it seems to have been sketched by>^ 
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£iiry penci'ly was given me by a man of sound 
understanding, whose fancy seldom appears 
to run away with him. 

A law in Norway^ termed the odeh rights 
has lately been modified, and probably will 
be abolished as an knpedisment ta commerce^ 
The heir of an estate had the power of re« 
purchasing it at the original purchase money^ 
making allowance for such improvements as 
were absolutely necessary, during the space 
of twenty years. At present ten is the term 
allawed for afterthought ^ and when the 
regulation was made^ all the men of abilities 
were invited to give their opinion whether 
it were better to abrogate or modify it.. It 
is certainly a convenient and safe way of 
mortgaging land^ yet the most rational men,, 
whom I conversed with on the subject^ seemed 
convinced that the right was more injurious 
than beneficial to society; still if it contri« 
bute to keep the farms in the farmers own 
hands, I should be sorry to hear that it were 
abolished. 

The aristocracy in Norway, if we keep- 
clear of Christiania, is far from being formi- 
dable; and it will require a long time to 
enable the merchants to attain a sufficient 
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moivied interest to induce them ta reinforce 
the upper class, at the expense of the ye<v 
manry, with whom thejr are usually con* 
nected. 

« 

England and Ansierica awe theb liberty 
to commerce, which, created a new species 
of power to undermine the feudal system* 
But let them beware of the consequence i 
the tjrranny of wealth is still OM>re galling 
and debasing than that of rank. 

Farewell I must prepare for my depaiture.^ 
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EiTTEIt XV. 



I L B F T Christ ianu yesterday. The weather 
w^s not y^ry fine^ and having been a little 
dels^yed on the road, I found that it was to» 
late to go- round> acoupk of mlleSy to see the ^ 
cascade near Fredericstadt^ which I had d;;-^ 
t^rmioed to visit. Besides, as Fredericstadt is 
z fortress, it was necessary to arrive there be* 
fpr^ they shut the gate- 

The load along the river is very romantic^, 
though the view^ are not grand ^ and the 
riches of Norway, its tiniber, ilpats silently 
down the stream, often impeded in its course^ 
by islands and; little cataracts, the offspring,., 
a^ it were, of the great one I had frequentlyr 
heard describee). 

I found aa excellent linn at Fredericstadt^ 
a«id was gratified by the kind attention of the^ 
hostess, who, perceiving that my clothes were: 
wet, took great pains ta procure- me^ as 9^ 
stranger, every con^^rt for the night. 

It. l>adi i^ned yery bard^;. and we passed^ 
the ferry in the dark^ without getting out of 
our carriage, which I thinkj wr^ong, as the 
hqi;i^8a'^ soon^times unruly. Fatigue and 
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melancholy, however, had made me regard* 
less whether I went down or across the 
stream ; and I did not know that I was wet 
before the hostess remarked it. My ima-^ 
gination has never yet severed me from my 
griefs — and my mind has seldom been so free 
as to allow my body to be delicate*. 

How I am altered by disappointment ! — 
When going to Lisbon^, the elasticity of my 
mind was sufficient to ward off weariness, 
and my imagination still could dip her brush 
in the rainbow of fiuicy, and sketch futurity 
in glowing colours. Now — but let me talk 
of something else — will you go with me to 
the cascade ? 

The cross road to it was rugged and dreary; 
and though a considerable ei^tcnt of land 
was cultivated on all sides, yet the rocks 
were entirely bare^ which surprised me, as 
they were more on a level with .the surface 
than any I had yet seen* On inquiry, how* 
ever, I learnt that some years since a forest 
had been burnt. This appearance of desola-^ 
tion was beyond measure gloomy, inspiring 

^ " When the mind's free. 
The body's delicate.** 

Fid. King Lmt. 
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emotions that sterility had never produced. 
Fires of this kind are occasioned by the 
ivind suddenly rising when the farmers are 
burning roots of trees, stallcs of beans, &c. 
with which they manure the ground. The 
xlevastation must, indeed, be terrible, when 
this, literally speaking, wildfire, runs along 
the forest, flying from top to top, and 
crackling amongst the branches* The soil, 
as well as the trees, is swept away by the 
destructive torrent; and the country, de- 
spoiled of beauty and riches, is left to 
mourn for ages. 

Admiring, as I do, these noble forests, 
which seem to bid defiance to time,! looked 
whh pain on the ridge of rocks that stretched 
fir beyond «iy eye, formerly crowned with 
the most beautiful verdure. 

I have often mentioned the grandeur^ 
but I feel myself unequal to the task of 
conveying an idea of the beauty and ele- 
gance of tSe scene when the spiry tops of 
the pines are loaded with ripening seed, aifd 
the sun gives a glow to their light green tinge, 
which is changing into purple, one tree more 
or less advanced, contrasted with anotheh 
The profusion with which nature has decked 
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them, with pcniAnt honours^ prcvrnts tIR 
surprise at seeing, in fevery crevice, some 
-sapling struggling for existence. Vast liiasses 
of stone are thas encirded; and it>otSj torii 
<up by the storms, become a shdter for a 
young generation. The pine and fir vroods, 
left entirely to naturci display an endless va<- 
Tiety; and the paths in the wood are not 
entangled with fallen lekves, which are only 
interesting whilst they are fluttering between 
life and death* The grey cobweb-like ap- 
|>earafice of the agdd pines is a much fin^ 
image of decays the fibres whitening as they 
lose thetf htoisttire^ imprisoned life seems to 
be stealing away* I diifnot tell why — but 
deatiiy under etery form, Bpptzn to me like 
B6mething gettihg fre^ — to expand in I kno^ 
not what element) n^y^ I feel that this coiv 
sciOus being miftt be as unfettered^ hilve the 
wings of thought, before it ^zn be h'tppy. 

Reaching -the ctfsc^, cir rather cataract, 
vtfae roaring of whkb had » Idtig time af>- 
nounced its vicinity, my s6ul> was hurried 6y 
the falls into a new train of reflections. The 
mipetttoiis dashiAg of the rebounding torrent 
.from the dark cavities which mocked the 
«xpk)»i9 eyOy produced to equat tctivity \h 

I 



Biy mind : my thoughts darted from earth 
to heaven, and I asked myself why I was 
chained to life and its misery. Still thi! tu- 
multuous emotipns this sublime . object ex* 
cited, were pleasurable; and, viewing it, my 
soul rose, with renewed dignity, above its 
cares — ^grasping at immortality — it seemed as 
impossible to stop the current of my thoughts, 
as of the always varying, still the same, tor-^ 
rent before me — I stretched out my. hand to 
eternity, bounding ovfr the dark speck of 
life to come» 

. We turaed with regret frpm the cascade* 
On a little hillj which oomm^uids thq best 
view of it^ several obelisks are erected to 
commemorate the visits^ of different kings* 
The appearance of the river above and belovir 
the falls is very picturesque, the ruggedness 
of the scenery disappearing as the torrent sub« 
sides into a peaceful stream. But I did not 
like to see a number of saw-mills crowded 
together closQ to the cataraQts; they, destroyed 
the harmony of the prospect. 

The sight of a bridge erected across a deeji^ 
talky, at a little distance, inspired very dis* 
similar sensations. It was most ingeniously 
9uf i^oited by n^ast<»likc trunks, just stripped of 
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LETTER XVI. 

I SET out from Fredericstadt about thret 
o'clock in the afternoon, and expected to 
reach Stromstad before the night closed in ;. 
but the wind dying away, the weather be- 
came so calm, that we scarcely made any 
perceptible advances towards the opposite 
coast, though the men were fatigued with 
rowing. 

Getting among9t the rocks and islands a» 
the moon rose, and the stars darted forward 
out of the dear expanse, I forgot that the* 
night stole on, whUst indulging affectionate 
reveries,, the poetical fictions of sensibility ;. 
I was noty therefore,, aware of the length of 
time we had been toiling to reach Stromstad* 
And when I began to look around, I did not 
perceive any thing to Indicate that we were 
in its neighbourhood. So far from it, that 
when I inquired of tlie pilot, who spoke a 
little english,, I found that he was only ac* 
customed to coast along the norwegian shore i, 
and had been, only once, across to Strom- 
stad. But he had brought with him a fellow^ 



Better atcjuainted, he awdra* fti«, 'With iht 
rocks by which they were to $teer o\it coufsit 5 
for we had n®t a compass btt board ; ytty as 
he was h^lf a fool, I had little confidence ih 
his skill. There was thert great reason to fear 
that we had lost our Way, and weffe strid- 
ing amidst a labyrinth of xoekSy without k 

clue. 

This was something Hke an adventure j 
but not of the most agreeabf* cast j besides, I 
was impatient to arrived at Sttomttad, to hb 
able to send forward, that fttght, a boy f6 
order horses on the road to be ready ; fbt 
I was unwilling to rfeitiain thtrh i dky*, with- 
out having any thing ta detain the ftofn rtif 
little girl ; arid from the Ittbtfs Whifch I wA 
impatient to get from you. 

I began to expostulate^ and even to scold 
the pilot, for not having informed me of his 
ignorance, previous to my departure. ThrS 
made him row with more force ; and Wt 
turned round one it)ck ©nly to see anotHet*, 
equally destitute of the tokens we were ih 
search of to tell us where we were. Enter- 
ing also into creek aftef creek, which pro- 
mised to be th« entrance of the bay we were 
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seeking s we advanced merely to find our* 
selves running aground. 

The solitariness of the scene, as we glided 
under the dark shadows of the rocks, pleased 
me for a while ^ but the fear of passing the 
.whole night thus wandering to and fro, and 
Josing the next day, roused me. I begged 
the pilot to return to one of the largest 
iybp4<, at the side of which we had seen a 
)x3at moored. As we drew nearer, a light, 
through a window on the summit, became 
jQur beacon i but we were farther off than I 
fupposed. 

With some difficulty the pilot got on shore, 
not distinguishing the landing place; and I 
remained in the boat, knowing that all the 
relief we could expect, was a man to direct 
us. After waiting some time, for there is 
^ Insensibility in the very movements of 
these people *, that would weary more than 
/ordinary patience, he biought with him a 
man, who, assisting them to row, we landed 
at Stromstad a little after one in the morn- 
ing. 

It was too late to send off a boy ; but I did 

* It is very possible that he staid to smoke a pipe^ 
Chough I was waiting in the cold. 
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not go to bed before I had made the arrange- 
ments necessary to enable me to set out as 
early as possible. 

The sun rose with splendor. My mind 
was too active to allow me to loiter long in 
bed, though the horses did not arrive till 
between seven and eight. However, as I 
wished to let the boy, who went forward to 
order the horses, get considerably the start 
of me, I bridled in my impatience. 

This precaution was unavailing, for after 
the three first posts, I had to wait two hours, 
whilst the people at the post-house went, fair 
ismd softly, to the farm, to bid them bring upi 
the horses, which were carrying in the first- 
fruits of the harvest. I discovered here that- 
these sluggish peasants had their share of cun- 
ning. 1' hough they had made me pay for a 
horse, the boy had gone on foot, and only 
arrive4 half an hour before me. This dis- 
concerted the whole arrangement of the day } 
and being detained again three hours, I reluc- 
tantly determined to sleep at Quistram, two 
posts short of Uddervalla, where I had hoped 
to have arrived that night. 

But, when I reached Quistram, I found I 
could not approach the door of the inn, for 
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ipen, berscs, mi carts, cowf, and pigs hud- 
dled together. Froin the concourse of people, 
) had met on the road, I conjectured that 
there was a fair in the neighbourhood, this 
crowd convinced me that it was but too true. 
The boisterous merriment that almost every 
instant produced a quarrel, or made n^e dread 
que, with the clouds of tobacco, ^nd fumes 
of brandy, gave an infernal appearance to the 
scene. There w^ every thing to drive vac 
hfu:kj nothing to excite $ymp<^hy in a rude 
tuniult of the senses, which I foresaw would 
^nd in a gross debauch. What was to bo 
4on€ ? No Mi lyas to be had, or even a quiet 
corner tp ^^ir« to fo^ a moment — all was 
lost in 9(^i6e> rioi, and cpufusiion. 

After $qtme debating they promised me 
l^scs, which wer« to go on to Uddervalla^ 
two stages. I requested something to eat 
first, not haviii^ dined , and the hostess, whom 
« ] have meAtioned to you before, as knowing 
how. tp ta]^ caire of herself, brought me a plate 
<^ fisb, (pr which she charged a rix dollar 
4nd a half. This was making hay whilst the 
sun shone. I was glad to get out of the up- 
ip^j thojugh Qot disposed to travel in an in- 
cpmo^odioMS ofpcit carriage, all night, had I 
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titoi^t that there was anj chance of get&tg 
horses. 

Quitting Qiristram, I met a number of 
joyous groups, and though the evening was 
fresh, many were stretched on the grass like 
weary cattle; and drunken men had falleo 
by the road side. Oa a rock, under tho 
shade of lofty trees, a large partjF of mea 
and women had lighted a fire, cutting dow£i 
fuel around to keep it alive all night, Thejr 
were drinking,, smoking, and laughing, with 
aJl their might and main, I felk for the trees 
whoise torn branches strewed the ground.—* 
Hapkss nymphs ! your haunts I fear weare pol* 
luted by maniy aa unhallowed flame; th« 
casual burst of the moment i 

The horses went: on very weU ; hui: wheii 
we drew near the petst-house, the posdlioo* 
stopt short, and: neither threats^ nor promises^ 
could prevail on hinv tio go forward. H« 
even began to howl and wee[^, vrhen I insist^ 
ed OA his keeping his w<>rd. Nothing, indeed^^ 
can equal the stupid obstinacy of some ofthesa 
half alive beings^ wboseem to have been made 
by Prometheus, whea the fine he stole front 
Heaven was sa exhausted^ that he cfould oolf 
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Spare a spark to give life, not animation, to^ 
the inert clay. 

It was some time before we could rouse 
any body; and, as I expected, horses we 
were told could not be had in less than four 
or five hours. I again attempted to bribe the 
churlish brute, who brought us there; but I 
discovered, that in spite of the courteous 
hostess's promise, he had received orders not 
to go any &rther. 

As there was no remedy I entered, and 
was almost driven back by the stench — z 
softer phrase would not have conveyed an 
idea of the hot vapour that issued from an 
apartment, in which some eight or ten people 
were sleeping, not to reckon the cats and 
dogs stretched on the floor. Two or three 
of the men or women were lying on the 
benches, others on old chests; and one figure 
started half out of a trunk to look at me,, 
whom I might have taken for a ghost, had 
the chemise been white, to contrast with the 
sallow visage. But the costume of apparitions 
not being preserved I passed, nothing dread- 
ingy excepting the effluvia, warily amongst 
the pots, pans, milk-pails, and washing-tubs* 



After scaling a ruinous staircase, I war shewn 
« bed-chamber. The bed did not invite me 
to enter; opening, therefore, the window, 
and taking some clean towels out of my 
night-sack, I spread tjiem over the coverlid, 
on which tired nature found repose, in spite 
of the previous disgust. 

With the grey of the morn the birds 
awoke me ; and descending to inquire for the 
horses, I hastened through the apartment I 
have already described, not wishing to asso- 
ciate the idea of a pigstye with that of a hu- 
man dwelling, 

I do not now wonder that the girls lose 
their fine coniplexions at such an early ^e, 
or that love here is merely an appetite, to 
fulfil the main design of nature, never enli- 
vened by either affection or sentiment. 

For a few posts we found the horses wait- 
ing ; but afterwards I was retarded, as before, 
by the peasants, who, taking advantage of my 
ignorance of the language, made me pay for 
the fourth horse, that ought to have gone for- 
ward to have the others in readiness, though 
it had never been sent. I was particularly 
impatient at the last post, as I longed to 
ass ure myself that my child was well. 



' Mf impa^ence, however, did not prevent 
(nj enjojing the journey. I had six weeki 
before passed over the saqie ground, still it 
had sufficient novelty to attract my attention, 
and beguile, if not banish, the sorrow that 
bad taken up its abode in my heart. How 
interesting are the varied beauties of nature ; 
and what peculiar charms characterize each 
season ! The purple hue which the heath now 
assumed, gave it a degree of richness, that al* 
most exceeded the histre of the young green 
iff spring — ^and harmonized exquisitely with 
the rays of the ripening corn. The weather 
was uninterruptedly fine, and the people busy 
in the fields cutting down the corn, or bind- 
ing up the sheaves, continually varied the 
prospect. The rocks, it is true, were un- 
usually nigged and dreary, yet as the road 
funs for a considerable way by the side of a 
fine river, with extended past^ires on the 
other side, the image of sterility was not the 
prediommant object, though the cottages 
Iboked stiH more miserable, after having seen 
tlic niirwegian forms. The trees, likewise, 
appeared of the growth of yesterday, com- 
pared with those Nestors of the forest I have 
frequently mentioned. . Tho wooien and 



children were cuttbg off bratiebes frooi thff 
beech, birch, oak, &c. s^d leaving th^m tOi 
dry"^-«— This way of hel|H|f\g out their foddiTii 
injures the trees. Bm tb? wifiters are sa 
long, that the poor cannot a^ord to lay in 8| 
sufficient stock of hay. 3y such means they 
just keep life in the poor cows, for little milk 
can be expected when they are so miserably 
fed. 

It was Saturday, and the evening was un- 
commonly serene. In the Villages I everywhere 
saw preparations for Sunday ; and I passed by a 
little car loaded with rye, that presented, for 
the pencil and heart, the sweetest picture of 
a harrest home I had eve^ beheld. A little 
girl was mounted a straddle on a shaggy 
horse, brandishing a stick over its head ; the 
father was walking at the side of the car with 
a child in his arms, who must have come to 
meet him with tottering steps, the little crea- 
ture was stretching out its arms to cling 
round his neck ; and a boy, just above petti- 
coats, was labouring hard, with a fork, be- 
hind, to keep the sheaves from falling. 

, My eyes followed them to the cottage, 
and an involuntary sigh whispered to my 
heart, that I envied the mother, much as I 
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iidsike cooking, who was preparing their 
pottage. I was returning to my babe, who 
wasLj never experience a fiither*s care or ten- 
derness. The bosom that nurtured her, 
heaved with a pang at the thought which only 
an unhappy mother could feel. 

Adieu ! 



LETTER XVII. 

I WAS unwilling to leave Gothenburg, 
without visiting Trolhaettae. I wished not 
only to see the cascade, but to observe the 
progress of the stupendous attempt to form a 
canal through the rocks, to the extent of an 
english mile and a half. 

This work is carried on by a company 
who employ daily nine hundred men; fiv^ 
years was the time mentioned in the propor- 
sals, addressed to the public, as necessary 
for the completion. A much more consi- 
derable sum than the plan requires has been 
subscribed, for which there is every reason 
to suppose the prompters will receive ample 
interest. 

The Danes survey the progress of this 
work with a jealous eye, as it is principally 
undertaken to get clear of thie Sound, duty. 

Arrived at Trolhaettae, I must own that 
the first view of the cascade disappointed me: 
and the sight of the works, as they advanced, 
though a grand proof of human industry, was 
not calculated to warm the fancy. I, how- 
ever, wandered about i and at last coming 



to the conflfix of the various cataracts, rush- 
ing from different fidk, struggling with the 
huge masses of rock, and rebounding fixmi 
iht profound cavities, I immfdiafrly retracted, 
teknowledging that it was indeed a grand 
ctject. A Iktle bland stood in the midst^ 
coirered with firs, which, hj dividing tht 
torrent, Ptnitrci it fn^>re picturesque; one 
half appearing to issue from a dark cavern, 
that fancy might easily imagine a vast foun- 
tlfti, throwtTig up M waters from the very 
centre of the earth. 

I gazed I know not how long, stunned 
with the noise; and growing giddy with 
only looking at the never«ceasing tumultuous 
motion, I listened, scarcely conscious where 
I was, when I observed a boy, half obscured 
by the sparkling foam, fishing under the im- 
pending rock on the other side. How he had 
descended I could not perceive; nothing like 
human footsteps appeared; and the horrific 
craggs seemed to bid defiance even to the 
goat's activity. It looked like an abode 
only fit for the eagle, though in its crevices 
soffie pines darted up their spiral heads ; but 
they only grew near the cascade; every 
where else sterility itself reigned with dreary 
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^noideur; for the huge grey massy rockt 
which probably had been torn asunder by 
some dreadful convulsion of nature^ had noC 
even their first covering of a little cleaving 
moss. There were so many appearaaces t» 
excite the idea of chaos, that, instead of ad-i- 
miring the canal and the works, great as they 
are termed, and little as they appear, I could 
not help regretting that such a noble scen^ 
had not been left in all its solitary sublimity* 
Amidst the awful roaring of the impetuous 
torrents, the noise of human instruments, and 
the bustle of workmen, even the blowing up 
of the rocks, when grand masses trembled ia 
the darkened air— only resembled the insig«» 
nificant sport of children. 

One fall of water, partly made by art, 
when they were attempting to construct 
sluices, had an uncommonly grand effect; 
the water precipitated itself with immense 
velocity down a perpendicular, at least fifty or 
sixty yards, into a gulf, so concealed by the 
foam as to give full play to the fancy : there 
was 2i continual uproar : I stood on a rock 
to observe it, a kind of bridge formed by 
nature, nearly on a level with the com- 
«iencemeot ^f the fall* After musing by it a 
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long tiine^ I turned towards tbe other side^ 
and saw a gentle stream stray calmlj oat* 
I should hare concluded that it had no com* 
munication with the torrent, had I not seen a 
huge log, that fell headlong down the ca£> 
cade, steal peacefully into the purling stream. 

I retired from these wild scenes with regret 
to a miserable inn, and next morning returned 
to Gothenburg, to prepare for my journey to 
Copenhagen. 

I was sorry to leave Gothenburg, without 
travelling further into Sweden ; yet I ima- 
gine I should only have seen a romantic 
country thinly inhabited, and these inha- 
bitants struggling with poverty. The nor- 
wegian peasantry, mostly independent, have 
a rough kind of frankness in their manner ; 
but the Swedish, rendered more abject by 
misery, have a degree of politeness in their 
address, which, though it may sometimes 
border on insincerity, is oftener the effect of 
a broken spirit, rather softened than de- 
graded by wretchedness. 

In Norway there are no notes in circuit 
tion of less value than a Swedish rixdollar. 
A small silver coin, commonly not worth 
more than a penny, and never more than 
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twopence, serves for change: but in Sweden 
they have notes as low as sixpence. I never 
saw any silver pieces there; and could not 
without difficulty, and giving a premium, 
obtain the value of a rixdollar, in a large 
copper coin, to give away on the road to tbt 
poor who open the gates. 

As another proof of the poverty of Sweden, 
I ought to mention that foreign merchants,- 
who have acquired a fortune there, are'ob^ 
liged to deposit the sixth part when they leave 
the kingdom. This law, you may suppose, 
is frequently evaded. 

In fact, the laws here, as well as in Nor- 
way, are so relaxed, that they rather favour 
than restrain knavery. 

Whilst I was at Gothenburgh, a man who 
had been confined for breaking open his 
master's desk, and running away with five or 
six thousand rixdollars, was only sentenced 
to forty days confinement on bread and wa- 
ter; and this slight punishment his relations 
rendered nugatory by supplying him with 
more savoury food. 

The swedes are in' general attached to their 
families ; yet a divorce may^ obtained by 
cither party, on proving the infidelity of the 
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etKer, or acknowledging it tfaems^Iyes. The 
women do not afttn recur to this equal 
priirilege; for i^hey cither retaliate on th^ir 
tiusbands^j by fbllovying their own devices, or 
tink into the merest domestic drudgei, worn 
down by tyranny to servile submission. Do 
not term me severe, if I add, that after youth 
is flown, thf fausb4nd becomes a sot i and the 
wife amuses herself by scolding her servants. 
In fact, wbat is to be expected in any country 
where taste and cultivation of mind do not: 
(upply the place of youthful beauty and animal 
spirits ? Affection requires a firmer founda* 
tion than sympathy ; and few people have a 
principle of action sufHciently stable to pro^ 
duce rectitude of feeling ; for, in spite of all 
the arguments I have heard to justify devia* 
tions from duty, I am persuaded that even 
the most spontaneous sensations are more un« 
der the direction of principle than weak peo«t 
pie are willing to allow. 

But adieu to moralizing, I have been 
writing these last sheets at an inn in £Iaineur» 
where I am waiting for horsey ; and as they 
are not yet ready, I will give you a short ac- 
count of my jturney from Gothenburgb ; for 
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Isdt out the moroing after I returned fi-om 
Trolhaetta, 

. The country, during the first day's jour- 
ney, presented a most barren appearance ; a^ 
rocky, yet not so picturesque as Norway, 
because on a diminutive scale. We stopt tb 
«leep at a tolerable inn in Falckersberg, a de- 
cent little town. 

The next day beeches and oaks began ti^ 
jrace the prospects, the sea every now and 
then appearing to give them dignity; I could 
not avoid observing also, that even in -this 
part of Sweden, one of the most sterile, as I 
wai informed, there was more ground under 
cultivation than in Norway. Plains of varietl 
-crops stretched out to a considerable esctent, 
and sloped down to the shore, no longer ter^ 
rific. And, a« far as I coulc) Judgp, from 
glancing my eye over the country, as we 
<lrove along, agriculture was in a more ad- 
vanced state; though, in the habitations, z 
greater appearance of poverty still remained. 
The cottages indeed often looked most un- 
comfortable, but never so miserable as those 
I had remarked on the road to Stromstad i 
and the towns were equal, if not superior to 
many of the little towns in Wales, or some I 
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have passed through in my way from Calais 
to Paris. 

The inns, as we advanced, were not to be 
complained of, unless I had always thought of 
England. The people were civil, and much 
more moderate in their demands than the 
norwegians, particularly to the westward, 
where they boldly charge for what you never 
had, and seem to consider you, as they do a 
wreck, if not as lawful prey, yet as a lucky 
chance, which they ought not to neglect to 
seize. 

The prospect of Elsineur, as we passed 
the Sound, was pleasant. I gave three rix- 
dollars for my boat, including something to 
drink* I mention the sum, betrause they im- 
pose on strangers. ^ 

'Adieu I till I arrive at Copenhagen, 
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LETTER XVIIL 
COPENHAGEN. 

The distance frcwn Elsineur to Copenhagen 
IS twenty-two miles ; the road is very good, 
over a flat country diversified with wood, 
mostly beech, and decent mansions. There 
appeared to be a great quantity of corn land ; 
and the soil looked much more fertile than it 
is in general so near the sea. The rising 
grounds indeed were very few j and around 
Copenhagen it is a perfect plain, of course 
has nothing to recommend it, but cultiva- 
tion, not decorations. If I say that the 
houses did not disgust me, I tell you all I 
remember of them^' for I cannot recollect 
any pleasurable sensations they excited ; or 
that any object, produced by nature or art, 
togk me out of myself. The view of the 
city, as we €rew near, was rather grand, but 
without any striking feature to interest the 
imagination, excepting the trees which shade 
the foot-paths. 

Just before I reached Copenhagen, I saw 
a number of tents on a wide plain, and sup* 
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posed that the rzge for cncunpments had 
reached this city ; but I scon discorercd that 
tlKT were the asylom of manj cf the poor 
hmilles who had been drivea out of thek ha- 
bitations bj the late fire. 
. Eotering toon after, I passed amongst 
the dust and rubbish it had left^ affr^hted 
bj viewing the extent of the devastation ; 
for at least a quarter of the citj had been 
destroyed. There was little in the ap- 
pearance of £illen bricks and stacks of chirn- 
nies to allare the imagination intp sooth- 
ing melancholy reveries ; nothing to at* 
tract the eye of taste, but much to afflict 
the benevolent heart. The depredations of 
time have always something in them to em- 
ploy the fancy, or lead to musing on sub- 
jects which, withdrawing^ the mind from ob» 
jects of sense, seem to give it new dignity : 
but here I was treading on live ashes. The 
sufferers were still under the pressure of the 
misery occasioned by this dreadful confla- 
gration. I could not take refuge in the 
thought; thfy suffered^^ut they are.no more t 
a reflectici I frequently summon to calm my 
mind, when sympathy rises to anguish: I 
therefore desired the driver to hasten to the 
hotel recommended to me, that I might 
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avert my eyes, and snap the trail) of thinking 
which had sent me into all the corners of the 
city, in search of houseless heads. 

This morning I have been walking round 
the town, till I am weary of observing the 
ravages. I had often heard the danes, eveH 
those who had seen Paris and London, spenk 
of Copenhagen with rapture. Certainly { 
have seen it in a very disadvantageous lights 
some of the best streets hgyi^ hiscn burnt^ 
and the whole place thrown i«tQ Confu^ibPi 
Still the utmost that can, or. could ever, t 
believe, have been said in its praise, might b^ 
comprised in a few words. The streets ar^ 
open, and many of the houses larger but i 
saw nothing to rouse the idea of elegance or 
grandeur, if I except the circus where th© 
king and prince royal reside. 

The palace^ which was consumed about 
two years ago, must have been a handsoqie 
spacious building: the stone-work is still 
standing; and a great number of the poor^ 
during the late fire, took refuge in its ruins^ 
till they could find some other abode. Beds 
were thrown on the landing places of th« 
grand stair-case^ where whol? families crept 
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from the cold^ and every little nook is boarded 
up as a retreat for some poor creatures de- 
prived of their home. At present a roof may 
be sufficient to shelter them from the night 
air ; but as the season advances, the extent of 
the calamity will be more severely felt, I fear, 
though the exertions on 'the part of govern- 
ment are very considerable. Private charity has 
also, no doubt, done much to alleviate the 
misery which obtrudes itself at every turn ; still 
public spirit appears to me to be hardly alive 
liere. Had it existed, the conflagration might 
have been smothered in the beginning, as it 
,was at last, by tearing down several houses 
before the flames^ had reached them* To 
this the inhabitants would not consent ; and 
the prince royal not having sufficient energy 
of character to know when he ought to be ab- 
solute, calmly let them pursuetheir own course, 
till the whole city seemed to be threatened 
with destruction. Adhering, with puerile 
scrupulosity, to the law, whichp«he has im-* 
posed on himself, of .acting exactly right, he 
did wrong by idly lamenting, whilst he 
marked the progress of a mischief that one 
dpcided step would have stopt. He was af- 
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terV^ards obliged to resort to violent* measures^ 
but then — who could blame him ? And, tq 
avoid censure, what sacrifices are not made by 
weak minds! 

A gentleman, who was a witness of the 
scene, assured me,, likewise,, that if the pco^r 
pie of property had taken half as much pains 
to extinguish the fire„ as to preserve their va^- 
luables and furniture, it would soon have 
been got under. But they who were not 
immediately in danger did not exert them«- 
selves sufEciently, till fear, like an electrical 
shocks roused all the inhabitants to a sense of 
the general evil. Even the fixe engines were 
out of order,, though the burnmg of the par 
iace ought to have admonished them of the 
necessity of keeping them in constant repairi. 
But this kind of indolence,, respecting what 
does not immediately concern them, seems to 
characterize the danes. A sluggish concenr- 
tration in themselves makes them so careful 
to preserve their property, that they will not 
venture on any enterprise to increase it, in 
which there is a shadow of hazard. 

Considering Copenhagen as the capital of 
Denmark and Norway, I was surprised noc 
to see so much industry or taste as in Chris.ti* 
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tnia. Indeed fforti everjr thing I have had an 
bpportunity of observing, the diines are the 
people who have made the fewest sacrifices to 
the graces. 

The men of business arc domestic tyrants, 
Coldly immersed in their own affairs, and s6 
ignorant of the state of other countries, that 
they dogmatically assert that Denmark is the 
happiest country in the world; the prince 
royal the best of all possible princes j and 
Count BernstorfFthe wisest of ministers. 

As for the women, they are simply notable 
housewives ; without accomplishments, or 
any of the charms that adorn more advanced 
social life. This total ignorance may enable 
them to save something in their kitchens; 
but it is far from rendering them better 
parents. On the contrary, the children 
are spoilt ; . as they usually are, when left 
to the care of weak, indulgent mothers, 
who having no principle of- action to regu*- 
late their feelings, become the slaves of in- 
fants, enfeebling both body and mind by falst 
tenderness. 

I am perhaps a little prejudiced, as I write 
from the impression of the moment j for I 
bave been tormented t6*day by the preseoct 
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•f unrnljr children^ jand made angry by some 
invectircs thrown out against the maternal 
character of the unfortunate Matilda. She 
was censured, with the most cruel insinuation, 
for her management of her son ; though^ 
from what I could gather, she gave proofs 
of good sense, as well as tenderness in her 
attention to him. She used to bathe him 
herself every morning; insisted on his being 
foosely clad i and would not permit his tt^ 
tendants to injure his digestion, by humour- 
ing his appetite. She was equally careful to 
prevent his acquiring haughty airs, and play* 
ing the tyrant in leading-strings. The queen 
dowager would not permit her to suckle him ; 
but the next child being a daughter, and not 
the heir apparent of the crown, less opposi- 
tion was made to her discharging the duty of 
a mother. 

Poor Matilda ! thou hast haunted me ever 
since my arrival ', and the view I have had 
of the. manners of the country, exciting my 
aympathy, has iiicrea^ my respect for thy 
memory I 

1 am now fiilly convinced that she was the 

victim of the party she displaced, who would 

^have overlooked^ or encouraged, her attach* 
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ment, bad not her lover, ainmig at being 
useful, attempted to overturn some esta- 
blished abuses before the people, ripe for the 
change, had sufficient spirit to support him 
when struggling in their behalf. Such in- 
deed was the asperity sharpened against her^ 
that I have heard her, even atter so many 
years have elapsed, charged with licentious* 
ness, not only for endeavouring to render 
the public amusements more elegant,, but 
for her very charities, because she erected 
amongst other institutions, an hospital to re- 
ceive foundlings. Disgusted with many cus- 
toms which pass for virtues, though they are 
nothing more th^ observances of forms, often 
at the expense of truth, she probably ran 
into an error common to innovators, in wish- 
ing to do immediately what can only be done 
by time. 

Many \t:y cogent reasons have been 
urged by her friends to prove, that her affec- 
tion for Struensee was never carried to the 
length alleged against her, by those who v 
feared her influence. Be that as it may, she 
certainly was not a woman of gallantry ; and ~ 
if she had an attachment for him, it did not^ 
disgrace her heart or understanding, the king 



being a notorious debauchee^ and an idiot into 
the bargain. As the king's conduct had al- 
ways been directed by some favourite, they 
also endeavoured to govern him, from a prin- 
ciple of self-preservation, as well as a laudable 
ambition ; but, not aware of the prejudices 
they had to encounter, the system they 
adopted displayed more benevolence of heart 
than soundness of judgment. As to the 
charge, still believed, of their giving the 
king drugs to injure his faculties, it is too 
absurd to be refuted. Their oppressors had 
better have accused them of dabbling in the 
black art ; for the potent spell still keeps his 
wits in bondage. 

I cannot describe to you the effect it had 
on me to see this puppet of a monarch 
moved by the strings which count Bernstorff 
holds fast; sit, with vacant eye, erect, re- 
ceiving the homage of courtiers, who mock 
him with a shew of respect. He is, in fact, 
merely a machine of state, to subscribe the 
name of a king to the acts of the government, 
which, to avoid danger, have no value, un- 
less countersigned by the prince royal ;' for 
he is allowed to be absolutely an idiot, ex- 
cepting that now and then an observation^ 
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fit trick, escapes him, which looks more like 
madness than imbecility. 

What a farce is life ! This effigy of ma- 
jesty is allowed to burn down to the socket, 
whilst the hapless Matilda was hurried into 
;ui untimely grave. 

** As flies to wanton boys, are we to the gods j 
^ They kill us for their sport." 



Adieu f 
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LETTER XIX. 

Business having obliged mp to go a few 
miles out of town this morning, I was suf* 
prised at meeting a crowd of people of ev^y 
description ; and inquiring the cause, of a $er«» 
vant who spoke french, 1 wa^ informed tht^t 
a man had been executed two hours b^fore^ 
and the body afterwards burnt. I could m^ 
help looking with horror around — the iieldi 
lost their verdure — ^and I turned with disgust: 
from the well-dressed women, who were Jre» 
turning with their children from this sight* 
What a spectacle for humanity ! Th^ seeing 
such a flock of idle gazers, pluogqd im into 
a train of reflections, on the perniciou9 9flN?c|9 
produced by £ilse notions of justke. And 
Z am persuaded that till capital . punishments 
are entirely abolished, executions ought to 
have e\^ry appearance of horror given to 
them ; instead of being, as they are now, a 
scene of amusement for the gaping ctowd^ 
where sympathy is quickly efiaced by curi> 
Osity. 

1 have always been pf opinioa th^t tht 
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allowing actors to die, in the presence of the 
{ludience, has an immoral tendency ; but 
trifling when compared with the ferocity ac- 
quired by viewing the reality as a show ; for 
h seems to me, that in all countries the com- 
mon people go to executions to see how the 
poor wretch plays his part, rather than to 
commiserate his fate, much less to think of 
the breach of morality which has brought 
him to such a deplorable end. Consequently 
executions, far from being useful examples to 
the survivors, have, I am persuaded, a quite 
contrary effect, by hardening the heart they 
ought to terrify. Besides, the fear of an 
ignominious death, I believe, never deterred 
any one from the commission of a crimen 
because, in committing it, the mind is roused 
to activity about present <ircumstances. It 
is a game at haeard, at ^hich all expect 
the turn of the die in their own favour ; 
never reflecting on the chance of ruin, till it 
comes. In fact, from what I saw, in the 
fortresses of Norway, I am nuu'e and more 
convinced that the same energy of character, 
^hich renders a man. a daring villain, would 
have rendered him useful to society, had that 
tsociety been ;w£ll organized. Wheu a .strong 
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mind is not disciplined by cultivation, it is t 
^ense oF injustice th^t renders it unjust. 

Exequtions, however, occur very rarely at 
Copenhagen; for timidity, rather than cle- 
mency, palsies all the operations 'of the pre- 
sent governitient. The malefactor, who 
<lied £his morning, would not, probably, have 
been punished with death at any other pe- 
riod; but an incendiary excites universal 
execration; and as the greater part of the in* 
hal}itants are Still distressed by the iate con- 
flagration^ an example was thought absolutely 
necessary ; though, from what I can gather, 
the fire was accidental. 

Not, biftthat I have very seriously been" 
informed, that 'Combustible materials were 
placed at proper distances, by the emissaries 
of Mr. Pitt ; and, to corroborate the fact, 
many people insist, that the flames burst out 
^t once in different parts of the city; not 
allowing the wind to have any hand in it. 
So much for the plot. But the fabricators of 
plots in all countries build their conjectures 
on the *' baseless fabric of a vision ;'* and, it 
seems even a sort of poetical justice, that whilst 
this minister is crushing at home plots of 
his own conjuring up, on the continent, 
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a^d in the north, he should, with as little 

foundation, be accused of wishing to set the 

world oa fire. 

I forgot to mention, to you, that I was 

informed, by a man of veracity, that two 
persons came to the stake to drink a glass of 

the criminal's blood, as an in&Uible remedy 
for the apoplexy. And when I animadverted 
ia the company, where it was mentipnpd^ on 
such a horrible violation of nature, a danish 
lady reproved me very severely, asking how 
I knew that it was not a cure for the disease ? 
adding, that every attempt was justifiable in 
search of health. I did not, you may ima- 
gine, enter into an argument with a person 
the slave of such a gross prejudice. And I 
allude to it not only as a trait of the igno- 
n^nce of the people, but to censure the go« 
vernment, for not preventing scenes that 
throw an odium on the human race. 

Empiricism is not peculiar to Denmark j 
and I know no way of rooting it out, though 
it be a remnant of exploded witchcraft, till 
the acquiring a general knowledge of the 
component parts of the human frame, be- 
comes a part of public education* 

Since the fire, the inhabitants have been 
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'rerj assiduoosly employed in searching lb#' 
property secreted during the confusion ; and ' 
it is astonishing how many people^ formerly 
termed reputable, had availed themselves of 
the common calamity to purloin what the 
flames spared. Others^ expert at making » 
distinction without a JASkreriltey concealed^ 
what they found, not troubling themselves to 
enquire for the owners, though they scrupkd^ 
to search for phinder any where, but amongsd' 
the ruins. '^ 

To be honester than the taws require,- in ' 
by most people thought a work of superero-^ 
gation^ and to slip tbiKHigh the grate of the* 
law, has ever exercised the abilities of adven^^*' 
turers, who wish to get rich the shortest way* ' 
Knavery, without personal danger, is an art, 
brought to great perfection by the statesman * 
>and swindler;; and meaner knaves are not 
tardy in following their footsteps. 

It moves my gaU to discover some of the* 
commercial frai^ds practised during the pre- * 
•sent war. In short, under whatever poiiit of 
view I consider society, it appears, to me,** 
that an adoration of property is the root of • 
all evil. Here it does not render the people ■ 
enterprising, as in America, but thrifty and 
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oftutious. 1 never, therefore, was in a capi- 
tal wbere there was so little appearance of 
active industry ; and as for gaiety, I looked 
in vain for the sprightly gait of the norwe- 
gians, who in every respect appear to me to 
have got the start of them. This difierence 
I attribute to their having more liberty : a 
liberty which they think their right by inhe- 
ritance, whilst the danes, when they boast of 
their negative happiness, always mention it 
as the boon of the prince royal, under the 
superintending wisdom of count Bemstorffl 
Vassallage is nevertheless ceasing throughout 
the kingdom, and with it will pass away that 
sordid avarice which every modification of 
slavery is calculated to produce. 

If the chief use of property be power, in 
the shape of the req>ect it procures, is it not 
among the inconsistencies of human nature 
most incomprehensible, that men should find 
a pleasure in hoarding up property which 
they steal from their necessities, even when 
they are convinced that it would be dange- 
rous to display such an enviable superiority I 
Is not this the situation of serfs in CYcry 
country ; yet a rapacity to accumulate money 
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•$eems to become stronger in proportion at k 
is allowed to be useless. 

Wealth does not appear to be sought foty 
amongst the danes, to obtain the elegant 
luxuries of life ; for a want of taste is very 
conspicuous at Copenhagen ; so much so^ 
that I am not surprised to hear that poor 
Matilda ofFended the rigid lutherans, hy 
aiming to refine their pleasures! The ele- 
gance which she wished to introduce, was 
termed lasciviousness ; yet I do not find that 
the absence of gallantry renders the wives 
more chaste, or the husbands more constant. 
Love here seems to corrupt the morals, with« 
out polishing the manners, by banishing con- 
fidence and truth, the charm as well as ce- 
ment of domestic life. A gentleman, who has 
resided in this city some time, assures me 
that he could not find language to give me 
an idea of the gross debaucheries into which 
the lower order of people fall ; and the pro- 
miscuous amours of the men of the mid- 
dling class with their female servants, debases 
both beyond measure, weakening every spe« 
cies of family affection. 

I have every, where been struck by ooo 
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cliiractef iscic dificjrcDce in the conduct oftbc 
two sexes ; women, in genejal, are seduced 
b)r their superiors, and men jilted by their 
inferiors; rank and manners awe the oney. 
amd cunning and wantcmness subjugate the 
/Other ', ambition creeping into the woaunV 
fttssion, and tyranny giving force to the 
tsan's ; for most men treat their mistresses as. 
kings do their favourites : ergo is not man 
ihen the tyrant of the creation I 

Still harping on the same subject, you wilL 
jexclaim — How can I avoid it, when most of. 
the struggles of an eventful life have been oc^ 
casioned by the oppressed state of my sex : we 
reason deeply, when we feel forcibly. 

But to return to the straight road of ob^ 
sefvation* The sensuality so prevalent appears 
to me to arise rather from indolence of mind^, 
and dull senses, than from an exuberance of 
life, which often fructifies the whole cha-- 
racter when the vivacity of youthful spirits 
begins to subside into strength of mind. 

I have before mentioned that the men are 
domestic tyrants, considering them as fathers, 
brothers^ or husbands ; but there is a kind of 
interregnum between the reign of the father 
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and husband, which is the only period of 
freedom and pleasure that the womeh enjoy. 
Young people, who are attached to eack 
other, whh the tonsent of their friends^ ex- 
change rings, and are permktcd to enjoy h. 
degree of liberty together, which I have »- 
ver noticed in any other country. The dayi 
6f courtship are therefore prcJonged, till it bft 
perfectly convenient to inarry : the intinaacjr 
often becomes very tender: and if thtc lover 
obtain the privilege of a husband^ it can 
only be termed half by Stealth, because the 
family is wilfully blind. It happens very 
rarely that these hoftbraty engagetnents are 
dissolved or disregarded, a stigttia being at* 
tached to a breach of faith, which is thought 
more disgraceful, if not so criminal, as the 
violation of the marriage vow. 

Do not forget that, in my geifieral observa- 
tions, I do not pretend to 6ketth k national 
character; but merely to hote the present 
state of morals and mahners, as I trace the 
progress of the world's improvement* Bt- 
cause, during my residence in different coun- 
tries, my principal object has been to take 
such a dispassionate view of men as will Ijsad 
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ne to Sam a just Idea of the nature of man. 
And, to dcsl ifigenuoiislj with tou^ I believe 
I should have beea less severe in the re-» 
marks I ba\e B»aiie on the vanity and de« 
pravity of the irench*, had I travelled to- 
wards the north before I visited France. 

The interesting picture frequently drawn 
of the virtues of a rising people has, I fear,, 
been fallaciousy excepting the accounts of 
the enthusiasm which various public strug* 
gles have produced. We talk of the depra- 
vity of the frecch| and lay a stress on the old 
age of the nation ; yet where has more 
virtuous enthusiasm been displayed thaa 
during the two last years, by the common 
people of France and in their armies ? I 
am obliged sometimes to recollect the num* 
berless instances which I have either wit- 
nessed, or heard well authenticated, to ba* 
lance the account of horrours, alas I but 
too true. I am, therefore,^ inclined to be- 
lieve tliat the gross vices which I have al- 
ways seen allied with, simplicity of manners^ 
are the concomitants of ignorance. 

* See Historical and Moral VieW of theFcencb. 
Re¥oluSiofi« 
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What, for example, has piety,, under the 
heathen or christian system,, been,, but a 
blind faith in things contrary to the principles 
of reason ? And could poor reason make con- 
siderable advances, when it was reckoned the 
highest degree of virtue to da violence to its 
dictates? Lutherans preaching reformation, 
have built a reputation fot sanctity on the 
same fi^mdation as the catholics ; yet I do not 
perceive that a regular attendance oa- public 
worship, and their other observances, make 
them a whit more true in their affections, or 
honest in their private transactions. It seems^ 
indeed, quite as easy to prevaricate with 
religious injunctions as human laws, whea 
the exercise of their reason does not lead peo* 
pie to acquire principles for themselves to be 
the criterion of all those they receive from 
others. 

If travelling, as the completion of a liberal; 
education, were to be adopted on rational 
grounds, tlie northern states ought to be 
visited before the more polislied parts of 
Europe, to serve as the elements even of the 
knowledge of manners, only to be acquired 
by tracing the various shades in different 
countries. But^ when visiting distant climes^ 
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a momentaiy social sympathy should not be 

allowed to influence the conclusions of the 

understanding; for hospitality too frequently 

leads travellers, especially those who travel 

in search of pleasure, to make a false estimate 

of the virtues of a nation ; which, I am now 

convinced, bear an exact proportion to thci^ 

scientific improvements. 

Adietu 



LETTER XX. 

I HATE formely censured the firench for 
their extreme attachmeirt to theatrical exhi- 
bitions, because I thought that thejr tended 
to render them, vain and unnatural charac- 
ters. But I must acknowledge,, especially as 
women of the town never appear in the 
Parisian, as at our theatres^ that the little 
saving of the week is more usefully expended* 
there, every funday, thaa in porter or 
brandy, to intsoxicate or stupiiy the mind» 
The common people of France have a great 
^iiq)eriority over that class in every odier coun- 
try on this very score. It is merely the sobri- 
ety of the Parisians which renders their fetes* 
more interesting,, their gaiety never becoming, 
disgusting or dangerous ;. as is always the case 
when liquor circulates. Intoxication is the 
pleasure of savages^ and of all those whose 
employments rather exhaust their animal spi-^ 
fits, than exercise their faculties. Is not this, 
in fact, the vice,, both in England and the 
northern states of Europe, which appears ta 
fee the greatest impediment to general im* 
provement? Drinking is here the principal 
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relaxation of the men, including smoking $ 
but the women are very abstemious, though 
they have no public amusements as a substi- 
tute. I ought to except one theatre, whidi 
appears more than is necessary ; for when I 
was there, it was not half full; and neither 
the ladies nor actresses displayed much fancy 
in their dress. 

The play was founded on the story of the 
Mock Doctor ; and, from the gestures of the 
servants, who were the best actors, I should 
imagine contained some humour. The farce, 
termed ballat, was a kind of pantomime, the 
childish incidents of which were sufficient to 
shew the state of the dramatic art in Den- 
mark, and the gross taste of the audience. A 
magician, in the disguise of a tinker, enters a 
cottage where the women are all busy iron- 
ing, and rubs a dirty frying-pan against the 
linen. The women raise a hue-and-cry^ 
and dance after him, rousing their husbands, 
who join in the dance, but get the start of 
them in the pursuit. The tinker, with the 
frying-pan for a shield, renders them im- 
moveable, and blacks their cheeks. Each 
laughs at the other, unconscious of hi» owa 
appearance i mean while the women enter to 
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enjoy the sport, * the ran fun ^ with other 
incidents of the same species. ^ 

The singing was much on a par with the 
dancing; the one as destitute of grace, as the 
other of expression ; but the orchestra was 
well filled, the instrumental being far supe- 
rior to the vocal music. 

I have likewise visited the public library 
and museum, as well as the palace of Ro-* 
sembourg. This palace, now deserted, dis« 
plays a gloomy kind of grandeur throughout ; 
for the silence of spacious apartments always 
makes itself to be felt ; I at least feel it; and I ^ 
listen for the sound of my footsteps, as I have 
done at midnight to the ticking of the death- 
watch, encouraging a kind of fanciful super- 
stition. Every object carried me back to 
past times, and impressed the manners of the 
age forcibly on my mind. In this point of 
view the preservation of old palaces, and their 
tarnished furniture, is useful; for they may 
be considered as historical documents. 

The vacuum left by departed greatness was 
every where observable, whilst the battles and 
processions, pourtrayed on the walls, told 
you who had here excited revelry after re- 
tiring from slaughter; or dismissed pageantry 
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in Search of pleasure. It seemed a vast xmr^. 
full of the shadowy phantoms of those who had 
played or toiled their hour out, and sunk be- 
hind the tapestry^ which, celebrated the con^ 
•quests of love or war. Could they be nor 
more — to, whom my imagination thus gave; 
life? Could the thoughts, of which* there rcw 
noained' so many vestiges, have vanished. quite 
away i And' these beings^ composed of such 
4iobk materiak of thinking and feelings have 
they cnly meltcsd into the elements to keep 
ia motion the grand mass of life ? It cannot 
%t ! — A'S'Casily could I believe that the large 
s^ilver lions, at the top of the banqueting 
room, thought and reasoned^ But avaunt ! 
ye. waking dreams! — yet I cannot describe 
the curiosities to you. 

There were cabinets full of baubles, and 
gems, and. swords, which must have been 
wielded by giant's hand. The coronation 
ornaments wait quietly here till wanted ; 
4and the wardrobe exhibits the vestments 
which formerly graced these 'shews. It is a 
pity they do not lend them to the actors, 
instead of allowing them to perish inglo- 
xbusly. 

1 have not visited any other palace, except* 
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ing Hirsholm; the gardens of which.are laid, 
out with taste, and command the finest views 
the country affords- As they are in the 
modern and english style, I thought I was 
following the footsteps of Matilda, who 
wished to multiply around her the images of 
her beloved country, I was also gratified by 
the sight of a norw^gian landscape in minia- 
ture, which with great propriety makes a 
part of the danisb king's garden. The cot- 
tage is well imitated, and the whole has a 
pleasing effect, particularly so to me who 
love Norway — its peaceful farms and spacious 
wilds. 

The public library consists of a collection 
much larger than I expected to see ; and it is 
well arranged. Of the value of the Icelandic 
manuscripts I could not form a judgment, 
though the alphabet of some of thern amused 
me, by shewing what immense labour men 
will submit to, in order to transmit their 
ideas to posterity. I have sometimes thought 
it a great misfortune for individuals to ac- 
quire a certain delicacy of sentiment, whi< h 
often makes them wearv of the common 
occurrences of life j yet it is this v^ry deli- 
cacy of feeling and thinking which probably 
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Kas produced most of the performances tliat 
have benefited mankind. It might with pro- 
priety, perTiaps, be termed the malady of ge- 
nius ; the cause of tbat cbaracteristic melan- 
choly wliich ' grows with its growth, and 
strengthens with its strength.^ 

There are some good pictures in the royal 
museum — Do not start — I am not going to 
trouble you with a dull catalogue, or stupid 
criticisms on masters, to whom time has as- 
signed tbeir just niche in the temple of fame; 
had there been any by giving artists of this 
country, I should have noticed them, as 
making a part of the sketches I am drawing 
of the present state of the place. The good 
pictures were mixed indiscriminately with 
the bad ones, in order to assort the frames. 
The same fault rs conspicuous in the new 
splendid gallery forming at Paris ; though it 
seems an obvious thouglit that a school for 
artists ought to be arranged in such a man- 
ner, as to shew the progressive discoveries 
and improvements in the art. 

A collection of the dresses, arms, and im- 
plements of the laplanders attracted my at- 
tention, displaying that first species of inge- 
nuity which is rather a proof of patient per- 
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severance, than comprehension of mind. The 
specimens of natural history, and curiosities 
of art, were likewise huddled together with- 
out that scientific order which ^ne renders 
' them useful j but this may partly have been 
occasioned by the hasty manner in which 
they were removed from the palace, when 
in flames. 

There are some respectable men of science 
here, but few literary characters, and fewer 
artists. They want encouragement, and will 
continue, I fear, from the present appearance 
of things, to languish unnoticed a long time -, 
for neither the vanity of wealth, nor the en- 
terprising spirit of commerce, has yet thrown 
a glance that way. ; 

Besides, the prince royal, determined to 
be ceconomical, almost descends to parsi- 
mony ; and perhaps depresses his subjects, by 
labouring not to oppress them; for his in- j 

tentions always seem to be good — ^yet nothing | 

can give a more forcible idea of the dullness 
which eats away all activity of mind, than tKe 
insipid routine of a court, without magnifi- 
cence or elegance. 

The prince, from what I can now collect, 
has very moderate abilities ; yet is so well 



'3isi*osed, that count BcrnstorfF finds Tiim ^ 
tractable as he could wish j for I cohsldef 
the count as the real sovereign, scarcely be- 
hind the curtain I the prince having none 
of that obstinate self-sufficiency of youth, so 
often the forerunner of decision of character.* 
He, and the princess his wife, dineevery day 
with the king, to save the expense of twa 
tables. What a mummery it iftust be te 
treat as a king a being whe has lost the 
majesty of man ! But even count BernstorfF's 
morality submits to this standing imposition ; 
and he avails himself of it sometimes, to soften 
a refusal of his own, by saying it is the will 
of the king, my master, when every body 
knows that he has neither will nor me- 
mory. Much *the same use is made of 
him as, I have observed, some termagant 
wives make of their husbands 4 they would 
dwell on the necessity of obeying their hus-* 
bands, poor passive souls, who never were 
iillowed to willy when they wanted to conceal 
their own tyranny. 

A Story is told here of the king's for- 
merly making a dog counsellor of state, be-"* 
tause when the dog, aa:ustomed to eat at the 
royal table, snatched a piece of meat oiF an 
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old officer's plate, he reproved him jocosely, 
saying that he, monsieur le chien^ had not the 
privilege of dining with his majesty ; a privi- 
lege annexed to this distinction. 

The burning of the palace was, in fact, a 
fortunate circumstance, as it afforded a pre- 
text for reducing the establishment of the 
houshold, which was far too great for the 
revenue of the crown. The Prince Royal, at 
present, runs into the opposite extreme ; and the 
formality, if not the parsimony, of the court, 
seems to extend to all the other branches of 
society, which I had an opportunity of ob- 
serving 4 though hospitality sdll characterizes 
•their intercourse with strangers. 

But let me now stop ; I may be a little 
partial, and view every thing with the jaun- 
diced eye of melancholy — ^for I am sad— and 
(have cause. 

God bless you I 
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LETTER XXI. 



I HAVE seen count BernstorfFj and his con- 
versation confirms me in the opinion I had 
previously formed of him ; — I mean, since my 
arrival at Copenhagen. He is a worthy man, 
a little vain of his virtue a la Necier', and 
more anxious not to do wrong, that is to 
avoid blame, than desirous of doing good 5 
especially if any particular good demands a 
change. Prudence, in short, seems to be the 
basis of his character; and, from the tenour 
of the governi|ent, I should think inclining 
to that cautious circumspection which treads 
on the heels of timidity. He has considera- 
ble information, and some finesse; or he could 
not be a minister. Determined not to risk 
his popularity, for he is tenderly careful of 
his reputation, he will never gloriously fail 
. like Struensee, or disturb, with the energy of 
genius, the stagnant state of the public mind. 

I suppose that Lavater, whom he invited 
to visit him two years ago, some say to fix 
the principles of the christian religion firmly 
in the prince royal's mind, found lines in his 
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face to prove him a statesman of the first 
order; because he has a knack at seeing a 
great character in t^e countenances of lOen in 
exalted stations, who have noticed him, or 
his works. Besides, the count's sentiments 
relative. to the french revolution, agreeing 
with Lavater's, must have ensured his ap- 
plause. 

The danes, in general, seem extremely 
averse to innovation, and, if happiness^ only 
consist in opinion, they are the happiest 
people in the world ; for I never saw any so 
well satisfied with their own situation* Yet 
the climate appears to be very disagreeable ; 
the weather being dry. and sultry, or moist 
and cold ; the atmosphere never having that 
sharp, bracing purity, which in Norway pre- 
pares you to brave its rigours. I do not 
hear the inhabitants of this place talk with 
delight of the winter, which is the constant 
theme of the norwegians, on the contrary 
they seem to dread its comfortless incle* 
mency. 

The ramparts are pleasant, and must have 
been much more so before the fire, the 
walkers not being annoyed by the clouds of 
dust, which, at present, the slightest wind 
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wafts from the ruins. The windmills, and 
the comfortable houses contiguous, belonging 
to the millers, as well as the appearance of 
the spacious barracks for the soldiers and 
sailors, tend to render this walk more agreeable. 
The view of the country has not much to 
recommend it to notice, but its extent and 
cultivation : yet as the eye always delights tQ 
dwell on verdant plains, especially when we 
are resident in a great city, these shady walks 
should be reckoned amongst the advantages 
procured by the government for the inha- 
bitants. I like them better than the royal 
gardens, also open to the public, because the 
latter seem sunk in the heart of the city, to 
concentrate its fogs. 

The canals, which intersect the -streets, are 
djually convenient and wholesome ; but the 
view of the sea, commanded by the town, had 
little to interest me whilst the remembrance 
of the various, bold and picturesque shores, I 
had seen, was fresh in my memory. Still the 
opulent inhabitants, who seldom go abroad* 
must find the spots where they fix their coun- 
try seats much pleasanter on account of the 
vicinity of the ocean. 

One of the best streets in Copenhagen is 
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almost filled with hospifcaU, eriected by tlif 
government; and, I am assured, as widl 
regulated as institutions of this kind are in- 
any country j but whether hospitals, or work- 
houses, are any where superintended with; 
sufficient humanity, I have frequently had> 
jpeason to doubt. 

The autumn is so uncommonly fine, that 
I am unwilling to put off my journey to^ 
Hamburgh much longer, lest the weather 
should alter suddenly,, and the chilly har- 
bingers of winter catch me here, where I 
have nothing now to detain me but the hospi- 
tality of the families to whom I had recom- 
mendatory letters. I lodged at an hotel 
situated in * a large open square, where the- 
troops exercise, and t^e market is kept. My 
apartments were very good ; and, on account- 
of the fire, I was told that I should be charged 
very high ; yet,, paying my bill just now, L 
find the demands much lower in proportion 
■ than in Norway, though my dinners were in 
every respect bsttei'. 

I have remained tnore at home, since I 
arrived at Copenhagen, than I ought to have 
done in a strange place;, but the mind is^ 
not always equally active in search of infor-^ 
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ifiation; and my oppressed heart too often 
sighs out, 

' How dull, flat, and unprofitable 

• Are to me all tlie usages of this world — 

« That it fhould come to this!' — 

Farewell ! Fare thee well, I say — if thou 
can'st, repeat the adieu in a different tone. 
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LETTER XXII. 

I ARRIVED at Corsoer the night after I 
quitted Copenhagen, purposing to take my 
passage across the Great Belt the next morn- 
ing, though the weather was rather boisterous^ 
It is about four and twenty miles; but as 
both I and my little girl are never attacked by 
sea sickness, though who can avoid eitnui ? 
I enter a boat with the same indifference as I 
change horses; and as for danger, come when 
it may, I dread it not sufficiently to have any 
anticipating fears. 

The road from Copenhagen was very good, 
through an open, flat country, that had little 
to recommcHd it to notice excepting the culti- 
vation^ which gratified my heart more than 
my eye. 

I took a barge with a german baron, who 
was hastening baCk from a tour into Den- 
mark, alarmed by the intelligence of the 
french having passed the Rhine. His con- 
versation beguiled the time, and gave a sort 
of stimulus to my spirits, which had been 
growing more and more languid ever since 
my return to Gothenburg— you know why. 
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I had often endeavoured to rouse myself to 
observation by reflecting that I was passing 
through scenes which I should probably never 
see again, and consequently ought not to omit 
observing ; still I fell into reveries, thinking,, 
by way of excuse, that enlargement of mind 
and refined feelings are of little use, but to 
barb the arrows of sorrow which waylay us 
every where, eluding the sagacity of wisdom, 
and rendering principles unavailing, if con- 
sidered as a breast-work to secure our own 
hearts. 

Though we had not a direct wind, we 
were not detained more than three hours and 
a half on the water, just long enough to give 
us an appetite for our dinner. 

We travelled the remainder of the day, and 
the following night, in company with the same 
party, the german gentleman whom I have 
mentioned, his friend, and servant: the meet. 
ings, at the post-houses/ were pleasant to 
me, who usually heard nothing but strange 
tongues around me. Marguerite and the 
child often fell asleep; and when they were 
awake, 1 might still reckon myself alone, as 
our train of tlioughts had nothing in com- 
mon. Marguerite, it is true, was much 
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amused by the cottume of the women ; particu^ 
larly by the panier * which adorned both their 
heads and tails ^, and^ with great glee, recounted 
to me the stories she had treasured up for 
her family,, when once more within the bar- 
riers of dear Paris; not forgetting, with that- 
arch, agreeable vanity peculiar to the french^. 
which they exhibit whilst half ridiculing it, 
to remind me of the importance she should 
assume when she informed her friends of all 
her journeys by sea and land — shewing the 
pieces of money she had collected, and stam- 
mering out a few foreign phrases, which she 
repeated in a true parisian accent. Happy 
thoughtlessness; ay, .and enviable harmless 
vanity, which thus produced a gaiti du cceur 
worth all my philosophy. 

The man I had hired at Copenhagen ad- 
vised me to go round, about twenty miles,.. 
to avoid passing the Little Belt, excepting by 
a ferry, as the wind was contrary* But the^ 
gentlemen overruled his arguments, which 
we were all very sorry for afterwards, when 
we found ourselves becalmed on the Little 
Belt ten hours, taclcing about> without ceasing^ 
to gain the shore. 

• This word in french means both basket and hoop. 
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An oversight likewise made the passage 
Appear much more tedious, nay almost insu];>« 
portable. When I went on board at the 
Great Belt, I had provided refreshments in case 
of detention, which remaining untouched, I 
thought not then any such ^ecaution neces- 
sary for the second passage, misled by the 
epithet of little, though I have since been 
informed that it is frequently the longest. 
This mistake occasioned much vexation ; for 
the child, at last, began to cry so bitterly for 
bread, that fancy conjured up before me the 
wretched Ugolino, with his famished chil- 
dren ; and I, literally speaking, enveloped 
myself in sympathetic horrours, augmented 
by every tear my babe shed ; from which I 
could not escape till we landed, and a lun- 
cheon of bread, and basin of milk, routed the 
spectres of fancy. 

I then supped with my companions, with 
whom I was soon after to part for ever — ^al- 
ways a most melancholy, death-like idea — z 
sort of separation of soul; for all the regret 
. which follows those from whom fate separates 
us, seems to be something torn from ourselves. 
These were strangers I remember ; yet when 
there is any originality in a countenance, it 
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takes its place in our memory ; and we arcr 
sorry to lose an acquaintance the moment he 
begins to interest us, though picked up on 
the highway. There was, in fact, a degree 
of intelligence, and still more sensibility in 
the features and conversation of one of the 
gentlemen, that made me regret the loss of 
his society during the rest of the journey ; for 
he was compelled to travel post, by his desire 
to reach his estate before the arrival of the 
french. 

This was a comfortable inn, as were seve- 
ral others I stopped at ; but the heavy sandy 
roads were very fatiguing, after the fine ones 
we had lately skimmed over both in Sweden 
and Denmark. The country resembled the 
most open part of England ; laid out for 
corn, rather than grazing: it was pleasant; 
yet there was little in the prospects to awaken 
curiosity, by displaying the peculiar charac- 
teristics of a new country, which had so fre- 
quently stole me from myself in Norway* 
We often passed over large unenclosed tracts, 
not graced with trees, or at least very 
sparingly enlivened by them ; and the half- 
formed roads seemed to demand the land- 
marks, set up in the waste, to prevent the 
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tfraveller from straying far out of His way, and' 
jplodding through the wearisome sand. 

The heaths were dreary, and had none of 
the wild charms of those of Sweden and 
Norway to cheat time; neither the terrific 
^rocks, nor smiling herbage, grateful to the 
•sight, and scented from afar, made us forget 
vtheir length ; still the country appeared much 
more populous j and the towns, if not the 
^farm-houses, were superiour to those of Nor* 
^way. I even thought that the inhabitants of 
the farmer had mote intelligence, at least I 
am sure ^they had more vivacity in their 
countenances than I had seen during my 
northern tour: their senses seemed awake 
to business and pleasure. I was, therefore^ 
gratified by hearing once more the busy hum 
-of industrious men in the day, and the exhi* 
larating sounds of joy in the evening; for as 
the weather was still fine, the women and 
children were amusing themselves at their 
doors, or walking under the trees, which ia 
many places were planted in the streets ; and 
■as most of the towns of any note were situ* 
ated on little bays, or branches, of the Baltic^ 
their appearance;, as we approached, was of- 
^en very picturesque, zni^ when we entered. 
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^Ksplayed the comfort and cleanliness of 
easy, if not the elegance of opulent, circum- 
stances. But the chearfulness of the people 
in the streets was particularly grateful to me, 
after having heen depressed by the death- 
like silence of those of Denmark, where 
every house made me think of a tomb. The 
dress of the peasantry is suited to the cli- 
mate ; an short, none of that poverty and 
4irt appeared, at the sight of which the heart 
^sickeHs. 

As I only stopped to change horses, take 
Tcfreshment, and sleep, I had not an oppor- 
tunity of knowing more of the country than 
conclusions, which the information gathered 
hy my eyes enabled me to draw ; and that 
^'as sufficient to' convince me that I should 
much rather have lived in some of the towns 
I now pass through, than in any I had seen 
in Sweden or Denmark. The people struck 
me, as having arrived at that period when 
the faculties will unfold themselves ; in short, 
they look alive to improvement, nqither con- 
gealed by indolence, nor bent down by 
wretchedness to servility. 

From the previous impression, I scarcely 
can trace whence I received it, I was 
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agreeably surprised to perceive such an ap-* 
pearance of comfort in this part of Germany. 
I had formed a conception of the tyranny of 
the petty potentates that had thrown a gloomy 
veil over the face of the whole country in 
my imagination, that cleared away like the 
darkness of night before the sun. As I saw 
the reality, I should probably have disco* 
vered much lurking misery, the consequence 
of ignorant oppression, no doubt, had I had 
time to inquire into particulars ; but it did 
not stalk abroad, and infect the surface over 
which my eye glanced. Yes, I am per- 
suaded that a considerable degree of general 
knowledge pervades this country ; for it is 
only from the exercise of the mind that the 
body acquires the activity from which I drew 
these inferences. Indeed the king of Den- 
mark's german dominions, Holstein, ap- 
peared to me far superiour to any other part 
of his kingdom which had fallen under my 
view; and the robust rustics to have their 
muscles braced, instead of the as it were 
lounge of the danish peasantry. 

Arriving at Sleswick, the residence of 
prince Charles of Hesse-Cassel, the sight of 
the soldiers recalled all the unpleasing ideas 
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of gcrman despotism, which imperceptiblj 
vanished as I advanced into the country. I 
viewed, with a mixture of pity and horrour^ 
these beings training to be sold to slaughter, 
or be slaughtered, and fell into reflections, on 
an old opinion of mine, that it is the pre- 
servation of the species, not of individuals, 
which appears to be the design of the Deity 
throughout the whole of nature. Blossoms 
come forth only to be blighted; fish lay 
their spawn where it will be devoured ; and 
what a large portion of the human race are 
born merely to be swept prematurely away ! 
Does not this waste of budding life emphati-^ 
cally assert, that it is not men, but man, whose 
preservation is so necessary to the comple- 
tion of the grand plan of the universe ? Chil- 
dren peep into existence, suiFer, and die ; 
men play like moths about a candle, and 
sink into the flame: war, and ** the thousand 
ills which flesh is heir to," mow them down 
in shoals, whilst the more cruel prejudices of 
society palsies existence, introducing not less 
sure, though slower decay. 

The castle was heavy and gloomy; yet 
the grounds about it were laid out with some 
taste ; a walk^ winding under the shade of 



lofty trees, led to a regularly built, and aiti^ 
matted town. 

I crossed the draw-bridge, and entered t9 
see this shell of a court in miniature, niount«- 
ing ponderous stairs, it would be a solecism 
to say a flight, up which a regiment of men 
might have marched, shouldering their fire- 
locks, to exercise in vast galleries, where ail 
the generations of the princes of Hesse-Cassel 
might have been mustered rank and iSlc, 
though not the phantoms of all the wretched 
they had bartered to support their state, un- 
less these airy substances could shrink and ex- 
pand, like Milton's d^ils, to suit the occa*- 
sion. 

The sight of the presence-chamber, and of 
the canopy to shade the fauteuily which aped 
a throne, made me smile. Ail the world is a 
stage, thought I ; and few are there in it who 
do not play the part they have learnt by rote ; 
and those who do not, seem marks set up to be 
pelted at by fortune ; or rather as sign-posts, 
which point out the road to others, whilst 
forced to stand still themselves amidst the mud 
and dust. 

Waiting for our horses, we were amused 
by observing the drest of the women, which 
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ims v«ry grotesque and unwicUy. The 
felse notion of beauty which prevails here, al 
well as in Denmark, I should think very in*" 
convenient in dimmer, as it consists in giving 
« rotundity to a certain part of the body, not 
^he most slim, when nature has done her part« 
This dutch prejudice often leads them to toil 
•under the weight of some ten or a dozen pet- 
ticoats, which, with an enormous basket, 
literally speaking, as a boimet, or a straw hat 
4>f dimensions equally gigantic, almost com* 
pletely conceal the human form, as well 
as face divine, often worth shewing — still they 
looked clean, and tript along, as it were, be- 
fore the wind, with a weight of tackle that 
J could scarcely have lifted. Many of the 
country girls, I met, appeared to me pretty, 
that hj to have £ne complexions, sparkling 
eyes, and a kind of arch, hoyden playfulness 
v/hich distinguishesthe village coquette. The 
•(wains, in their Sunday trim, attended somis 
^f these fair ones, in a more slouching pace, 
though their dress was not so cumbersome. 
The women -seem to take the lead in polish- 
ing the manners every where, this being tht 
^nly way to better their condition. 
JTrom what I have seen throughout mj 
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journey, I do not think the situation of the 
poor in England is much, if tit all superiour 
to that of the same class in difFercnt parts of 
the world j and in Ireland, I am sure it Is 
much inferiour. I allude to the former state 
"of England; for at present the accumulation of 
national wealth only increases the cares of the 
poor, and hardens the hearts of the rich, in spite 
of the highly extolled rage for alms-giving. 

You know that I have always been an 
enemy to what is termed charity, because 
timid bigots endeavouring thus to cover their 
j/ffj, do violence to justice, till, acting the 
dernigod, they forget that they are men. 
And there are others who do not even think 
of laying up a treasure in heaven, whose 
benevolence is merely tyranny in disguise: 
they assist the most worthless, because the 
most servile, and term them helpless only in 
proportion to their fawning. 

After leaving Sleswick, we passed through 
several pretty towns ; Itzchol particularly 
pleased me: and the country still- wearing 
the same aspect, was improved by the ap- 
pearance of more trees and enclosures. But 
what gratified me fnost, was the population, 
I was weary of travelling four or five hours, 
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never meeting a carriage, and scarcely a pea« 
sant — and then to stop at such wretched 
huts, as I had seen in Sweden, was surely 
sufficient to chill any heart, awake to sym- 
pathy, and throw a gloom over my favourite 
subject of contemplation, the future improve- 
ment of the world. 

The farm-houses, likewise, with the huge 
stables, into which we drove, whilst the 
horses were putting to, or baiting, were 
very clean and commodious. The roomSy 
ivith a door into this hall-like stable and 
storehouse in one, were decent j and there 
was a compactness in the appearance of the 
whole family lying thus snugly together un- 
der the same roof, that carried my fancy back 
to the primitive times, which probably never 
existed with such a golden lustre. as the ani- 
mated imagination lends, when only able to 
seize the prominent features. . 

At one of them, a pretty young woman, 
with languishing eyes, of celestial blue, con- 
ducted us into a very neat parlour ; and ob- 
serving how loosely, and lightly, my little 
girl was clad, began* to pity her in the 
sweetest accents, regardless of the rosy down 
of health on her cheeks. This same damsel 
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was dressed, it was Sunday, with taste^ and 
even coquetry, in a cotton jacket, orna^- 
mented with knots of blue ribbon, fancifully 
disposed to give life to her fine complexion- 
I loitered a little to admire her, for every 
gesture was graceful ; and, amidst the other 
villagers, she looked like a garden lily sud- 
denly rearing its head amongst grain, and 
corn-flowers. As the house was small, I 
gave her a piece of money, rather larger 
than it was my custom to give to the female 
waiters ; for I could not prevail on her to 
sit down ; which she received with a smile j 
yet took care to give it, in my presence, to 
a girl, who had brought the child a slice of 
bread; by which I perceived that she was^ 
the mistress, or daughter, of the house — and 
without doubt the belle of the village. There 
was, in short, an appearance af chearful in- 
duftry, and of that degree of comfort which 
shut out misery in all the little hamlets as 
I approached Hamburg, which agreeably sur- 
prised me. 

The short jackets which the women wear 
here, as well as in France, are not only more 
becoming to the person, but much better 
calculated for women who have rustic or 
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houshold employments^ tkaii the long gowm 
worn in England^ dangling in th« dirt. 

All the inns on the read were better than 
I expected, though the softness of the b^ 
still harassed nie> and prevented my finding 
the rest I was &ec|uently in want of^ to Qnable 
me to bear the fatigue of the next day* 
The charges were moderate^ and the people 
very civil, with a certain honest hilarity and 
independent spirit in their manner, which 
almost made me forget that they were inn- 
keepers, a set of men, waiters, hostesstes^ 
chamber-maids, &q« down to the ostler, wh^se 
cunning servility in England, I think paiticu^ 
larly disgusting. 

The prospect of Hamburg, at a distance, 
as well as the fine road shaded with treea, 
led me to exped to see a much pleasantet 
city than I found. 

I was aware of the difficulty of obtaining 
lodgings, even at the irnis, on account of the 
concourse of strangers at present resorting to 
such a centrical situation, and determined to 
go to Altona the next day to seek for an 
abode, wanting now only rest. But even 
for a single night we were sent from house 
to house, and found at last a vacant room to 
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ileq) in, which I should have tamed from 
with disgust, had there been a choice. 

I scarcely know any thing that produces 
more disagreeable sensations, I mean to speak 
of the passing cares, the recollection of which 
afterwards enlivens our enjoyments, than 
those excited by little disasters of this kind. 
After a long journey, with our eyes directed 
to some particular spot, to arrive and find 
nothing as it should be, is vexatious, and 
finks the agitated spirits. But I, who re- 
ceived the cruellest of disappointments, last 
spring, in returning to my home, term such 
as these emphatically passing cares. Know 
you of what materials some hearts are made I 
I play the child, and weep at the recollec- 
tion — for the grief is still fresh that stunned 
as well as wounded me^ — yet never did drops 
of anguish like these bedew the cheeks of 
infantine innocence — and why should they 
mine, that never were stained by a blush 
of guilt? Innocent and credulous as a child, 
why have I not the same happy thoughtlc 
ness ? 

Adieu ! 
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LETTER XXIII. 



I MIGHT have spared myself the disagreeable 
feelings I experienced the first night of my 
arrival at Hamburg, leaving the open air to 
be shut up in noise and dirt, had I gone im- 
mediately to Altona, where a lodging had 
been prepared for me by a gentleman from 
whom I received many civilities during my 
journey. I wished to have travelled in com- 
pany with him from Copenhagen, because I 
found him intelligent and friendly ; but busi- 
ness obliged him to hurry forward; and I 
wrote to him on the subject of accommoda- 
tions, as soon as I was informed of the diffi- 
culties I might have to encounter to house 
myself and brat. 

It is but a short and pleasant walk from 

Hamburg to Altona, under the shade of seve- 

. ral rows of trees \ and this walk is the more 

agreeable, after quitting the rough pavement 

of either place. 

Hamburg is an ilU close-built town, 
swarming with inhabitants; and, f^om what 
I could learn, like all the other free towns, 
governed in a manner which bears hard on 
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the poor, whilst narrowing the minds of the 
rich, the character of the man is lost in the 
hamburger. Always afraid of the encroach- 
ments of their danish neighbours, that is, an«> 
xiously apprehensiTe of their sharing the 
golden harvest of commerce with them, or 
taking a little of the trade oiF their hands, 
though they have more than they know what 
to do with, they are ever on the watch, till 
their very eyes lose all expression^ excepting 
the prying glance of suspicion. 

The gates of Hamburg are shut at seven 
in the winter, and nine in the summer, lest 
some strangers, who come to traffic in Ham* 
burg, should prefer living, and consequently^ 
so exactly do they calculate, spend their mo* 
ney out of the walls of the hamburger's 
world. Immense fortunes have been ac- 
quired by the per cents arising from commis- 
sions, nominally only two and a half; but 
mounted to eight or ten at least, by the se- 
cret manceuvTis of trade,, not to include the 
advantage of purchasing goods wholesale, ia 
common with contractors,, and that of hav- 
ing so much money left in their hands — not to 
play with, I can assuie you. Mushroom 
fortunes have started up during, the war \ the 



tienr {ndeod) 99em of the species of the fuiw 
ggs ; and the insolent vulgarity which a 
sud<jen influx of wealth usually produces in 
^onfimoa mindS) is here ver^ conspicuous^ 
which contrasts with the distresses of many 
of the emigrants, " fallen— fallen from their 
high estate*'— *such are the ups and downs of 
fortune's wheell Many emigrants have met> 
^ith fortitude, such a total change of circum^ 
stances as scarcely can be parallelledr retiring 
from a palace, to an obscure lodging, with 
dignity ; but the greater number glide about 
the ghosts of greatness, with the croix de Su 
Louis osteuitatiously displayed, determined to 
hope, ^' though heaven and earth their wishes 
crossed.'* Still good-breeding points out the 
gentleman ', and sentiments of honour and de* 
licacy appear the oiFspring of greatness of 
soul, when compared with the grovelling 
views of the sordid accuiiHilators of cem per 
cent. 

. Situation seems to be the mould in which 
men's characters are formed ; so much so> 
inferring from what I have lately seen^ that 
I mean not to he severe when I add^ pre* 
viously asking why priests are in general 
cunning, and statesman &lse i that men ei>» 
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tirely devoted to commerce never acquire, oT 
lose, all taste and greatness of mind. An 
ostentatious display of wealth without ele* 
gance, and a greedy enjoyment of pleasure 
without sentiment, embrutes them till they 
term alt virtue, of an heroic cast, romantic 
attempts at something above our nature ; and 
anxiety about the welfare of others, a search 
after misery, in which we have no concern. 
But you will say that I * am growing bitter, 
perhaps, personal. Ah ! shall I whisper to 
you — that you — yourself, arc strangely al- 
tered, since you have entered deeply into 
commerce — more than you are aware of— 
never allowing yourself to reflect, and keep- 
ing your mind, or rather passions, in a con- 
tinual state of agitation — Nature has given 
you talents, which lie dormant, or are wasted 
in ignoble pursuits — You will rouse yourself, 
and shake off the vile dust that obscures you, 
or my understanding, as well as my heart, 
deceives me, egregiously — only tell me when ? 
But to go farther a-field. 
■ Madame la Fayette left Altona the 
day I arrived, to endeavour, at Vienna, to 
obtain the enlargement of her husband, or 
permission to share his prison. She lived in a 
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lodging up two pair of stairs, without a ser« 
vant, her two daughters chearfully assisting f 
chusing, as well as herself, to descend to any 
thing before unnecessary obligation!. During 
her prosperity, and consequent idleness, she 
did not, I am told, enjoy a good state of 
health, having a train of nervous complaint$9 
which^ though they have not a name, unless 
the significant word ennui be borrowed, had 
an existence in the higher french circles ; 
but adversity and virtuous exertions put 
these ills to flight, and dispossessed her of 
a devil, who deserves the appellation of 
legion. 

Madame Genlis, also, resided at Altona 
some time, under an assumed name, with 
many other sufferers of less note, though 
higher rank. . It is, in fact, scarcely possible 
to stir out without meeting interesting coun^ 
tenanccs, every lineament of which tells you 
that they have Seen better days. 

At Hamburg, I was informed, a duke bad 
entered into partnership with his cook, who 
becoming a traiteur^ they were both com^ 
fortably supported by the profit arising from 
his industry. Many noble instances of the 
attachment of servants to their unfortunate 
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MAiterS} have come to my khow1e6ge hoi 
liere and in France, and touched my hear 
the greatest delight (rf* which t^ to discov( 
human virtue. 

At Altona, a president of one of th 
ii^divant parliaments keeps an ordinary, i 
the french style ; and his wife, with chearfi 
4lgnity^ submits to her fate, though she i 
4irrived at an age when people sddom relir 
<[ut$h their prejudices. A girl who wafts ther 
brought a dozen double louis d^or conceale 
in her clothes, at the risk of her life, fror 
France.; which she preserves, lest sickness 
or any other distress, should overtake her mis 
tress, " who,** she observed, " was not ac 
'^ customed to hardships.^ This house wa 
particularly recommended to me by an ac 
•qoatntance of yours, the author of the Ame 
Clean Farmer's Letters. I generally din 
in company with him.: and the gentlema 
whom I have already mentioOjed) is oftei 
diverted by our declamations against com 
tnerce, when we compare notes respectin] 
the characteristics of the hamburgers. ** Why 
madam,'' said he to me one day, ^^ yoa wil 
'^ not meet with a man who has any calf t 
^^ his leg ; body and soul, muscles and heart 
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'^ are equally shrivelled up by a thirst o/gaiiu 
^ There is nothing generous even in their 
*' youthful passions ; profit is their only stU 
^^ mulus, and calculations the sole employ- 
^^ ment of their faculties ; unless we except 
^^ some gross animal gratifications which^ 
^' snatched at spare moments^ tend still more 
*< to debase the character, because, though 
" touched by his tricking wand, they have 
" all the arts, without the wit, of the wing- 
" footed god." 

Perhaps you may also think us too severe ; 
but I must add, that the more I saw of the 
manners of Hamburg, the more was I con- 
firmed in my opinion relative to the baleful 
effect of extensive speculations on the moral 
character. Men are strange machines; and 
their whole system of morality is in general 
held together by one grand principle, which 
loses its force the moment they allow them- 
selves to break with impunity over the bounds 
which secured their self-respect. A man 
ceases to love humanity, and then individuals, 
as he advances in the chase after wealth; 
as one clashes with his interest, the other 
with his pleasures : to business, as it is termed, 
ty^ry thing must give way; nay, is sacri- 
4 



-ficcd ; and all the endearing dnrities of cid-' 
sen, husband, father, brother, become cmptj 
names. But — but what? Whj, to snap the 
chain of thought, I must say farewel. Cas- 
sandra was not the only prc^hetess whose 
warning voice has been disregarded. How 
much easier it is to meet with love in the 
world, than affection ! 

Yours, sincerelj* 
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LETTER XXIV. 

jMy lodgings at Altona are toleraJI)ly conv- 
fortable, though not in any proportion to 
the price I pay ; but, owing to the present 
circumstances, all the necessaries of life are 
here extravagantly dear. Considering it as a 
temporary residence, the chief inconvenience, 
of which J am inclined to complain, is the 
rough streets that must be passed before 
Marguerite and the child can reach a level 
road. 

The ^views of tlie Elbe, in the vicinity of 
fhe tawn, are pleasant, particularly as the 
prospects here afford so little variety. I at- 
tempted to descend, arid walk close to the 
vwater's edge ; but there was no path ; and the 
smell of glue, hanging to dry, an extensive 
xiunufactory of which- is carried on close to 
the beach, I found extremely disagreeable. 
.But to commerce every thing must give 
way ; profit and .profit are the only specula-^ 
tions— ^" double— double^ toil and trouble/* 

have seldom entered a shady walk without 
being soon obliged to turn aside to make room 
for the rope-makers; and the only tree, I 
Jiaye seen, that appeared to be planted by the 
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lund of taste, is In the charch-rard, to dole 
the tomb of the poet Klopstock's wife. 

Most of the merchants hare oountrj 
bouses to retire to, during the summer i 
and manjr of them are situated oo the banks 
of the Elbe, where they have the pleasure 
of seeing the packet-boats arrire, the periods 
of most consequence to divide their week. 

The moving picture, consisting of large 
vessels and small-craft, which are continually 
changing their position with the tide, renders 
this noble river, the vital stream of Ham>- 
burgh, very interesting; and the windings 
have sometimes a very fine effect, two or 
three turns being visible, at once, intersecting 
the flat meadows : a sudden bend often in- 
creasing the magnitude of the river; and 
the silvery expanse, scarcely gliding, though 
bearing on its bosom so much treasure, looks, 
for a moment, like a tranquil lake. 

Nothing can be stronger than the contrast 
which this flat country and strand afford, 
compared with the mountains, and rocky 
coast, I have lately dwelt so much among. 
In fancy I return to a favourite spot, where 
I seemed to have retired from man and 
wretchedness ; but the din of trade drags me 
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l>ack to all the care I left behind, when lost ia 
sublime emotions. Rocks aspiring towards 
the heavens, and, as it were, shutting out sofr 
row, surrounded me, whilst peace appeared 
to steal along the lake to calm my bosomi 
modulating the wind that agitated the neigh* 
bouring poplars. Now I hear only an ac- 
count of the tricks of trade, or listen to the dis* 
tressful tale of some victim of ambition. 

The hospitality of Hamburgh is confined 
-to Sunday invitations to the country houses £ 
have mentioned, when dish after dish smokes 
upon the board-; and the conversation evei 
flowing in the muddy channel of business, 
it is not easy to obtain any appropriate in* 
formation. Had I intended to remain here 
some time, or had my mind been more alive 
'to general inquiries, I should have endea-* 
voured to have been introduced to some chfi 
racters, not so entirely immersed in com? 
mercial affairs ; though, in this whirlpool of 
^in, it is not very easy to find any but the 
wretched or supercilious emigrants, who are 
not engaged in pursuits which, in my eyes, 
appear as dishonourable as gambling. Thf 
interests ef nations are bartered by speculati^ffg 
merchants. My God ! with what sartg fro'id 
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-2rji can taudi coauzuxi bocescir be ex- 
peered in the cisciiArge cf crjsts obcuaed or 
(r2i:d r But tiiis, /^irr/ cjj^i. 

During rrr present jo'jnicT, asd wfeiist 
TestiiAg in France, I iuLre bad an oppoctn- 
r»::7 of Deer^ir-z behind the scenes of what 
are vul-zarLr termed zrezt aSiirs, ooIt to 
discover the mean machinerv which has di- 
rected manjr transactions of moment. The 
sword has been merciful, compared with the 
depredations made on human life by god* 
tractors, and 07 the swarm of locusts vrfio 
have battened on the pestilence thej spread 
abroad. These men, like the owners of 
negro ships, never smell on their monejr the 
blo^xl by which it has been gained, but sleep 
quietly in their beds, terming such occupa* 
tions lawful callings ; yet the lightning macks 
not their roofs, to thunder conviction on them^ 
*' and to justify the ways of God to man." . 

Why should I weep for myself? — ^^ Take, 
O world ! thy much indebted tear !" 

Adieu ^ 
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tETTER XXV. 

HERE IS a pretty little frendh theatre at 
Altona; and the actors are much superiour 
to those I saw at Coperihagen. The theatres 
at Hamburgh are not open yet^ but will very 
shortly, when the shutting of the gates at 
seven o'clock forces the citizens to quit their 
country houses. But, respecting Hamburgh, 
I shall not be able to obtain much mort 
information, as I have determined to sail wJtk 
the first fair wind for England. 

The presence of the french army would 
have rendered my intended tour through 
Germany, in my way to Switzerland, almost 
impracticable;^ had not the advancing season 
obliged me to alter my plan. Besides, though 
Switzerland is the country which for several 
years 1 have been particularly desirous to 
«visit, I do not feel inclined to ramble any 
farther this year; nay, I am weary of 
•changing the scene, and quitting people and 
.places the moment they begin to interest 
jne.— This also is vanity ! 
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Dover. 

I left this letter unfinished, as I was bur- 
Tied on board ; and now I have only to tell 
)rou, that, at the sight of Dover difis, I 
wondered how any body could term them 
grand; they appear so insignificant to me, 
after those I had seen in Sweden and Nor- 
way. 

Adieu ! My spirit of observation seems to 
be fled — and I have been wandering round 
this dirty place, literally speaking, to kiH 
time ; though the thoughts, I would £un fly 
from, lie too close to my heart to be easily 
shook off, or even beguiled, hy any employ* 
cient, except that of preparing for my journey 
to London.— —God bless you ! 



APPENDIX. 

Xrivate business and cares have frequently 
so absorbed me, as to prevent my obtaining 
all the information, during this journey, 
which the novelty of the scenes would have 
afforded, had my attention been continually 
awake to inquiry. This insensibility to pre* 
sent objects I have often had occasion t9 
lament, since I have been preparing these 
letters for the press; but, as a person of 
any thought naturally considers the history 
of a strange country to contrast the former 
with the present state of its manners, a con4 
viction of the increasing knowledge and hap» 
piness of the kingdoms I passed through, was 
perpetually the result ef my comparative re« 
Elections, 

• The poverty of the poor, in Sweden, reiu 
ders the civilization very partial ; and slavery 
lias retarded the improvement of every class 
in Denmark; yet both are advancing; and 
^h^ gigantic evils of despotism and anarchy 
have in a great measure vanished before the 
meliorating manners of Europe. Innumerable 
evils still remain, it is true, to afflict the hu« 
4nane investigator, and hurry the benevolent 
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NOTES. 

The exportation of salted and dried fish is very 
cofnsiderable. In the year 1786 the returns for 
its exportation amounted to 749,200 rixdoUars^. 
169,8401* 

There are four regiments of dragoons, each con- 
sHting'Of 108 men, officers included ;. two regiments-* 
•f marching infantry, 1157 men each,, wiih five 
companies in garrison, amounting to 3377 men; 
thirteen regiments of militia, 1916 men each, mak-. 
ing 24,908 men; 960 men, light troops, who, in 
winter, whilst the snow is on the ground, run along 
»n a kind of skates — a couple of long instrument^. 
made of wood. 



Note 2, 

The TAXES in Norway consist of 
R A land tax. Farms, worth from two to three 

thousand dollars, pay from fifteen to twenty dollars 

aofiually. 

a. A duty on all articles of provision, and on all' 

goods carried in or out. 

3. A tax on rank and office. 

4. A tax on pensions and salaries ; two percent, 
on one hundred dollars, and rncreafihg, in proportion. 
to the salary, to ten per cent, 

5^ A tax on money put out to interest, with se-. 
curity on land or houses, of d quarter per cent; 
And as the allowed interest is four per cent^ the 
duty is one sixteenth of the interest. 

THE END. 
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